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Description

Technical field

[0001] The present invention relates to the field of wa-
ter distribution systems and more in particular to an ap-
paratus for controlling start-up and shut-down of a pump
of water distribution network.

State of the art

[0002] As is known, pumps are used in water distribu-
tion systems to deliver water to utilities. Various solutions
have been developed to enable adequate control of the
start-up and shut-down of these pumps.
[0003] One of the most widely used solutions is de-
scribed in the European patent EP0539721. This patent
describes an apparatus comprising a chamber defined
in a body, having an inlet conduit intended to be connect-
ed to the delivery side of the pump, and an outlet conduit
intended to be connected to the water distribution net-
work. A check valve is positioned in the inlet conduit while
a water flow switch is positioned in the outlet conduit.
Differently, a water pressure switch is located in the
chamber. The inlet and outlet conduits are arranged sub-
stantially vertically.
[0004] Switching on, or start-up, of the pump is con-
trolled by the flow switch and by the pressure switch,
depending on different cases (start-up for opening of util-
ities, shut-down for closing of utilities, shut-down due to
lack of water, system operating normally, system
blocked, etc.).
[0005] The pressure switch is formed by a stem fixed
to an elastic membrane and associated with a spring.
The pressure of the water in the chamber presses on the
membrane overcoming the force of the spring and caus-
ing the stem to take a balanced position. Variation in pres-
sure consequently also causes variation in the position
of the stem, which can translate horizontally (each posi-
tion of the stem corresponds to a different pressure value
in the chamber). The stem is provided with a magnet to
generate a magnetic field. The body with the chamber
has a compartment separated from the chamber on the
bottom thereof. The control electronics of the apparatus
are arranged in this compartment. These electronics
comprise a reed device adapted to interact with the mag-
net of the stem (as is known, a reed device is in practice
a normally open reed switch that closes when immersed
in a magnetic field of a given value). In practice, the pres-
sure in the chamber causes the stem, and consequently
the magnet fixed thereto, to take a certain position. When
the pressure drops below a certain value, for example
due to utilities being opened or due to a leak in the net-
work, the magnet moves toward the reed and surrounds
it with its magnetic field. As is known, the magnetic field
becomes increasingly stronger toward the polarization
axis of the magnet, so that when the magnet is sufficiently
close to the reed to surround it with the magnetic field

equal to the closing value of the same reed, the reed
closes, closing an electrical circuit that controls switch-
on of the pump. The cut-in pressure of the pump corre-
sponds to the position of the stem that controls closing
of the reed.
[0006] The cut-in pressure value, i.e. the pressure at
which the pump starts up, is set in the factory, for example
by regulating the axial position of the stem with respect
to the spring. Once in use, this value can no longer be
modified. This means that in the case of systems with
pressure values variable in time or different to the design
values, the cut-in pressure value may not be sufficient
for requirements. In these cases, it is necessary to re-
place the apparatus with another one having a more suit-
able cut-in pressure value. If this is not possible, there is
the risk that the pump will start up when this is not nec-
essary or will fail to start up when required. Similar ap-
paratuses are described in WO 98/36339, WO
03/07.4873, US 2010/189572, EP1336761.

Object and summary of the invention

[0007] The object of the present invention is to solve
the problems highlighted in apparatus for controlling
start-up and shut-down of a pump of a water distribution
network described above, and more in particular to pro-
duce an apparatus for controlling start-up and shut-down
of a pump of a water distribution network which is partic-
ularly flexible when applied to various types of distribution
systems. These and other objects are achieved with an
apparatus for controlling start-up and shut-down of a
pump of a water distribution network as claimed in the
appended claim 1,
[0008] According to the main aspect of the invention,
the apparatus comprises

- a chamber provided with an inlet which can be op-
eratively associated with the delivery side of a pump
and an outlet operatively connected to the water net-
work,

- a flow switch, adapted to emit a start-up signal for
the pump upon reaching a preset flow threshold val-
ue,

- a pressure switch adapted to emit a start-up signal
for the pump of the network upon reaching a preset
value defined "cut-in pressure" in said chamber;

- electronic means for controlling and managing op-
eration of the device,

the distinctive feature of the apparatus is that of compris-
ing a plurality of preset cut-in pressure values stored in
the electronic control and management means, and in-
terface means available to the user to select one of the
preset cut-in pressure values of said plurality.
[0009] In practice, the apparatus according to the in-
vention is an electronic pressure and flow switch, i.e. a
device adapted to drive a water pump, switching it on
and off on the basis of the pressure conditions of the
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hydraulic system in which it is inserted and of the flow of
water required by the user.
[0010] Both the pressure of the system and the flow
required are detected with a system that detects the pres-
ence or absence of both the aforesaid parameters (pres-
sure, flow), identifying whether these are above or below
a given threshold value. The threshold pressure is said
cut-in pressure.
[0011] In particular, the pump is switched on concur-
rently with the transition below this pressure value.
[0012] Normally, as specified above, apparatus of this
type, as described in EP0539721, are characterized by
a single cut-in pressure value, which is predetermined in
the factory and maintained for the whole of the period of
use of the apparatus (for example 1.5 bar).
[0013] A distinctive feature of the invention is in prac-
tice that of providing the user with a plurality of cut-in
pressure values, one of which can subsequently be cho-
sen by the user on the basis of the conditions of the spe-
cific hydraulic system (for example, 3 levels: 1.5, 2.0, 2.5
bar).
[0014] In a preferred embodiment of the invention, the
cut-in pressure is detected through a system comprising,
in its base elements, a magnet (mounted inside the mov-
able stem of the apparatus), the position of which is var-
iable along an axis, on the basis of the pressure of the
system, and a reed device, mounted on the electronic
card of the device, the position of which is fixed. During
decrease of the pressure in the system, the magnet
moves toward the reed: when the position is such that
the magnetic field is sufficiently strong, the contact of the
reed closes, generating a signal that is interpreted by the
electronic circuit as cut-in pressure, activating a relay that
switches on the pump.
[0015] The value of the cut-in pressure depends on the
"sensitivity" of the reed contact to the field generated by
the magnet; according to the invention, this value is var-
ied by acting on the magnet-reed system. To reach this
objective, an example of embodiment provides for the
positioning, on the electronic card of the apparatus ac-
cording to the invention, for example, of two coils or in-
ductors that can be polarized (i.e. capable of generating
a magnetic field), which interact magnetically on the mag-
net-reed system, consequently modifying the behavior
of the same reed.
[0016] In this example, the coils are placed as adjacent
as possible to the reed, in a fixed position on the electronic
card; consequently, the magnet is the only moving ele-
ment of the whole system.
[0017] The coils are driven through a specific electronic
circuit, which sets the polarization level (i.e. the intensity
of the magnetic field generated) suitable to obtain the
desired cut-in value: the higher the polarization value is,
the greater the effective sensitivity of the reed, and con-
sequently also the cut-in pressure, will be.
[0018] A given polarization level, which is maintained
constant until the selection is modified by the user, cor-
responds to a given cut-in value; when a different value

is chosen by the user, the polarization is modified, taking
it to a new level. The choice of the cut-in pressure value,
i.e., in the preferred embodiment, the polarization level
of the coils, is implemented by the user simply by pressing
a button, viewing the selection, for example, through an
LED indicator.
[0019] The polarization levels are predetermined dur-
ing manufacturing, through comparison with a pressure
sensor of reference, and stored in the memory of the
device permanently.
[0020] Preferably, when the apparatus is disconnected
from the power supply, the last setting selected is stored
in the memory of the device.

Brief description of the drawings

[0021] Further characteristics and advantages of the
invention will be more apparent from the description of a
preferred but non-exclusive embodiment thereof, illus-
trated by way of non-limiting example in the accompany-
ing drawings, wherein:

Fig. 1 represents a front view of the apparatus ac-
cording to the invention;
Fig. 2 represents a schematic front view of the card
containing the reed for activation of the pump and
the coils for adjusting the sensitivity of this reed;
Fig. 3 represents a schematic top view of the card
of Fig. 2, with the position of the reed activation mag-
net highlighted;
Fig. 4 represents a side view of the apparatus of Fig.
1, in section, with the pump shut down and maximum
pressure in the chamber of the apparatus;
Fig. 5 represents the view of Fig. 4 showing the ap-
paratus at a first cut-in pressure;
Fig. 6 represents the view of Fig. 4 showing the ap-
paratus at a second cut-in pressure;
Fig. 7 represents the view of Fig. 4 showing the ap-
paratus at a third cut-in pressure.

Detailed description of an embodiment of the invention

[0022] With reference to the aforesaid figures, an ap-
paratus for controlling start-up and shut-down of a pump
of water distribution network is indicated as a whole with
the number 10.
[0023] This apparatus comprises a casing 11, which
defines a first chamber 12 provided with an inlet 13 which
can be operatively associated with the delivery side of a
pump (not shown in the figures) and an outlet 14 to con-
nect to the distribution network (also not shown in the
figures).
[0024] The casing 11 also comprises a second cham-
ber 15, hydraulically isolated from the first chamber 12
by means of a wall 16. This second chamber houses
therein at least part of the electronic means for controlling
and managing the apparatus, and in particular a card 17
with electronic components mounted thereon, some of
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which are described below.
[0025] At the outlet 14 there is arranged a system for
detecting and/or measuring the flow of water there-
through, such as, in this example, a flow switch 18 of
known type, which comprises, for example, a slider 19
arranged slidingly in the vertical portion of the outlet 14
and movable upward by the flow of water, when present,
opposing its weight force. When there is no flow, the slider
19 remains lowered to close the outlet 14. The head 19A
of the slider has a given hydraulic tightness with the outlet
14 and is dimensioned so that a minimum predetermined
flow rate corresponds to the pressure jump sufficient to
overcome the weight of the slider.
[0026] The flow switch also comprises a first magnet
20A fixed on one side of the slider 19 close to the wall
16, and a first reed switch 20B arranged on the card 17.
When the flow is below the preset threshold flow value
that enables lifting of the slider, the magnet interacts with
the reed switch, which is closed. When the slider is lifted,
the magnet disengages magnetically from the switch,
which opens, resulting in the generation of a signal en-
abling pump start-up.
[0027] On the vertical portion of the inlet 13 there is
provided a check valve 20 for water from the first chamber
toward the pump.
[0028] In the first chamber 12 there is provided a device
21 for detecting and/or measuring the pressure in said
chamber, such as a pressure switch, adapted to emit a
start-up signal for the pump upon reaching a preset value
defined "cut-in pressure".
[0029] According to the invention, the apparatus 10
comprises a plurality of preset cut-in pressure values
stored in the electronic control and management means,
so that the user is able to choose, according to needs,
the cut-in pressure value most suitable for the actual plant
design.
[0030] To choose the most suitable cut-in pressure val-
ue, the apparatus is provided with interface means avail-
able to the user to select one of the preset cut-in pressure
values of said plurality. In this example, these interface
means comprise, for example, a control panel Q ar-
ranged on the outside of the casing 11, on which there
are available selection controls and other operating indi-
cators. With reference to Fig. 1, the control panel Q has
three LEDs Q1 that indicate the cut-in pressure value
currently in use (in the specific example 1.5/2/2.5 bar)
and a button Q2 that enables selection of the most suit-
able value, by multiple pressing.
[0031] Preferably, this device 21 for detecting and/or
measuring the pressure in the chamber 12 comprises
sensor means 22, better described below, sensitive to
the magnetic field and adapted to produce an effect or a
signal when the size of the magnetic field that surrounds
these sensor means exceeds a given operating value,
corresponding to the cut-in pressure, and therefore the
effect or signal generated by these sensor means 22 is
correlated with the drive of the pump.
[0032] The device 21 also comprises a body 23 sen-

sitive to the pressure in the first chamber 12, movable
along a direction as a function of the pressure value in
the same chamber 12 in such a manner that a portion
23A thereof moves toward or away from the sensor
means 22 on the basis of the pressure in the chamber.
[0033] For example, this body 23 is a stem constrained
to translate in a predetermined direction (for example hor-
izontal). According to a configuration of known type, this
stem 23 is fixed to a membrane 24 and interacts with a
spring 25 in such a manner that the stem is adapted to
take an axial position inside the chamber as a function
of the pressure present in the chamber. When the pres-
sure increases, the stem is drawn by the membrane in a
direction of compression of the spring 25, moving away
from the wall 16 that divides the first chamber from the
second chamber with the card 17 and the sensor means
22; when the pressure drops, the spring 25 thrusts the
stem in the opposite direction (toward the wall 16).
[0034] It can be noted how the end 23A of the stem 23
is adapted to enter a recess 16A defined on the wall 16,
which extends inside the second chamber 15; the card
17 has a through hole 17A to enable arrangement of the
recess 16A.
[0035] The device 21 for detecting and/or measuring
the pressure in the first chamber also comprises mag-
netic means 26 integral with the portion of the stem 23
that moves toward the sensor means 22. These magnetic
means 26 are adapted to produce a magnetic field, here-
inafter defined primary magnetic field, the field lines of
which are indicated with the letter M1.
[0036] Preferably, the sensor means 22 can consist of
a second reed device (hereinafter also indicated with the
number 22) and the magnetic means 26 can consist of
a magnet (hereinafter also indicated with the number 26),
in such a manner that when the magnet 26 moves toward
the second reed device, the reed switch is closed and a
start-up signal for the pump is generated. It is clear that
the value of the primary magnetic field M1 that surrounds
the sensor means 22, i.e. the reed device, is correlated
to the pressure value in the chamber, as the position of
the stem 23 with respect to the reed device 22, i.e. the
distance of the magnet 26 from this reed device, is a
function of the pressure in the chamber.
[0037] Advantageously, the device for detecting and/or
measuring the pressure 21 comprises means 27 adapted
to generate at least one secondary magnetic field (for
example, two secondary magnetic fields, but which can
also be considered as components of a single secondary
magnetic field), distinct from the primary magnetic field
generated by the magnet 26, adapted to surround the
second reed device 22. Therefore, this second reed de-
vice 22 is surrounded by the at least one secondary mag-
netic field and, when the stem 23 moves the magnet 26
toward the reed, due to a negative pressure variation,
also by the primary magnetic field M1 generated by the
magnet 26. Therefore, the operating value of the mag-
netic field that causes on the reed device 22 closing of
the switch and generation of the signal/effect that enables
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activation of the pump, is given by the sum of the value
of the secondary magnetic fields and of the value of the
primary magnetic field that surrounds the second reed
device 22.
[0038] In this configuration, a correlated value of sec-
ondary magnetic field (or secondary magnetic fields) that
surrounds the second reed device 22 correspond to each
said preset cut-in pressure value of the plurality of values
selectable by the user (in the example of the figures, three
values, respectively 1.5, 2 and 2.5 bar; it is understood
that in other examples these values can only be two or
can also be more than three).
[0039] In practice, the presence of a secondary mag-
netic field modifies the "sensitivity" of the second reed
device 22, i.e. a lower value of primary magnetic field is
sufficient (with respect to the case with no secondary
magnetic field) to cause it to close, producing the ef-
fect/signal that activates the pump; a position of the mag-
net moved further away from the second reed device with
respect to the case of no secondary magnetic field i.e. a
position of the stem 23 corresponding to a higher cut-in
pressure, corresponds to a lower value of primary mag-
netic field. Figs. 5, 6 and 7 show the different positions
of the stem 23 with the magnet 26 with respect to the
second reed device 22, respectively corresponding to
the cut-in pressures equal to 2.5 - 2 - 1.5 bar. The sen-
sitivity of the second reed device 22 is indicated in the
figures by an activation area S inside which the flow lines
of the primary magnetic field M1 of the magnets must be
contained. According to the value of the secondary mag-
netic field, this area S has larger or smaller dimensions.
[0040] Preferably, the lower cut-in pressure corre-
sponds to the case in which the secondary magnetic field
is substantially null, i.e. corresponds to the conventional
case.
[0041] According to the preferred embodiment, the
means 27 that generate the secondary magnetic field
consist of at least one coil or inductance through which
the electrical current circulates, thereby generating a
magnetic field that surrounds the second reed device 22.
In this example, there are two coils 28, arranged on the
card 17 with their axes parallel to each other, which gen-
erate two secondary magnetic fields; in particular, they
are arranged on the same side of the card as the reed,
but on opposite sides of the reed, as can be seen in Figs.
2 and 3 (for example, with the reed 22 prevalently com-
prised in the space defined between the two axes of the
coils). The movement of the magnet is preferably orthog-
onal or almost orthogonal to the axes of the coils and to
the card (and preferably orthogonal to the card).
[0042] The electronic means for controlling and man-
aging operation of the device preferably comprise a volt-
age stabilizer inside the circuit (not shown), a microcon-
troller processing circuit, with the program for managing
the whole of the apparatus (not shown), a user interface
(the control panel Q), a circuit for driving the pump (not
shown), the first reed contact 20B for detecting the flow,
the second reed contact 22 for detecting the pressure; a

pair of coils (inductances) 28.
[0043] Advantageously, the electronic control and
management means also comprise means for varying
the electrical current circulating along the coils 28, not
described herein but of a type well known to the person
skilled in the art. For example, these variation means can
be activated by pressing the button Q2 on the control
panel Q. In practice, by pressing the button Q2 this varies,
through an appropriate drive circuit, the current circulat-
ing along the coils and therefore the total secondary mag-
netic field that surrounds the second reed device 22, var-
ying the sensitivity thereof, as described above. There-
fore, a given value of electrical current circulating along
the coils (which can also be equal to "0") corresponds to
each cut-in pressure.
[0044] As already stated, the value of the hydraulic
pressure for which the second reed 22 is activated is
called cut-in pressure; the characteristic of the apparatus
is that of providing a plurality of cut-in pressure values,
which means that it can be regulated by the user.
[0045] The cut-in pressure value depends firstly on the
primary magnetic field generated by the magnet 26 (and
therefore by its position with respect to the second reed
device 22). According to the preferred example, the ap-
paratus enables regulation of the cut-in pressure value
by modifying the magnetic field that surrounds the reed
22 produced through the insertion of two coils (one or
more) in position adjacent to the same reed device.
[0046] The typical sequences of actions that are per-
formed during use of the apparatus are described below.
[0047] Standard operation, with coils not polarized, i.e.
with no current passing through (as if they were not
present). The typical sequence of actions is as follows:

+ starting from the situation in which the hydraulic
system is pressurized example 5 bar)
+ the magnet is in "rest position" (position A1 in Fig. 3);
+ the polarization level of the coils is equal to L1 (pref-
erably null, i.e. no current is circulating and the sec-
ondary magnetic field generated thereby is null);
+ the magnetic field generated (very small or null val-
ue) is insufficient to activate the reed, therefore the
contact is open and the pump is not activated;
+ the hydraulic pressure starts to decrease, conse-
quently the stem 23 starts to move, with the magnet
26 that starts to move in the direction of the reed 22
(according to the direction z);
+ when the magnet 26 reaches the position A2, the
reed contact closes, and the microcontroller inter-
prets this as permission to start the pump;
+ the cut-in pressure of the pump, at the position A2,
is called P1 (for example 1.5 bar).

[0048] Operation with the cut-in pressure regulated
(with coils polarized, i.e. generating a secondary mag-
netic field). The typical sequence of actions is as follows:

+ starting from the situation in which the hydraulic
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system is pressurized (for example 5 bar);
+ the magnet is in "rest position" A1;
+ the polarization level of the coils is taken to a value
(non null) equal to L2 (L2>L1):

+ the magnetic field generated is in any case
insufficient to activate the second reed 22, there-
fore the contact is open and the pump is not
activated;
+ the hydraulic pressure starts to decrease, con-
sequently the magnet starts to move in the di-
rection of the second reed 22;
+ in order for the reed contact 22 to close, it is
now sufficient for the magnet 26 to reach the
position A3, as the presence of the additional
contribution of the secondary magnetic field
generated by the coils 28 has increased the total
value of the magnetic field that acts on the reed
22;
+ the cut-in pressure of the pump, at the position
A3, is called P2 (P2>P1, for example 2 bar).

[0049] It is evident that the sequence of actions in the
two cases is the same, but with a change in the polari-
zation level applied to the coils (i.e. the current that cir-
culates therethrough and consequently the value of mag-
netic field that they generate).
[0050] The number of polarization levels corresponds
to the number of cut-in pressures to be placed at the
user’s disposal.
[0051] The values are pre-loaded in the memory of the
electronic means, and determined during calibration of
the apparatus.
[0052] It is understood that the drawings only show
possible embodiments of the invention, which can vary
in forms and arrangements without however departing
from the scope of protection as defined by the subject-
matter of the appended patent claims . Any reference
numerals in the appended claims are provided purely to
facilitate the reading thereof, in the light of the above
description and accompanying drawings.

Claims

1. Apparatus for controlling start-up and shut-down of
a pump of a water distribution network, comprising:

- a chamber (12) provided with an inlet (13)
which can be operatively associated with the de-
livery side of a pump and an outlet (14) opera-
tively connected to the water network,
- a system (18) for detecting and/or measuring
the flow of water through said outlet (14) adapted
to emit a start-up signal for the pump upon reach-
ing a preset flow threshold value,
- a device (21) for detecting and/or measuring
the pressure in said chamber (12) adapted to

emit a start-up signal for the pump of the network
upon reaching a preset value defined "cut-in
pressure",
- electronic controlling and managing means
(17) for controlling and managing operation of
the device,

- a plurality of preset cut-in pressure values stored
in said electronic control and management means
(17), and interface means (Q) available to the user
to select one of the preset cut-in pressure values of
said plurality of preset cut-in pressure values, char-
acterized in that said device for detecting and/or
measuring the pressure (21) in said chamber (12)
comprises:

- sensor means (22), sensitive to the magnetic
field, adapted to produce an effect/signal when
the size of the magnetic field that surrounds said
sensor means (22) exceeds a given operating
value, said effect/signal being correlated with
the drive of said pump,
- a body (23) sensitive to the pressure in said
chamber (12), movable along a direction as a
function of the pressure value in said chamber
(12) in such a manner that a portion (23A) there-
of moves toward or away from said sensor
means (22) on the basis of the pressure in said
chamber (12),
- magnetic means (26) integral with said portion
(23A) of the movable body, adapted to produce
a magnetic field, defined primary magnetic field
(M1), the value of the primary magnetic field
(M1) that surrounds said sensor means (22) be-
ing correlated to the pressure value in said
chamber (12), the position of said body (23), or
the distance of said magnetic means (26) from
said sensor means (22), being a function of the
pressure in said chamber (12).

2. Apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said sensor
means (22), sensitive to the magnetic field, comprise
a reed device.

3. Apparatus according to claim 1 or 2, wherein said
magnetic means comprise at least one magnet (26)
integral with said body (23).

4. Apparatus according to one or more of claims 1, 2
or 3, wherein said device for detecting and/or meas-
uring the pressure (21) in said chamber (12) com-
prises means (28) adapted to produce at least a sec-
ondary magnetic field, distinct from the primary mag-
netic field (M1) produced by said magnetic means
(26), adapted to surround said sensor means (22),
said at least one secondary magnetic field surround-
ing said sensor means (22) with a value such that it
does not produce said effect/signal; the operating
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value that produces said signal/effect being given by
the sum of the value of secondary magnetic field that
surrounds said sensor means (22) and of the value
of primary magnetic field (M1) that surrounds the
same sensor means (22), a correlated value of said
at least one secondary magnetic field that surrounds
said sensor means (22) corresponding to each said
preset cut-in pressure value of said plurality of values
selectable by the user.

5. Apparatus according to claims 2, 3 and 4, wherein
said means for producing said at least one second-
ary magnetic field comprise at least one coil or in-
ductance (28) adapted to generate a magnetic field
that surrounds said reed device.

6. Apparatus according to claim 5, wherein said means
for producing said at least one secondary magnetic
field comprise means for variation of the current cir-
culating along said coil/inductance (28) associated
with said electronic means and with said interface
means (Q) on which there is at least one control
adapted to vary the quantity of said current in said
at least one coil (28).

7. Apparatus according to claim 5 or 6, comprising an
electronic card (17) in which there is arranged said
reed device and at least one coil (28) generating said
at least one secondary magnetic field arranged on
the same side of said card (17) with respect to said
reed device.

8. Apparatus according to claim 5, 6 or 7, comprising
at least two coils (28) generating said at least one
secondary magnetic field arranged with its axes (x)
of polarization mutually parallel; the axis of polariza-
tion of said at least one magnet (26) being orthogonal
to the plane on which the axes of said coils (28) lie;
preferably, the direction of movement of said at least
one magnet (26) being orthogonal to the plane on
which the axes of said coils (28) lie; the plane on
which the axes of said coils (28) lie preferably being
substantially parallel to said electronic card (17).

9. Apparatus according to claim 8, wherein said reed
device is comprised in a space defined between two
parallel planes on which the axes of said coils (28) lie.

Patentansprüche

1. Vorrichtung zum Steuern des Anlaufs und Abschal-
tens einer Pumpe eines Wasserverteilungsnetzes,
die Folgendes umfasst:

- eine Kammer (12), die mit einem Einlass (13)
versehen ist, der wirksam mit der Abgabeseite
einer Pumpe verbunden werden kann, und ei-

nem Auslass (14), der wirksam mit dem Was-
sernetz verbunden ist,
- ein System (18) zum Detektieren und/oder
Messen des Wasserflusses durch den Auslass
(14), das eingerichtet ist, ein Anlaufsignal für die
Pumpe beim Erreichen eines voreingestellten
Flussschwellwertes auszugeben,
- eine Vorrichtung (21) zum Detektieren
und/oder Messen des Druckes in der Kammer
(12), die eingerichtet ist, ein Anlaufsignal für die
Pumpe des Netzes beim Erreichen eines vor-
eingestellten definierten Wertes "Einschalt-
druck" auszugeben,
- elektronische Steuer- und Verwaltungsmittel
(17) zum Steuern und Verwalten des Betriebs
der Vorrichtung,
- eine Anzahl an voreingestellten Einschalt-
druckwerten, die in dem elektronischen Steuer-
und Verwaltungsmittel (17) gespeichert sind,
und Schnittstellenmittel (Q), die für den Nutzer
verfügbar sind, um einen der voreingestellten
Einschaltdruckwerte der Anzahl an voreinge-
stellten Einschaltdruckwerte zu wählen, da-
durch gekennzeichnet, dass die Vorrichtung
zum Detektieren und/oder Messen des Druckes
(21) in der Kammer (12) umfasst:

- Sensormittel (22), die gegenüber dem Ma-
gnetfeld empfindlich sind, eingerichtet zum
Erzeugen eines Effekts/Signals, wenn die
Größe des Magnetfeldes, welches die Sen-
sormittel (22) umgibt, einen vorgegebenen
Betriebswert überschreitet, wobei der Ef-
fekt/das Signal mit dem Antrieb der Pumpe
korreliert ist,
- einen Körper (23), der gegenüber dem
Druck in der Kammer (12) empfindlich ist,
als eine Funktion des Druckwertes in der
Kammer (12) entlang einer Richtung auf ei-
ne solche Weise beweglich, dass ein Teil
(23A) davon sich auf Basis des Druckes in
der Kammer (12) auf das Sensormittel (22)
zu oder davon weg bewegt,
- Magnetmittel (26), einstückig mit dem Teil
(23A) des beweglichen Körpers, eingerich-
tet zum Erzeugen eines Magnetfeldes, de-
finiert als primäres Magnetfeld (M1), wobei
der Wert des primären Magnetfeldes (M1),
welches das Sensormittel (22) umgibt, mit
dem Druckwert in der Kammer (12), der Po-
sition des Körpers (23) oder dem Abstand
des Magnetmittels (26) von dem Sensormit-
tel (22), was eine Funktion des Druckes in
der Kammer (12) ist, korreliert ist.

2. Vorrichtung gemäß Anspruch 1, wobei das Sensor-
mittel (22), das gegenüber dem Magnetfeld empfind-
lich ist, eine Reed-Vorrichtung umfasst.
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3. Vorrichtung gemäß Anspruch 1 oder 2, wobei das
Magnetmittel mindestens einen Magneten (26) ein-
stückig mit dem Körper (23) umfasst.

4. Vorrichtung gemäß einem oder mehreren der An-
sprüche 1, 2 oder 3, wobei die Vorrichtung zum De-
tektieren und/oder Messen des Druckes (21) in der
Kammer (12) Mittel (28) umfasst, die zum Erzeugen
mindestens eines sekundären Magnetfeldes einge-
richtet sind, das sich von dem primären Magnetfeld
(M1), das durch das Magnetmittel (26) erzeugt wird,
unterscheidet, eingerichtet zum Umgeben des Sen-
sormittels (22), wobei das mindestens eine sekun-
däre Magnetfeld das Sensormittel (22) mit einem sol-
chen Wert umgibt, dass es nicht den Effekt/das Si-
gnal erzeugt; der Betriebswert, der das Signal/den
Effekt erzeugt, durch die Summe des Wertes des
sekundären Magnetfeldes, welches das Sensormit-
tel (22) umgibt, und des Wertes des primären Mag-
netfeldes (M1), welches dasselbe Sensormittel (22)
umgibt, gegeben ist, wobei ein korrelierter Wert des
mindestens einen sekundären Magnetfeldes, wel-
ches das Sensormittel (22) umgibt, jedem der vor-
eingestellten Einschaltdruckwerte der Anzahl an
Werten, die durch den Nutzer wählbar sind, ent-
spricht.

5. Vorrichtung gemäß Ansprüchen 2, 3 und 4, wobei
das Mittel zum Erzeugen des mindestens einen se-
kundären Magnetfeldes mindestens eine Spule oder
Induktanz (28) umfasst, die zum Erzeugen eines Ma-
gnetfeldes, welches die Reed-Vorrichtung umgibt,
eingerichtet ist.

6. Vorrichtung gemäß Anspruch 5, wobei das Mittel
zum Erzeugen des mindestens einen sekundären
Magnetfeldes ein Mittel zur Veränderung des
Stroms, der in der Spule/Induktanz (28) fließt, um-
fasst, das mit dem elektronischen Mittel und mit dem
Schnittstellenmittel (Q) verbunden ist, auf dem es
mindestens eine Steuerung gibt, die zum Verändern
der Stromstärke in der mindestens einen Spule (28)
eingerichtet ist.

7. Vorrichtung gemäß Anspruch 5 oder 6, die eine elek-
tronische Karte (17) umfasst, in welcher die Reed-
Vorrichtung angeordnet ist, und mindestens eine
Spule (28), die das mindestens eine sekundäre Ma-
gnetfeld erzeugt, auf derselben Seite der Karte (17)
hinsichtlich der Reed-Vorrichtung angeordnet ist.

8. Vorrichtung gemäß Ansprüchen 5, 6 oder 7, die min-
destens zwei Spulen (28) umfasst, die das mindes-
tens eine sekundäre Magnetfeld erzeugen und mit
ihren Polarisierungsachsen (x) gegenseitig parallel
angeordnet sind; wobei die Polarisierungsachse des
mindestens einen Magneten (26) senkrecht zu der
Ebene ist, auf der die Achsen der Spulen (28) liegen;

wobei die Bewegungsrichtung des mindestens ei-
nen Magneten (26) bevorzugt senkrecht zu der Ebe-
ne ist, auf der die Achsen der Spulen (28) liegen; die
Ebene, auf der die Achsen der Spulen (28) liegen,
bevorzugt im Wesentlichen parallel zu der elektro-
nischen Karte (17) liegt.

9. Vorrichtung gemäß Anspruch 8, wobei die Reed-
Vorrichtung sich in einem Raum befindet, der zwi-
schen zwei parallelen Ebenen definiert ist, auf denen
die Achsen der Spulen (28) liegen.

Revendications

1. Appareil pour commander le démarrage et l’arrêt
d’une pompe d’un réseau de distribution d’eau,
comprenant :

- une chambre (12) prévue avec une entrée (13)
qui peut être associée fonctionnellement avec
un côté de délivrance d’une pompe et une sortie
(14) connectée de manière fonctionnelle au ré-
seau hydrique,
- un système (18) pour détecter et/ou mesurer
le débit d’eau à travers ladite sortie (14) apte à
émettre un signal de démarrage pour la pompe
lorsqu’une valeur de seuil de débit prédétermi-
née est atteinte,
- un dispositif (21) pour détecter et/ou mesurer
la pression dans ladite chambre (12) apte à
émettre un signal de démarrage pour la pompe
du réseau lorsqu’une valeur prédéterminée dé-
finie comme étant une « redémarrage » est at-
teinte,
- des moyens électroniques de commande et
gestion (17) pour commander et gérer le fonc-
tionnement du dispositif,
- une pluralité de valeurs de pression de redé-
marrage prédéterminées stockées dans lesdits
moyens électroniques de commande et de ges-
tion (17) et des moyens d’interfaçage (Q) dispo-
nibles à l’utilisateur pour sélectionner l’une des
valeurs de pression de redémarrage prédéter-
minées parmi ladite pluralité de valeurs de pres-
sion de redémarrage prédéterminées, caracté-
risé en ce que ledit dispositif pour détecter et/ou
mesurer la pression (21) dans ladite chambre
(12) comprend :

- des moyens de détection (22), sensibles
au champ magnétique, aptes à pour produi-
re un effet/signal lorsque l’importance du
champ magnétique qui entoure lesdits
moyens de détection (22) excède une va-
leur de fonctionnement donnée, ledit ef-
fet/signal étant corrélé avec l’actionnement
de ladite pompe,
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- un organe (23) sensible à la pression dans
ladite chambre (12), déplaçable dans une
direction en fonction de la valeur de la pres-
sion dans ladite chambre (12) de telle ma-
nière qu’une partie (23A) de cet organe se
déplace vers ou s’éloigne desdits moyens
de détection (22) sur la base de la pression
dans ladite chambre (12),
- des moyens magnétiques (26) intégrés à
ladite partie (23A) de l’organe déplaçable,
aptes à produire un champ magnétique dé-
fini comme étant un champ magnétique pri-
maire (M1), la valeur du champ magnétique
primaire (M1) qui entoure lesdits moyens
de détection (22) étant corrélée à la valeur
de la pression dans ladite chambre (12), la
position dudit organe (23), ou la distance
desdits moyens magnétiques (26) desdits
moyens de détection (22) étant fonction de
la pression dans ladite chambre (12).

2. Appareil selon la revendication 1, dans lequel lesdits
moyens de détection (22), sensibles au champ ma-
gnétique, comprennent un dispositif à lame.

3. Appareil selon la revendication 1 ou 2, dans lequel
lesdits moyens magnétiques comprennent au moins
un aimant (26) intégré audit organe (23).

4. Appareil selon une ou plusieurs des revendications
1, 2 ou 3, dans lequel ledit dispositif pour détecter
et/ou mesurer la pression (21) dans ladite chambre
(12) comprend des moyens (28) aptes à produire au
moins un champ magnétique secondaire, distinct du
champ magnétique primaire (M1) produit par lesdits
moyens magnétiques (26), apte à entourer lesdits
moyens de détection (22), ledit ou lesdits champ(s)
magnétique(s) secondaire (s) entourant lesdits
moyens de détection (22) avec une valeur telle qu’el-
le ne produit pas ledit effet/signal ; la valeur de fonc-
tionnement qui produit ledit signal/effet étant donnée
par la somme de la valeur du champ magnétique
secondaire qui entoure lesdits moyens de détection
(22) et de la valeur du champ magnétique primaire
(M1) qui entoure les mêmes moyens de détection
(22), une valeur corrélée dudit ou desdits champ(s)
magnétique(s) secondaire(s) qui entoure lesdits
moyens de détection (22) correspondant à chaque
valeur de pression de redémarrage prédéterminée
de ladite pluralité de valeurs sélectionnables par l’uti-
lisateur.

5. Appareil selon les revendications 2, 3 ou 4, dans
lequel lesdits moyens pour produire ledit ou lesdits
champ(s) magnétique(s) secondaire(s) compren-
nent au moins une bobine ou inductance (28) apte
à générer un champ magnétique qui entoure ledit
dispositif à lame.

6. Appareil selon la revendication 5, dans lequel lesdits
moyens de production dudit ou desdits champ(s)
magnétique(s) secondaire(s) comprennent des
moyens pour faire varier le courant circulant dans
ladite bobine/inductance (28) associée avec lesdits
moyens électroniques et avec lesdits moyens d’in-
terfaçage (Q) sur lesquels il y a au moins une com-
mande apte à faire varier la quantité dudit courant
dans ladite ou lesdites bobine(s) (28).

7. Appareil selon la revendication 5 ou 6, comprenant
une carte électronique (17) dans laquelle est agencé
ledit dispositif à lame et au moins une bobine (28)
générant ledit ou lesdits champ(s) magnétique(s) se-
condaire(s) agencés du même côté de ladite carte
(17) par rapport audit dispositif à lame.

8. Appareil selon la revendication 5, 6 ou 7, comprenant
au moins deux bobines (28) générant ledit ou lesdits
champ(s) magnétique(s) secondaire(s) agencées
avec leurs axes (x) de polarisation parallèles les uns
aux autres ; l’axe de polarisation dudit ou desdits
aimants (26) étant orthogonal au plan sur lequel les
axes desdites bobines (28) s’étendent ; de préféren-
ce, la direction du mouvement dudit ou desdits
aimant(s) (26) étant orthogonale au plan sur lequel
les axes desdits bobines (28) s’étendent ; le plan sur
lequel les axes desdits bobines (28) s’étendent étant
de préférence sensiblement parallèles à ladite carte
électronique (17).

9. Appareil selon la revendication 8, dans lequel ledit
dispositif à lame est compris dans un espace défini
entre deux plans parallèles sur lesquels les axes
desdites bobines (28) s’étendent.
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