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This invention relates to certain novel improve 
ments in sandals, and has for its principal object 
the provision of an improved construction of this 
character which will be highly efficient in use 
and economical in manufacture. 

It is an object of this invention to provide an 
improved sandal and, more specifically, to pro 
vide an improved flexible structure for effecting 
articulation between the instep and toe portions. 

It is another object of the invention to pro 
vide an improved sandal that is particularly 
adapted for outdoor use, such as, for example, 
for wear at bathing beaches, and the like. 

It is another object of the invention to provide 
improved means for effecting articulation be 
tween the toe and instep portions, which means 
will not be affected or injured by exposure to 
water. 
Other objects will appear hereinafter. 
The invention consists in the novel combination 

and arrangement of parts to be hereinafter de 
scribed and claimed. 
The invention will be best understood by refer 

ence to the accompanying drawing showing the 
preferred form of construction, and in which: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of an embodiment 
of the invention associated with a sandal of 
conventional design, 

Fig. 2 is a plan view of the sandal and the pres 
ent invention embodied therein, on line 2-2 in 
Fig. 1; and 

Fig. 3 is a sectional view on line 3-3 in Fig. 2. 
Referring to the drawing, wherein a practical 

embodiment of the invention is illustrated, a 
sandal embodying the present invention is indi 
cated generally at 10 and includes the heel 11, 
instep portion 12, toe portion 13, toe straps 14, 
and ankle harness 15, all of which may be of 
conventional design, the instep portion 12 and toe 
portion 13 being preferably made of light but rigid 
material such as a suitable kind of light wood 
provided with an exterior protective coating 20 
of paint or the like. The present invention con 
sists in the provision of improved means for . 
effecting articulation between the toe portion 13 
and instep portion 12 while providing for com 
fort to the Wearer. 
In this connection, there is interposed between 

the toe portion 13 and instep portion 12 a section 
16 of flexible material which is preferably, though 
not necessarily, of a relatively tough fabric and 
rubber composition. This section 16 is recessed, 
as at 17, to receive a cushion 18 of flexible mate 
rial Such, for example, as fabric-bearing rubber 
which extends transversely across the sandal and 

(C. 36-1.5) 

which is cemented into or otherwise Suitably Se 
cured in, the recess 17. 
The manner of attaching the section 16 to the 

toe portion 13 will now be described, and since the 
same scheme is employed for attaching Said Sec 
tion 16 to the instep portion 12, only one descrip 
tion will be given and the reference numerals ap 
plied in the description of the connection between 
Section 16 and toe portion 13 will be primed 
to indicate similar parts in the connection be 
tween section 16 and the instep 12. 
The toe portion 13 has a plurality of notches 

19, each substantially keystone-shaped, formed 
therein on the side thereof that is disposed to 
ward the section 16 and fitted into these notches 
19 are similarly shaped fingers 21 of the Section 
16 while the section 16 has notches 22 formed 
therein into which are fitted the fingers 23 of 
the toe portion 13. Each of the fingers 23 is re 
cessed on its upper side, as at 25 (Fig. 3) and ex 
tending deeper into each finger 23 from the re 
cess 25 is a recess 26. The Section 16 includes 
tongues 27 which fit into the recesses 25 in the 
fingers 23 and these tongues 27 include portions 
28 which fit into the recesses 26 in the fingers 23 
so that when viewed from the top, (Fig. 1) a flap 
appears to overlap the toe portion 13, as indi 
cated at 29, it being understood that the flap 29 
is formed by the upper sides of the fingers 21 and 
the tongues 27 and portions 28; the union of toe 
portion 13 and instep portion 12 with the sec 
tion 16 being thus, in part, a dovetail connection 
with the flaps 29 and 29' qverlying and concealing 
the dovetail joints which are cemented together 
and with the tongues 27 and portions 28 cemented 
into the recesses 25 and 26 respectively. 
The toe straps 14 are attached to the toe por-. 

tion 13 and instep portion 12 by nails 30 which 
are driven through the outermost fingers 21 into 
the outside fingers 23 (Fig. 2) and the heads 31 of 
these nails 30 are concealed by the larger heads 
32 of shorter nails 33 which are driven into the 
Outermost fingers 21. 
In use, the ball of the wearer's foot will rest 

on the rubber cushion 18 and the flaps 29 and 
29' will prevent pinching at the joints between 
the toe portion 13 and section 16 and between 
the instep portion 12 and section 16, thus en 
hancing the comfort to be obtained in wearing a 
sandal embodying the invention, while the flaps 
29 and 29' will prevent water from getting into 
the dovetail joints. It is apparent, moreover, 
that the dovetailed fingers which provide connec 
tion between the section 16 and the toe and in 
step portions permit the Sandal to flex, in use, 
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into dotted line position of Fig. 3, while prevent 
ing the section 16 from becoming Separated Or 
detached from the toe and instep portion to which 
it is attached. Further assurance against Sepa 
ration of the section 16 from the toe and instep 
portions is provided by the nails 30, which extend 
through the outside fingers. 21 and are anchored 
in the adjacent fingers 23. 
While I have illustrated and described the pre 

ferred form of construction for carrying my in 
vention into effect, this is capable of variation and 
modification, without departing from the spirit 
of the invention. I, therefore, do not wish to be 
limited to the precise details of construction set 
forth, but desire to avail myself of such varia 
tions and modifications as come within the scope 
of the appended claims. 

Having thus described my invention, what I 
claim as new and desire to protect by Letters 
Patent is: 

1. A Sandal, comprising toe and instep por 
tions, and means providing articulation between 
the Said toe and instep portions, said means com 
prising a section of flexible material interposed 
between Said portions and having a recess ex 
tending longitudinally thereof, a cushion dis 
posed in Said recess, and means providing connec 
tion between said section of flexible material and 
Said toe portion and between said section of 
flexible material and said instep portion. 

2. A Sandal, comprising toe and instep portions, 
and means providing articulation between the 
Said toe and instep portions, said means compris 
ing a section of flexible material interposed be 
tween said toe and instep portions and having a 
recess extending longitudinally thereof, a cushion 
disposed in Said recess, and means providing con 
nection between said section of flexible material 
and said toe portion and between said section 
and Said instep portion, said connection include 
ing fingers On Said Section and fingers on each of 

1,964,864 
said portions cooperating therewith, said second 
named fingers having recesses formed in the 
upper faces thereof, and said section including 
tongues disposed in Said recesses. 

3. A sandal, comprising toe and instep por 
tions, and means for providing articulation be 
tween said toe and instep portions, said means 
comprising a Section of flexible material inter 
posed between Said toe and instep portions and 
having a recess extending longitudinally there 
of, a cushion disposed in said recess, and means 
providing a dovetail connection between said 
section of flexible material and said toe portion 
and between Said section and said instep portion, 
Said connection including fingers on Said section 
and fingers on each of Said portions cooperating 
therewith, said second named fingers having re 
ceSSes formed in the upper faces thereof, and said 
section including tongues disposed in said re 
CeSSeS. 

4. A Sandal, comprising a toe portion and an in 
step portion spaced therefrom, toe straps span 
ning the Space between said toe and instep por 
tions, and means providing articulation between 
Said toe and instep portions, said means includ 
ing a Section of flexible material interposed be 
tween Said toe and instep portions and having a 
recess extending longitudinally thereof, a cushion 
disposed in Said receSS, and means providing 
dovetail connection between said section and said 
toe portion and between Said Section and said in 
step portion, said connection including fingers 
On Said Section and fingers on each of said portions 
cooperating therewith, said second named fingers 
having recesses formed in the upper faces there 
of, said Section including tongues disposed in said 
receSSes, and Connecting elements inserted 
through the outermost fingers of said section into 
the adjacent fingers respectively of said toe and 
instep portions. 
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