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This invention relates to ladders, and more particularly 
to a removable step for ladders. 
As is well known, it is found that when a person is 

forced to stand for a long time on an ordinary ladder 
having round rungs, he is subject to great discomfort be 
cause of the fact that the rungs afford a very small area 
of support, and thus produce undue strain on the feet. 
An object of the present invention is to provide a re 

movable step, having a flat supporting surface of substan 
tial width, which step may readily be placed in position 
on any desired rung of a ladder between the rails thereof. 
Another object is to devise a step of this type so con 

structed that it may be used in connection with ladders 
of different widths. 
A still further object of the invention is to design a 

step of this character which is exceptionally simple in 
construction and which may be manufactured at low 
COSt. 

In order that the invention may be readily understood, 
reference is had to the accompanying drawing, forming 
part of this specification, and in which: 

Fig. 1 is a plan view of my improved step; 
Fig. 2 is a longitudinal sectional view substantially on 

the line 2-2 of Fig. 1; 
Fig. 3 is a perspective view showing my improved step 

as it appears when applied to a ladder; and 
Fig. 4 is a transverse section on an enlarged scale sub 

stantially on the line 4-4 of Fig. 3. 
Referring to the drawing in detail, the ladder illus 

trated in Fig. 3 comprises the usual side rails and 
rungs 2. My improved step consists of a rectangular plate 
or block 3 which may preferably be formed of wood. 
As shown in Fig. 3, the length of this plate or block is 
such that it may be received between the rails of even 
the narrowest ladder with which it may be used. 
The plate 3 is provided with pairs of parallel slots 

4 extending inwardly from each end thereof, these slots 
being spaced apart laterally a distance substantially equal 
to the average width of the ladder side rails. Pairs of 
metal strips 5 are mounted in these slots and project be 
yond the ends of the plate as shown in Figs. 1 and 2. 

Each strip 5 is formed with a longitudinal slot 6, and 
these slots work freely over bolts 7 extending transversely 
through the step adjacent each end, and pins or dowels 
9 spaced inwardly from the ends of the step and extend 
ing through each slot 4. The bolts 7 are provided with 
wing nuts 8 which, when tightened, serve to clamp the 
strips 5 in the slots 4. A bolt 10 also preferably passes 
transversely through the middle of the step to strengthen 
it. 

In order to provide a non-slipping surface, I preferably 
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cement or otherwise secure to the top of the step a cor 
rugated rubber mat 11, as clearly shown in the drawings. 
By reference to Fig. 4, it will be seen that the slots 

4 and strips 5 are disposed at an angle to the upper sur 
face of the block constituting the step, so that when the 
step is applied to a ladder, it will be held in substantially 
horizontal position by reason of the angularly disposed 
strips snugly engaging the edges of the inclined ladder 
rails. 

Standard ladders vary in width from about 12 to 15 
or 16 inches. For this reason, the strips 5 are adjustably 
mounted in the slots 4 by means of the slots 6 so that they 
may be set so as to project more or less from the ends of 
the step. If the ladder is a narrow one, the strips will be 
pushed back into the slots 4 so that they project to the 
minimum extent. If, on the other hand, the ladder is a 
wide one, the strips are pulled outwardly in the slots to the 
position shown in Figs. 1 and 2, so that the projecting ends 
will reach and straddle the ladder rails. When adjusting 
the strips, the nuts 8 are loosened, and after the strips 
have been set to the desired position, these nuts are tight 
ened so as to hold the strips in the position to which 
they have been set. 

From the foregoing, it will be understood that my 
improved step may be placed in position so as to be sup 
ported on any desired rung of the ladder as shown in Figs. 
3 and 4, and that, when so supported, it is held in hori 
Zontal position by reason of the projecting ends of the 
strips 5 engaging the edges of the ladder rails, 
What I claim is: 
1. A removable step constructed to be supported on a 

rung of a ladder between the rails thereof, said step com 
prising a single plate having a pair of longitudinally dis 
posed parallel slots extending inwardly from each end 
thereof, means for supporting and guiding a pair of sepa 
rately formed strips in said slots in such manner that said 
strips are independently and longitudinally adjustable 
therein, said strips projecting beyond the ends of said 
plate and said slots being so spaced laterally that the pro 
jecting ends of said strips embrace and straddle the rails 
of the ladder, thus holding the step in position. 

2. A removable step constructed to rest on a rung of a 
ladder, said step comprising a plate of a length adapted to 
be received between the rails of the ladder, and a pair of 
separately formed parallel strips mounted at each end of 
said plate, the ends of said strips extending beyond the 
end of said plate and being spaced apart laterally a dis 
tance substantially equal to the width of the ladder rails, 
so that the ends of said strips snugly embrace such rails, 
each of said strips being provided with a longitudinal 
slot, a bolt extending transversely through the end of said 
plate and through the slots in the adjacent pair of strips, 
whereby said strips are independently adjustable longi 
tudinally of said plate, and means for preventing said 
strips from pivoting about said bolt. 
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