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This invention relates to decalcomania
transfer sheets in which a number of separate
designs are carried upon a single sheet and
which it is desirous of transferring individu-
ally upon the object to be decorated.

The invention is illustrated in the accom-
panying drawing in which Fig. 1 is a plan
view of a decalcomania transfer sheet em-
bodying this invention ; Fig. 2 is a plan view
illustrating how the sheet of lacquer carry-
ing the decalcomania is transferred to the ob-
ject to be decorated ; Fig. 8 shows the decal-
comania applied to a surface; Fig. 4 is an en-
larged sectional view taken on Tine 4—4 of
Fig. 1; Fig. 5 is a plan view of a modified
form of transfer sheet.

The designs which are to appear upon the
decalcomania transfer sheet are first formed
upon a suitable sheet or section of lacquer.
Thus, for instance, a continuous sheet of lac-
quer, substantially of the size shown in Fig.
1, has formed thereon a plurality of separate
decorative designs or symbols as shown. The
sheet of lacquer in its continuous form is car-
ried by a suitable paper backing sheet 1, to
which the continuous sheet of lacquer is se-
cured by means of a water soluble paste 2.
It is preferred to leave a substantial area of
the lacquer film undecorated immediately be-
low the designs. After the decalcomania
transfer sheet has been prepared as above de-
scribed the lacquer film is slit across the sheet
immediately below the designs or symbols.
Additional slits through the lacquer film are
also made between each design or symbol.

‘The transfer sheet, when completed com-.

prises the backing 1 and the lacquer film 3,
having the decalcomania design 4 applied
upon the face thereof, the underside of the
lacquer film 3 being secured to the sheet 1
by means of the water soluble paste 2. The
slot 5 which is crosswise of the transfer sheet,
preferably does not extend into the surface
of the backing 1, although it would not be
objectionable should the slit 5 be also par-
tially through the said backing. The slits
6 which are lengthwise of the sheet, and be-
tween each design or symbol 7, are prefer-
ably limited in their penetration so as to go
entirely through the lacquer film 3, but not

into the backinf sheet 1 to any great extent.

The result of the severing oﬂhe film as
described divides the lacquer film into dis-
tinctive areas 8 and 9, the upper areas 8
carrym% the design or symbol and the lower
areas 9 being undecorated. These respective
areas 8 and 9 are bordered by the slits or
cuts 5 and 6. The decalcomania transfer
sheet, in the form shown in Fig. 1 is sold as
an article of commerce. When it is de-
sirous of deccrating an object with the de-
signs or symbols 7 carried on the decalco-
mania transfer sheet the individual design
is separated from the sheet by tearing the
backing sheet 1, along one of the lines 6.
The backing sheet will readily tear along
this line by reason of the previous incision
through the lacquer film. The section 10
thus removed from the transfer sheet con-
sists of the portion 8, which carries the de-
sign and the tab portion 9, the latter provid-
ing an extension which can be readily
grasped between the fingers. The portion 8
which carries the design is then wetted or
dipped into water, which will quickly soften
the paste 2. The section 10 is then brought
into proximity with the surface to be dec-
orated and the portion 8 is pushed, with &
sliding motion, from the surface 11 of the
section 10 upon the object 12, which is to be

-decorated. The section 8 may be readily

manipulated to move it to the proper posi-
tion on the object to be decorated by reason
of the film of paste which remains on the
underside thereof. The film of paste is uti-
iized for the purpose of adhering the sec-
tion 8 to the object to which it is applied.
This invention may be utilized in decorating
masquerade dresses, party favors, party hats,
finger nails and many other objects.

In Fig. 5 the form of severing is modified.
In this modification the lacquer sheet and the
backing are slit entirely through the thick-
ness thereof at spaced portions 5a thereby
providing narrow neck portions 13, which
iikewise extend through the lacquer sheet 2nd
the backing. The slifs between the symbols
or designs are also formed in the same man-
ner as the slits 5z and necks 13 whereby the
necks 14 are provided between aljoining slits
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6a, which extend entirel throuﬁ*}}ll the lac-
quer sheet and the bac in%. This latter
method of slitting through the lacquer sheet
and the backing and holding the sheets to-
gether by the use of the small necks is found
to
ting through the lacquer sheet as shown in
Fig. 1. In separating the individual designs
from the transfer sheet they will readily tear
along the line formed by the slits 6a and the
necks 14. Likewise the portion of the lac-
quer sheet which carries the symbol will
readily separate from the tab or extension 9,
inasmuch as the moisture applied in order to
soften the paste 2 tends to soften the necks
13 and permit their ready severance along a
straight line thus by very slight sliding pres-
sure upon the section 8 which carries the de-
calcomania design.

In some instances, particularly if the de-
signs are used in very small dimensions in
connection with the decoration of finger
nails, a protective coating of white shellac
is applied over the decalcomania and lac-
quer section 8 after it is applied to the finger
nails to protect it from the action of solvents,
which are used in liquid nail polish.

I claim:

1. A decalcomania transfer comprising a
backing sheet, a plurality of transparent films
secured to said backing sheet by a water
soluble adhesive, each film carrying a design,
said backing sheet extending a considerable
distance beyond the design to provide a tab
portion sufficiently large in area to be grasped
between the fingers, each film being separated
from the adjoining film, but all the films be-
ing carried by said backing, the backing hav-
ing weakened portions near the point 3 sepa-
ration of each film, whereby each design, and
the section of the backing immediately there-
beneath, may be separated from the entire
backing and immersed in water to soften the
water soluble adhesive and the portion of the
film carrying the design slid upon an object
to be decorated, the adhesive on the underside
of the film being adapted for use to secure
the film upon the object to be decorated.

9. A decalcomania transfer comprising a
backing sheet, the backing sheet being cov-
ered with thin transparent material secured
to the backing sheet by a water soluble adhe-
sive, a crosswise slit extending through said
material, a plurality of lengthwise slits ex-
tending through said material thereby pro-
viding separable areas of film material and
tab portions extending beyond said areas, the
backing sheet having weakened portions near
said lengthwise slits, each of said areas be-
ing provided with a design, each design area
and tab being separable along said lengthwise
slit and said weakened portions of the back-
ing, said design area being adapted to be im-
mersed in water while held by said tab por-
tion and said design area being adapted to

have certain advantages over merely slit- -
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be slid from the backing upon an object to
be decorated and carrying with it part of the
said adhesive, the adhesive acting to secure
said design area upon the object to be deco-
rated.

3. A decalcomania transfer comprising &
backing strip, a film of transparent material
thereon, said transparent material being se-
cured to the backing by a water soluble ad-
hesive, a crosswise slit through said trans-
parent material providing a design area and
a tab, a design upon said design area, the tab
area being of sufficient size to be grasped be-
tween the fingers whereby the design area
may be immersed in water to soften the ad-
hesive and slid over the surface of the backing
upon an object to be decorated, the adhesive
acting as a lubricant to facilitate the sliding
thereof, the portion of the adhesive carried
on the underside of said design area being
adapted to secure the design area upon the
object to be decorated.

4. A method of decorating articles consist-
ing in applying a design to a film of trans-
parent material, cutting a backing of larger
area than the portion of the film carrying said
design, securing said film to said backing with
an adhesive capable of being softened to per-
mit said adhesive to set, grasping said back-
ing at the portion thereof beyond the por-
tion carrying the design, immersing the por-
tion of the film carrying the design and said
backing in a material capable of softening
said adhesive, sliding the portion of the film
carrying said design upon the object to be
decorated and utilizing the adhesive carried
along with said film to secure the film to the
object.

5. A method of decorating articles consist-
ing in applying a design to a film of trans-
parent material, cutting a backing of larger
area than the portion of the film carrying said
design, securing said. film to said backing
with an adhesive capable of being softened
to permit said adhesive to set, grasping said
backing at the portion thereof beyond the
portion carrying the design, immersing the
portion of the film carrying the design and
said backing in a material capable of soften-
ing said adhesive, sliding the portion of the
film carrying said design upon the object to
be decorated, utilizing the adhesive carried
along with s2id film to secure the film to the
object, and applying a protective coating over
the exposed surface of the film.
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