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This invention relates to electric heating pads
and more especially to means for temporarily
fastening such pads to any part of the body and
one of the objects of the invention is to provide

§ such fastening means in combination with an aux-
iliary cover of pliable, thin and porous fabric
which will not impair the heat radiating efficiency
of the electric heating pad and will form a pro-
tective and reinforcing casing for it.

10 Another object of this invention is to so attach
the fastening means to the auxiliary cover that
the heating’ pad can be fastened in place when
placed around both large and small parts of the
body.

15 Other objects and attendant advantages will
be more readily apparent from the detailed de-
scription of one embodiment of my invention ref-
erence being had to the accompanying drawings
in which

20 Figure 1 is a perspective view of an electric
heating pad provided with my combined auxiliary
cover and fastening means.

Figure 2 is g top plan view of the electric heat-
ing pad and cover illustrated in Figure 1, the

25 dotted lines in this figure showing how the fasten-

~ing means permit the enveloping of a small part
of the body, such as an arm or limb, which makes
necessary the overlapping of the sides of the elec-
tric heating pad.

30  Figure 3 is a perspective view of a modified form

- of the combined auxiliary cover and fastening
means and the heating pad placed within the
cover,

In the figures of the drawings like reference

35 numerals indicate like parts.

The auxiliary cover and fastening means for
electric heating pads forming the subject mat-
ter of my present invention serves to materially
increase the utility of such heating pads in addi-

40 tjon to keeping the pad proper from being soiled.

As illustrated in the figures the cover is made

up in the form of a flat and narrow bag 1 hav-

ing its top left open. The electric heating pad

2 is inserted into the cover thru the open top

until all but the upper end of the pad is sur-

rounded by it. The material from which the bag
shaped cover is made up is preferably a thin,
flexible and porous or loosely woven fabric which
permits a quick radiation of the heat generated
by the heating pad. The electric cord 3 thru
which the electric current is furnished to the
pad and which is permanently attached to the pad
and its heating unit, enters the open end of the
55 cover so as not to interfere with the ready in-

45

sertion of the pad into the cover 1 or its removal
from it.

The fastening means proper are provided by
one or more straps 4, 4 which are sewed or other-
wise suiftably fastened to one side of the cover
as illustrated in Figure 1. These straps are also
made up of flexible material and are fastened
to the cover at an intermediate point with one
end of the strap leading from the cover pref-
erably longer than the other. The straps are
fastened to one side of the cover but only for
a short distance as illustrated in all of the fig-
ures. This is essential because it permits the
folding of the pad with its cover around a small
part of the body, such as an arm or limb, with-
out impairing the function of the fastening straps.
In folding the pad around a body-of small cir-
cumference, the ends of the pad must overlap
each other as illustrated in dotted lines in Fig-
ure 2 and the portion of the sides of the cover
which are free from the straps permit such an
overlapping of the sides of the pad and cover
without interference by the straps. Further-
more the straps are free to encircle the over-
lapped portions of the pad and cover and when
the ends are tied together hold the cover and
pad, including the overlapped portions thereof,
firmly in place.

‘While I have shown three straps fastened to
the cover, it is understood that but one or two
may be used. On the other hand if two or more
straps are provided on the cover only one of them
may be used to fasten the heating pad and cover
in place.

From the foregoing description it will be seen

-that, while the cover is not positively fastened

to the heating pad, it provides a protective rein-
forcing casing for the pad which in turn pro-
vides positive means for fastening the pad in
place as above pointed out. With the fastening
straps fastened to the cover the pad may thus
be fastened in place without in any way strain-
ing the structure of the heating pad proper.

In the modified form of the cover and its fas-
tening means illustrated in Figure 3, the straps
6, 6 are not permanently fastened to one side
of the cover, but pass thru a series of eyelets
7, 7 which are inserted into the side of the cover.
These eyelets are so arranged in the side of the
cover that the straps 6, 6 may be passed there-
thru either parallel to the top and hottom or
parallel to the ends of the pad or parallel to both
the top and bottom and ends thereof. In this
way the cover and its heating pad may be tied
to the body in either direction.
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I claim:

A flexible fabric cover for flexible electric heat-
ing pads, made up in the form of a thin bag to
reduce its heat insulating property to a mini-
mum, said bag having the outline and shape of
the electrical pad and having one end of the bag
open to permit the pad to slide in and out of the
bag, a strap having an intermediate section
thereof fastened to one side of the bag inter-
mediate the top, bottom and ends thereof to per-

1,975,320

mit the bag and the pad within it to encircle a
member to be heated in such a manner that the
top and bottom or the ends of the bag and pad
overlap each other with the strap encircling the
overlapped portions and the reduced perimeter
of the bag and pad from opposite sides thereof to
hold the overlapped portions of the bag and pad
against the member around which the bag and
pad is wound.
JOSEPH P, MACSWEENEY.
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