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57 ABSTRACT 
A console box for automobile includes a bracket for 
fixing a boot which is fastened to the peripheral edge of 
shift lever opening of a console box body and a shift 
lever boot which is installed over the bracket, in which 
the bracket is provided with a pair of flanges disposed 
with a vertical distance therebetween, a tightening por 
tion is disposed near the inner edge of said flanges, and 
a receiving portion for receiving said shift lever boot is 
defined over the tightening portion, by which the pe 
ripheral edge of shift lever opening of the console box 
body is clasped between the pair of flanges. 

4 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets 
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CONSOLE BOXFOR AN AUTOMOBILE 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION AND RELATED 
ART STATEMENT 

The present invention relates to a console box for an 
automobile. 
A conventional console box for an automobile com 

prises a console box body 52 having a shift lever open 
ing 51. On the under surface of the peripheral portion of 
the shift lever opening 51, a plurality of bosses 53 are 
disposed. Abracket 54 for fixing a boot is fastened at the 
lower periphery thereof to these bosses 53 with screws 
55, and the lower part of a shift lever boot 56 is fitted to 
the upper periphery of the bracket 54. 

In the conventional console box described above, a 
depression is formed on the surface of the molded con 
sole box body 52 because the bosses 53, which serve as 
fastening means for bracket 54, are arranged on the 
under surface of the peripheral portion of the shift lever 
opening 51. Since the depression is visible from the 
outside, the presence of depression impairs the appear 
ance of the console box on the floor. 

OBJECT AND SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
Accordingly, an object of the present invention is to 

provide a console box for an automobile which can 
improve the appearance without an increase in cost. 
To achieve the above object, a console box for an 

automobile in accordance with the present invention 
comprises a bracket for fixing a boot which is fastened 
to the peripheral edge of shift lever opening of a console 
box body and a shift lever boot which is installed over 
the bracket, in which the bracket is provided with a pair 
of flanges disposed with a vertical distance therebe 
tween, a tightening portion is disposed at the inner 
edges of said flanges, and a receiving portion for receiv 
ing said shift lever boot is defined over the tightening 
portion, by which the peripheral edge of shift lever 
opening of the console box body is clasped between the 
pair of flanges. 

In the console box for an automobile in accordance 
with the present invention, a pair of flanges are formed 
with a vertical distance therebetween, a tightening por 
tion is disposed near the inner edges of said flanges, and 
a receiving portion for receiving the shift lever boot is 
defined over the tightening portion. Since the periph 
eral edge of shift lever opening of the console box body 
is clasped between the pair of flanges, the bracket can 
be securely installed to the console box body. Also, the 
upper part of the tightening portion is not seen because 
it is covered with the shift lever boot installed over the 
bracket. 
As described above, a console box for an automobile 

in accordance with the present invention comprises a 
bracket for fixing a boot which is fastened to the periph 
eral edge of shift lever opening of a console box body 
and a shift lever boot which is installed over the 
bracket, in which the bracket is provided with a pair of 
flanges disposed with a vertical distance therebetween, 
a tightening portion is disposed near the inner edges of 
said flanges, and a receiving portion for receiving said 
shift lever boot is defined over the tightening portion, 
by which the peripheral edge of shift lever opening of 
the console box body is clasped between the pair of 
flanges. Therefore, the bracket can be easily and se 
curely installed to the console box body without an 
increase in parts cost. Also, in the console box of the 
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2 
present invention, even if a depression is produced on 
the top surface of the bracket due to the tightening 
portion, the depression is not seen from the outside, 
thereby improving the appearance, because the upper 
part of the tightening portion is covered with the shift 
lever boot installed over the bracket. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
In the drawings, 
FIG. 1 is a perspective of the console box for an 

automobile with reference to a preferred embodiment 
of the present invention. 

FIG. 2 is a cross section of the same at line 2-2 of 
FIG. 1, omitting part thereof. 
FIG. 3 is a plan view of a bracket for fixing a boot to 

be fastened to the main body of the console box. 
FIG. 4 is a front view of said bracket. 
FIG. 5 is a cross section of the same at line 5-5 of 

FIG. 3, omitting part thereof. 
FIG. 6 is a side view of said bracket. 
FIG. 7 is a cross section of the same at line 7-7 of 

FIG. 3, omitting part thereof. 
FIG. 8 is a cross section of said bracket showing its 

upper and lower flanges on an enlarged scale. 
FIG. 9 is a cross section of a conventional console 

box for an automobile illustrated corresponding to FIG. 
2 of the present invention. 
DETALED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED 

EMBODIMENTS 

One embodiment of the present invention shown in 
the drawings will be described in detail below. 
FIGS. 1 through 8 show one embodiment of a con 

sole box for an automobile in accordance with the pres 
ent invention. In the figures, a console box 1 is provided 
with a shift lever 2 or the like and disposed between the 
right and left front seats (not shown). 
The console box 1 comprises a console box body 4 

having a shift lever opening 3 on the top surface 
thereof. The lower part of the shift lever 2 is inserted 
through the opening 3. A shift lever boot 6 is installed to 
the console box body 4 via a bracket 5 for fixing the 
boot, the bracket 5 being made of resin. The lower part 
of the shift lever 2 and the shift lever opening 3 are 
covered with this boot 6. The boot 6 is formed in a 
four-sided pyramid shape such that its cross-sectional 
area increases from top to bottom, and has a shape of 
bellows at the intermediate portion to provide resil 
ience. At the lower end of the boot, a fitting portion 6a 
is formed by an inward right angle bend. 
The shift lever opening 3 is nearly rectangular in a 

plane, and the peripheral edge 3a thereof is bent sub 
stantially at a right angle downwardly. Therefore, the 
lower end of the peripheral edge 3a is disposed at a 
position lower by a predetermined distance than the top 
surface of the console box body 4. 
The bracket 5 is formed integrally in a rectangular 

shape in one plane with an opening at the center, the 
size of the periphery being larger than the shift lever 
opening 3. At the upper outer periphery of the bracket 
5, a channel-shaped circumferential groove 7 is defined 
to fit the fitting portion 6a of the boot 6, thus the cir 
cumferential groove 7 constituting a receiving portion 
of the boot 6. 
An upper flange 8 extending outward is formed at the 

upper outer periphery of bracket 5 at the position under 
the circumferential groove 7. The tip of the upper 
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flange 8 is slightly bent downward. Also, the upper 
flange 8 has a length such that the tip thereof is in 
contact with the top surface of the console box body 4 
when the bracket 5 is installed to the console box body 
4. 
At the lower inner periphery of the bracket 5, four 

lower flanges 9 extending inward are formed at certain 
intervals. In molding the bracket 5, the lower flanges 9 
are arranged substantially in such a manner that they are 
opposed to each other longitudinally and transversely. 
Near the inner edge of the lower flange 9, a thin-wall 
hinge 10 having a notch of V-shaped cross section is 
disposed so that the lower flange 9 is turned down at the 
thin-wall hinge 10 and lapped on a later-described boss 
when the bracket 5 is installed. Therefore, the upper 
flange 8 and the lower flanges 9 are arranged in an 
opposed manner with a certain distance vertically 
therebetween. 
At the base side of the upper and lower flanges 8 and 

9 of the bracket 5, a boss 11 extending vertically is 
disposed. The boss 11 constitutes a tightening portion 
for a screw 12. Therefore, a screw hole 13 is defined in 
the boss 11 to accommodate the screw 12. The screw 
hole 13 is open at the lower end only to insert the screw 
12 from under the bracket 5. In the lower flange 9, an 
insertion hole 14 is formed to insert the screw 12. The 
insertion hole 14 is positioned so as to coincide with the 
opening of the screw hole 13 when the lower flange 9 is 
turned down and lapped on the boss 11. 
Thus, the circumferential groove 7, which is a receiv 

ing portion of the boot 6, is disposed over the boss 11. 
Therefore, the top surface of the bracket 5 at the posi 
tion corresponding to the boss 11 is covered with the 
boot 6. As a result, even if a depression is produced on 
the top surface of the bracket 5 by the boss 11, the 
depression is not seen from the outside. 
To install the shift lever boot 6 to the console box. 1 

using the bracket 5 for fixing the boot in accordance 
with the embodiment of the present invention, the 
lower flanges 9 of the bracket 5 of a shape shown in 
FIGS. 3 through 8 are turned down at the thin-wall 
hinge 10 and lapped on the boss 11. First, the bracket 5 
is positioned in the opening 3 for the shift lever in the 
console box body 4. The peripheral edge 3a of the open 
ing in the console box body 4 is inserted between the 
upper and lower flanges 8 and 9 so that the tip of the 
upper flange 8 is brought into contact with the top 
surface of the console box body 4, and the lower end of 
the peripheral edge 3a of the opening is brought into 
contact with the top surface of the lower flange 9. 

In this condition, each screw 12 is screwed into the 
screw hole 13 in the boss 11 via the insertion hole 14, by 
which the bracket 5 is fixed with the peripheral edge 3a 
of the opening being clasped between the upper and 
lower flanges 8 and 9 (see FIG. 2). Then, the fitting 
portion 6a of the boot 6 is fitted into the circumferential 
groove 7 of the bracket 5, thus the boot 6 being installed 
to the console box via the bracket 5. The shift lever 2 
may be installed either before or after the bracket is 
fastened to the console box body 4. 

In the console box 1 of this embodiment, the bracket 
5 is fixed with the peripheral edge 3a of the shift lever 
opening 3 being clasped between the upper and lower 
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4 
flanges 8 and 9 by tightening the screw 12 into the boss 
11 via the insertion hole 14 and screw hole 13. There 
fore, the bracket 5 can be securely installed to the con 
sole box body 4. Moreover, since the thin-wall hinge 10 
is disposed on the lower flange 9, the attaching portion 
for the console box body 4 can be easily obtained by 
turning down the lower flange 9 using the thin-wall 
hinge 10, so that the installation function is improved at 
a cost similar to that of the conventional construction. 
Over the boss 11 of the bracket 5, the circumferential 
groove 7 is installed to fit the fitting portion of the shift 
lever boot 6, so that a depression, if produced on the top 
surface of the bracket 5, can be invisible. 
Although the invention has been described in its pre 

ferred form with a certain degree of particularity, it is 
understood that the invention is not limited to the 
above-described embodiment, and that various changes 
and modifications may be made without departing from 
the spirit and scope of the invention. For example, the 
shape of the bracket 5 for fixing the boot is not limited 
to that shown in the drawings, and can be appropriately 
selected in accordance of the type of vehicle to which 
the bracket is applied. 
We claim: 
1. A console box for an automobile having a boot 

securing bracket which is fastened to the peripheral 
edge of a shift lever opening formed in the console box 
body and a shift lever boot which is installed over said 
bracket, said console box comprising: 

a pair of vertically spaced flanges formed on said 
bracket, said bracket further including a tightening 
portion, said tightening portion supporting said 
flanges and maintaining said flanges in vertically 
spaced positions with respect to one another, a 
receiving portion for said shift lever boot being 
positioned on said tightening portion, the lower 
flange of said pair of flanges being connected to 
said tightening portion by a hinge, said lower 
flange being folded at said hinge around said tight 
ening portion such that said upper and lower 
flanges are arranged in vertically spaced juxtaposi 
tion, said lower flange being fastened to said tight 
ening portion at a point spaced form the location of 
said hinge, said peripheral edge of said opening for 
said shift lever formed in said console box body 
being clamped between said flanges. 

2. The console box for an automobile, as set forth in 
claim 1, wherein said folded lower flange is secured to 
said tightening portion by a screw. 

3. The console box for an automobile as set forth in 
claim 1, wherein said upper flange includes a free end, 
said free end being curved downwardly and said lower 
flange extending substantially horizontally. 

4. The console box for an automobile as set forth in 
claim 1, wherein said lower flange includes a first pair of 
pieces arranged in spaced opposition across said shift 
lever opening and a second pair of pieces arranged 
transversely in spaced opposition across said shift lever 
opening such that said peripheral edge of said opening 
may be clamped by said lower flange at four locations 
about said opening. 
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