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To all whom it muy concern:

3e it known that I, A. F. ALEXANDER Vo-
GELSANG, of the city and county of I’hiladel-
phbia. and State of Pennsylvania, have in-
vented a new and usefnl Improvement in
Game Apparatus, of which the following is
a specification.

My invention has reference to games; and
it consists in certain improvementsin the con-
struction of apparatus, which are fully set
forth in the following specifieation and shown
in the accompanying drawings, which form
part thereof.

Heretolore 1 game has been played on board
of steamships by passengerstraveling between
various countries, which consisted in chalking
upon the deck a geometrieal figure divided
into subdivisions, in which fignres or numbers
were marked, and toward which, froma given
distance, circular piccesor disks of wood were
pushed by a suitable cue, with the purposein
view of lodomg said disks of wood within one
of the subdivisions of the geometrical figure,
or with the intention of dmplauug an eppo-
nent’s disk [rom one of said subdivisions, or
both combined.

The objeet of my invention is to reduce the
said game toa mn'ribl(, shape in the form of
suitable portuble apparatus, eapable of Leing
used in dwellings or any \\11()1(‘ without the
necessity of fivst finding a smoothisurface upon
which to play.

My oljeet is also to provide the board or
playing-surface with two sets of geometrieal
tiguves, so that the game may be played from
eitherendalternately, thereby overcoming the
necessity of carrying the disks or blocksback
to one end cach time.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of my improved portable game appa-
ratus laid ont on the floor. Fig. 2 is a sec-
tionalelevation online X X, showing the meth-
od of attachment of theoil-cloth andside rails
to end bars, Fig. 3 is a side elevation of one
of the side rails removedand closed for trans-
portation. Fig. 4 isaperspective viewof one
of the cues and sliding blocks or disks. Fig.

5 is a perspective view of the packing-case,
'md Fig. 6 is a sectional elevation of one of
the Slldll]U' blocks.

A represems the apparatus as an entirety,
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exclusive of the cues, and in which € C are
the side rails, and may De formed of two or
more sections hinged together, asat B, so that
they may be condensed or collapsed, asshown
in Fig. 3.

€’ are the end bars or rollers, to which the
smooth floor of oil-cloth or other material is
secured. These rollers are grooved, as at C,
to receive the end of the oil-cloth, which is
placed therein and a tape, O, nailed over it
by nails P, so that when the cloth floor D is
rolled ap on one of the rollers € it will lie
smooth. The ends of the side rails are pro-
vided with dowel-pins ¢,which enter holes in
the said end bars or rollers, as shown, anid
after the said side rails have been fixed in
position the act of pressing them down flat
stretches the toor D,and the lateral edges
thereof are kept down by the said rails C.
The side rails may be made in any other de-
sired manner, and may be connected to the
end bars, (', by locks, bolts, orany of the well-
kuown catches in public use,

The floor D is preferably made of smooth
flexible oil-cloth, on account of cheapness;
but it may be made of any other substance-—
as, for instance, paperor tracing-linen. Each
end of the floor I} is preferably provided with
a geometrical figure, E, of any desired shape,
that shown bmn«r pmh(lp& the best suited to
the purpose, it l)cmo divided into two parts,
and one of which is aguin subdivided into
twelve parts or squares, in which figures or
nunibers are placed, as shown; and the other
main division,which is arranged on the inner
sideofthefigure,ismarked *‘10off.”” This fig-
ure E might be astar, shield, square, or circle,
and there may be more than one division
marked for reducing the score, should the
players’ blocks lodgetherein,  When theside
rails are removed and closed, they fit in the
space marked I” of box or case I’, and the
tfloor 1 is rolled upon one of the rollers or

' bars C" and placed in the other part, (marked

1)3 )

The cue is formed of a long handle, L/, hav-
ing secured on its end a crescent or other
shaped sliding piece, 1? set at an angle to
the cue and addpted to receive the sliding
block M, which fits in the recess ! in said piece
JUR This sliding block may be of wood, metai,
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or part of each, and is made flat and smooth
on the Lottom,and preferably rounded on the
tops, which are suitably colored or marked.
By this means a better finish is given, and
the ornamentation or distinguishing features
hetween the blocks cannot Lecome worn off.
These sliding blocks may be slightly recessed
on their bottoms, so that the edges may be
more readily and trily made level or {lut, as
shownacm, and,if desired,they may be weight-
ed with metal, as shown at M of Fig. 6,which
figure also shows one of the blocks as semi-
spherical.

In playing the game the sliding blocks M
are placed on a given line in oue figure E,
and pushed with the cue Liso as to lodge in
ope of the squaresin the other tigure E, it be-
ing the object to have them enter into the
squares having the highest numbers.  The op-
punent endeavors to dislodge the blocks of the
first player and place his blocks so as to count.
If they enter the division marked ‘10 off,”
the player loses ten poiutsfur each block there
lodged.

No twogames arealike, and the game there-
fore offers as wmuch variety as billiards.

After all of the blocks M have been pushed
to one end the players walk to that end and
play to the other end, instead of picking up
the blocks and carrying them back.

From the foregoing it is seen that the game
is reduced to a practical form for house use,
and, being wade portable, is admirably adapt-
ed to the use of tourists and those going away
to summer resorts.

While Lprefer the construction shown, I do
not limit myself to the details thereof, as they
may be modified in various ways without de-
parting from mwy invention.

Iam aware of the patent to Sargent for an
extension - table, No. 25,629, and claim vnoth-
ing therein set forth vr shown.

336.173

Having now deseribed my invention, what
T claimas new, and desire to secure by Letters
Yatent, is—

1. Asan inmproved article of manufacture,
a smooth, polished, and flexible gime surfuce
adapted to be rolled up, and when spread out
suitable for sliding blocks to travel over, in
combination with end rollers or bars, upon
which it may be rolled {o preveut crushing
and creasing, and adjustable side rails, by
which the end rollers may be held apart and
the game -surface stretched, substantially as
and for the parpose specified.
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2. The combination of the smooth flexilile

game surface D with end rollers or bars, (',
and adjustable side rails or stretehers, €, snb-
stantially as and for the purpose specified.

3. The combination of the smooth Hexib'e
game-surface D with end rollers or bars, C.
and adjustableside rails orstretchers, C formed
insections hinged together substantialiy asand
for the purpose specified.

4. A smooth pulished game-sarface having
a geometrical figure marked thereon at one
or both ends, and which tigure consists of (wo
main divisions, one of which is subdivided in-
to adjacent divisions separated by lines only,
and the said divisions having figures of dif-
ferent magnitude marked thereon, and the
other ofwlich is marked with the word “‘off,”
or its equivalent, and a figure of any desired
magnitude, substantially as and for the puar-
pose specified.

In testimony of which invention 1 hereunto
set my hand.

A, F. ALEXANDER VOGELSANG.
Witnesses:

WiLLiady C. MayxNg,
R. M. HUNTER.
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