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The present invention relates generally to a container
for a towel or similar item, and more particular to cer-
tain improvements enabling the efficient use of the con-
tainer as a dispensing device.

There are a great variety of materials customarily put
up in a supply roll by being wound about a cardboard
core and then consumed or used by having lengths of
said material detached from the supply roll. Perhaps the
most popular of these materials is paper toweling. More-
over, for numerous reasons such as to prevent the inad-
vertent unwinding of the supply roll, or to protect the
material from soilage during storage, etc., it is desirable
that the supply roll be suitably disposed within a protec-
tive container. Heretofore, however, it has not been pos-
sible to provide an entirely satisfactory container which,
for example, is an article of manufacture which is eco-
nomically mass produced, or which, from the viewpoint
of convenience and use, does not interfere with the dis-
pensing of the material. This is particularly true in the
case of paper toweling, which is relatively inexpensive and
thus requires a correspondingly inexpensive combination
container and dispensing device.

Broadly, it is an object of the present invention to over-

come the foregoing and other shortcomings of the prior s

art, Specifically, it is an object to provide a dispensing
device which particularly lends itself to economical mass
production, and which significantly facilitates the dispens-
ing of the material.

An embodiment of a dispensing device demonstrating
features and advantages of the present invention is pref-
erably an inexpensive plastic article of manufacture hav-
ing a cylindrically shaped body member formed by a rela-
tively thin, pliable plastic wall. Appropriate means are
provided internally of the body member for supporting
the supply roll in a clearance position for free rotation
within said body member. The body member is also pro-
vided with an appropriate exit opening therein for un-
winding a length of the material from the supply roll.
When it is desired to detach this length of material from
the supply roll, it is necessary only to exert an external
pressure on the body member which presses the pliable
wall of said member from its clearance position about the
supply roll into frictional engagement with said supply
roll. This has the effect of holding the supply roll against
rotation while the user of the device readily detaches
the unwound length of material from the supply roll.

The above brief description, as well as further ob-
jects, features and advantages of the present invention,
will be more fully appreciated by reference to the follow-
ing detailed description of a presently preferred, but none-
theless illustrative embodiment in accordance with the
present invention, when taken in conjunction with the ac-
companying drawings, wherein:

FIG. 1 is an exploded perspective view of a dispensing
device demonstrating features of the present invention;

FIG. 2 is an elevational view, in section, of said dis-
pensing device; and

FIG. 3 is an end elevational view, in section, taken on
line 3—3 of FIG. 2.

Shown in the drawings is a paper towel dispensing de-
vice, generally designated 10, which demonstrates features
of the preesnt invention. Preferably the device 10 is
fabricated as an inexpensive plastic article of manufacture
and has a substantially cylindrical body member 12 formed
by a relatively thin pliable plastic wall. In an obvious
manner the dispensing device 10 serves as an effective pro-
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tective container for a paper towel P which in practice
is housed within the enclosure 14 defined by said device
18. Preferably, the paper towel P is of the type having
transverse perforations 16 at spaced intervals along its
length for ready detachment of length portions of said
paper. Further, the paper towel P is preferably put up
in a supply roil 18 on a cardboard core 20.

In the illustrated preferred embodiment of the device
10, an end wall 22 is molded integrally with the body
member 12, while a detachable cap 24 serves as the op-
posite end closure for the internal chamber or enclo-
sure 14, Thus, there is provided an end opening 26 for
loading the supply roll 18 within the dispensing device 16,
Another comparatively larger opening 28 is provided in
the body member 12 and serves as an exit opening for a
length of paper P unwound from a supply roll 18 disposed
in practice within the dispenser 10.

As is perhaps best shown in FIG. 2, a pair of facing
axial projections 39 and 32 are molded integrally on the
end wall 22 and cap 24 respectively, and in an obvious
manner serve to mount the supply roll 18 for rotation
within the dispensing device 1. More particularly, the
cardboard core 20 is fitted over each of the projections
30, 32, and it is contemplated that the radial dimension
of the supply roll 18 will be such that there is sufficient
clearance space C between said supply roll 18 and the in-
ner surface 12a of the pliable wall forming the body
member 12. Thus, an end of the paper towel P is easily
grasped and a length portion thereof unwound from the
supply roll 18 through the exit opening 28. When it is
desired to detach the unwound length portion of the paper
towel P from the supply roll 18, it is necessary only to
exert an external pressure, by hand, on the pliable body
member 12 which has the desired effect of then holding
the supply roll 18 against rotation. That is, as best shown
in FIG. 3, the externally applied pressure is effective to
press the pliable body member 12 from its clearance po-
sition about the supply roll 18 into frictional engagement
with said supply roll to effectively hold said supply roll
against rotation. While the supply roll 18 is thus held
against rotation, it is contemplated that the user of the dis-
pensing device 10 will snap the unwound length portion of
paper towel P from the supply roll 18 along a line of per-
forations 16.

Although not essential to the functioning of the device
10 as just described, in a preferred form the pliable body
member 12 is advantageously provided with a medial re-
duced diameter section 125 serving as a convenient hand
grip for the device 10. Spaced ribs 34 integrally molded
in the body section 12b serve to provide some rigidity
to this section while not adversely effecting the ability
to press this section into frictional engagement with the
supply roll 18 for the purposes previously mentioned.
Further, although not shown, if the supply roll of paper
toweling is not provided with perforated lines to permit
ready detachment of length portions thereof, use can
be made of an appropriate cutting edge such as serrated
teeth or the like appropriately mounted along one of the
long edges of the exit opening 28.

A latitude of modification, change and substitution is
intended in the foregoing disclosure and in some instances
some features of the invention will be employed without
a corrseponding use of other features. Accordingly, it
is appropriate that the appended claims be construed
broadly and in a manner consistent with the spirit and
scope of the invention herein.

What is claimed is:

1. A dispensing device for a continuous strip of ma-
terial comprising a hollow body member serving as a pro-
tective enclosure for a supply roll of said material, said
body member having means internally thereof for mount-
ing said material supply roll in a position of clearance
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within said body member for free rotation permitting the
unwinding of a length portion of said material from said
supply roll, said body member having an exit opening
therein for said unwound length portion and fabricated of
a pliable material such that pressure applied externally
thereon is effective to urge said body member from said
clearance position about said supply roll into frictional
contact therewith to hold said supply roll against rota-
tion during detachment of said unwound length portion
of said material from said supply roll.

2. A dispensing device as defined in claim 1 including
end closure members for said body member, each of said
end closure members having axial projections therein on
which said supply roll is journalled for rotation.

3. A dispensing device for a continuous strip of ma-
terial of the type having successive length portions detach-
able along transversely oriented perforated lines pro-
vided at spaced intervals in said material comprising a hol-
low body member having an outer wall defining a protec-
tive enclosure for a supply roll of said material, said body
member having at least one end opening therein for load-
ing a supply roll of material within said enclosure and an-
other opening therein for unwinding a length portion of
said material from said supply roll, said body member
further having means internally thereof for mounting said
material supply roll in a position of clearance from said
outer wall within said body member for free rotation
therein during the unwinding of a length portion of ma-
terial from said supply roll, and said wall of said body
member being fabricated of a pliable material such that
pressure applied externally of said wall is effective to urge
said wall from said clearance position about said sup-
ply roll into frictional contact therewith to hold said sup-
ply roll against rotation during detachment of said un-
wound length portion of said material from said supply
roll along one of said perforated lines in said material.

4. A dispensing device for a continuous strip of ma-
terial of the type having successive length portions detach-
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able along transversely oriented perforated lines provided
at spaced intervals in said material comprising a hollow
body member having an outer wall defining a protective
enclosure for a supply roll of said material, end closure
members for said body member each having axial pro-
jections thereon for mounting a material supply roll there-
between in a position of clearance from said wall for free
rotation of said supply roll within said body member to
unwind a length portion of said material from said sup-
ply roll, one of said closure members being removable
from said body member to uncover an opening into said
enclosure for loading a supply roll of material therein,
said body member having an exit opening therein for said
unwound material length portion, and said wall of said
body member being fabricated of a pliable material such
that pressure applied externally of said wall is effective to
urge said wall from said clearance position about said
supply roll into frictional contact therewith to hold said
supply roll against rotation during detachment of the
said unwound length portion of said material from said
supply roll along one of said perforated lines in said
material.
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