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(57) Abstract: Provided are an image capture device and a focus control
method whereby it is possible to reduce time to completion of focus control
and carry out high-speed auto-focus even when using both focus control from
phase difference auto-focus and focus control from contrast auto-focus in
combination. A digital camera carries out a correlation computation of two
images which are captured by pixel pairs (P1), carries out a correlation com-
putation of two images which are captured by pixel pairs (P2), and, on the
basis of information which is generated from the results of these two correla-
tion computations, determines the reliability of the correlation computation
results. The digital camera carries out contrast auto-focus if the reliability is
low. In such a circumstance, the digital camera variably controls a movement
step (arbitrary distance) when moving a focus lens in a prescribed range for
contrast value computation according to how high the reliability is.
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