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To all, whon, it navy concern: Within the annulus is fitted a plug, D, of 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM ELLSON cork, rubber, or other suitable material, which 

WRIGHTON, a subject of the Queen of Great prevents the entrance of dirt, and provides a 
Britain, residing in the city and county of Phila- friction-surface for preventing slipping of the 
delphia, State of Pennsylvania, have invented heel. Should the exposed edge of the annu- 5o 
a new and useful Improvemenent in Guards for lus become smooth, the lugs C serve to com 
Boot or Shoe Heels, which improvement is press or clamp the plug in position and pre 
fully set forth in the following specification vent displacement thereof. 
and accompanying drawings. | The device is of simple and inexpensive 
My invention consists of a rotatable annul- construction and admirably adapted for the 55 

lus which is placed within the lifts of a boot purpose intended. 
or shoe heel, and adapted to prevent run- I am well aware that it is common to em 
ning down of the same, said annulus being ro- ploy a plate for a boot-heel formed of a single 
tatable, so as to present a fresh surface, and piece of metal having a flanged rim for secur. 
provided with means for rotating the same. ing the same in said heel; but I am not aware 6o 

Figure 1 represents a bottom plan view of that the peculiar construction herein de 
a heel-guard embodying my invention. Fig. scribed is old, the same consisting of a single 
2 represents a vertical section thereof. Fig. piece of hollow material having a hollow cir 
3 represents a perspective view of the heel- cumferential outer flange, by means of which 
guard, on an enlarged scale, shown in Figs. 1 it is readily secured in place, and lugs pro. 65 
and 2, detached from the boot-heel and in-jecting from the lower portion of the inner 
verted. face, whereby a filling of cork or rubber is 

Similar letters of reference indicate corre- readily kept within the plate without the use 
sponding parts in all the figures. of a screw or nail. 

Referring to the drawings, A represents a Having thus described my invention, what 7e 
rotatable annulus, which has on its outer cir- I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let 
cumference a flange, B, and on its inner cir- ters Patent, is 
cumference lugs C, all formed together of cast 1. An improved heel-plate consisting of a 
metal. The annulus is freely fitted within the rotatable annulus or annular open plate hav 
lifts of a boot or shoe heel, so that its lower ling a circumferential flange on its periphery, 75 
edge is flush with the tread thereof, especially at the upper part thereof, and lugs C on its 
at the rear, whereby a metallic surface is pre- inner wall, at the lower part thereof, substan 
sented at said tread for preventing 'running tially as and for the purpose set forth. 
down of the heel. As the heel and annul- 2. In a heel-guard, a rotatable annulus with 
lus wear down the rear of the lower edge of a flange on its outer circumference, lugs on its 8o 
the annulus may become irregular or angular. inner circumference, and a pluginserted within 
For this purpose the annulus is rotated, so the annulus and retained by said lugs,substan 
that a fresh surface of the lower edge thereof tially as described. 
is presented at the rear of the heel. The flange 
B prevents displacement of the annulus with- WILLIAM ELLSON WRIGITON, 
out interfering with the rotation thereof. - 
The rotation of the heel is accomplished by Witnesses: 

inserting an implement within the same, so as JoHN A. WIEDERSHEIM, 
to engage with the lugs C, and then rotating A. P. JENNINGS, 
the implement as a wrench. 

  


