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Application filed February l5, 1898, Serial No. 670,344 (No model.) 

To all, Tuhon, it mally concern: 
Be it known that I, EDWARD J. HOWARD, 

a citizen of the United States, and a resident 
of New York city, in the county and State of 
New York, have invented a new and useful 
Improvement in Automatic Advertising De 
vices, of which the following is a specifica tion. 
My invention relates to an automatic ad vertising device or apparatus. 
The object is to produce a machine or ap 

paratus which will not only change at inter 
vals the advertisement intended for observa 
tion, but present certain attractions con 
nected with the operation of the machine 
that will excite the curiosity of observers to 
Such an extent that the advertisements will 
not only be readily read and observed, but 
remembered. In this machine, however, the 
motive force is not constantly in action. It 
is released at periods by a tripping device 
acted upon by a ball. 
The machine includes novel means for ele 

Vating the ball and in discharging the same 
on the respective chutes. ' 

Referring to the drawings, Figure 1 is a 
front elevation of my device with the win 
dow pane or glass removed. Fig. 2 is a sec 
tional elevation on line acac, Fig. 1. Figs. 3 
to 6, inclusive, are views showing the posi 
tion and the operation of one of the pockets 
for elevating and discharging the ball on the 
chute. Fig. 7 is a sectional view on line y y, Fig. 1. 

Letter A represents a casing or box with 
sides and end pieces, as shown. The front 
and rear of this casing in this case are cov 
ered by a plate of glass B, held in place by 
suitable grooves cut in the side and end 
frames. The casing or box is supported in 
the center by the axles a, upon which said 
box revolves, and these axles are supported 
in the frame C, surrounding the casing or 
box, as shown. Within this frame is placed 
the mechanism for turning the casing, (see 
dotted lines, Fig. 1) which can be clockwork 
or electricity. The casing is divided by the 
division-strips D, (see Fig. 2,) which support 
the incline chutes or ways E and F, (seven 
on each side,) and they are arranged, as 
shown in Fig. 2, for the purpose of receiving 

the end piece of the frame C. 

and conducting the ball P. At opposite cor 
ners of this casing and in opposite compart 
ments e fare placed the pockets. G. H., each 
attached to a tripping-lever gh, fulcrumed 
to the end pieces of this casing, as shown. 
The outer ends of these tripping-levers have 
attached to them pins g’ h’, which are in 
tended to engage with a stop e, secured on 

(See Fig. 2.) 
These pockets are made, as shown in Fig. 3, 
one endentirely open and one side half open, 
but closed by a hinged lid g', which assumes 
certain positions as the casing turns or re 
volves (see Figs. 3 to 6) for the purpose of 
holding and carrying the ball up and dis 
charging it on the chute. Now when the 
ball P leaves the pocket G (see Fig. 1) it is 
thrown upon the chute E° opposite the mouth 
of said pocket. This chute is in compart 
ment e and pocket in compartment f. As the 
ball descends the chutes E and reaches the 
last one, E, it will drop into the pocket. H. 
Now the weight of this ball in dropping will 
depress that end of the tripping-lever h and 
raise the end having the pin, thereby lifting 
said pin sufficiently to clear the stop e'. The 
casing is now free for the clock or electrical 
mechanism to turn it, which it will do in di 
rection of arrow. As the casing turns or re 
volves it carries with it the pocket H, con 
taining the ball that has dropped therein 
and lies as shown in Fig. 3. As the pocket 
ascends the lid g will fall, as shown in Fig. 
4, and close the opening through which the 
ball entered (see Fig. 5) and leave opening 
go open. Now when the pocket assumes the 
position shown in Fig. 6 (which is when the 
casing has completed its turn) the ball is free 
to roll out of opening g upon the chute. 
To sustain the lid or shutter gas a flooring 

for the ball to roll out upon when in the po 
sition shown in Fig. 6, I use any suitable stop, 
placed either at the outer end of the shutter 
or at or on the hinge or pivot-point. 

Until the casing turns the chutes E are on 
the right-hand side of same, but when the 
box turns over these chutes are on the left 
hand side, and vice versa. Now when the 
ball rolls-out of pocket I, which has by the 
turning reached the top, it will fall upon 
chute E and travel down the other chutes E 
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and drop into pocket G, which is down. The 
tripping-lever g is now acted upon and the 
casing free to turn, and as the said casing 
again turns that pocket performs a like func 
tion of holding the ball and will discharge it 
again on the chutes E. This cycle of opera 
tion will continue so long as the power em 
ployed holds out. This feature of my device 
presents an attraction. It not only performs 
a useful function, but on account of its nov 
elty becomes a subject of curiosity, thereby 
attracting the attention of an observer, which 
fact is desirable with this class of inventions. 
To utilize the momentum of the casing for 

a specific and useful purpose, I have placed 
above the casing the revolving advertising 
holder J, the rimsi of which being provided 
with pins m, which engage with the pin O on 
the casing. Now as the said casing swings 
around into place, as before described, the 
pin o will strike the pin an and revolve the 
holder J one-quarter turn. To prevent the 
holder revolving backward, I use the pawl r, 
secured on frame C, which engages with the 
notches i° in the rim j. (See Fig. 2.) The 
pin of the revolving casing or frame resting 
against the pin of the rim of the advertising 
holder will check the same, revolving in an 
opposite direction when the frame is at rest. 
Thus by every revolution of the casing I can 
display an advertisement. 
The glasses covering the front and rear of 

casing can have advertisements on them, and 
one of these glasses can be omitted and in 
lace thereof a card having advertisements 

thereon used. 
What I claim is 
1. In an advertising-machine, and in com 
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bination with the casing, the revolving frame 
suitably pivoted supporting a plurality of in 
cline-chutes, arranged as shown, two pockets, 
attached to fulcrum tripping-arms, connected 
to the frame, said pockets containing open 
ings, and a hinged lid, acting as a lid to one 
opening and a platform to the other, for re 
ceiving and discharging the operating-ball, 
and means for tripping said frame, consist 
ing of a ball traveling down said chutes and 
dropping in said pocket for acting the trip 
ping-arms as described, and means for re 
volving said frame, for the purpose set forth. 

2. In an automatic advertising device, the re 
ceiving and discharging pockets or boxes, with 
a receiving-opening and discharging-opening, 
and a hinged lid, closing and opening said open 
ings, as described; the tripping-levers, to which 
the pockets are attached, fulcrumed on the re 
volving chute-carrying frame, and provided 
with tripping-pins, acting on stop on the Sup 
porting-frame; the revolving casing support 
ing a plurality of chutes as shown, said cas 
ing revolving on suitable axles within the en 
circling frame, and means for revolving said 
casing, and means for automatically tripping 
said casing, consisting of a ball, traveling 
along the chutes and operating the pockets, 
substantially as described and for the pur 
pose Set forth. 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 

my invention I have signed my name, in pres 
ence of two witnesses, this 10th day of Feb 
ruary, 1898. 

EDWARD J. HOWARD. 
Witnesses: 

M. A. SULLIVAN, 
F. BARRETT. 
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