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To all, Luhon, it inctly concern: 
Be it known that we, WILLIAM HENRY 

WHITTEMORE and GOTTLIEB MüLLER, citi 
zens of the United States, residing at Newark, 
in the county of Essex and State of New Jer 
sey, have invented certain new and useful Im 
provements in Devices for Fastening Ear 
Rings, &c.; and we do declare the following 
to be a full, clear, and exact description of the 
invention, such as will enable others skilled 
in the art to which it appertains to make and 
use the same, reference being had to the ac 
companying drawings, and to the letters of 
reference marked thereon, which form a part 
of this specification. 
This invention relates to means for secur 

ing an ear knob or jewel in the ear-lobe prin 
cipally, but may be used for other purposes, 
such as jeweled studs, buttons, &c. 
The invention consists in a setting having 

a wire projecting from the back thereof which 
is adapted to carry a follower of peculiar con 
struction, the use of the follower being to se 
cure the knob or jewel in place and take the 
place of a nut and threaded shank now in use 
on this class of jewelry, whereby this class of 
devices is simplified and cheapened and 
adapted to be readily removed and adjusted 
to place. 
The invention further consists of the novel 

features, which will be hereinafter more fully 
described and claimed, and which are shown 
in the annexed drawings, in which 

Figure 1 is a side view of an article of jew 
elry, showing the application of our invention. 
Fig. 2 is a longitudinal section. Fig. 3 is a 
sectional view of the follower. Fig. 4 is a de 
tail view of the retaining-spring. Fig. 5 is a 
side view of an article of jewelry. Fig. 6 is a 
side view showing the stem serrated or 
notched. Fig. 7 is a side view showing the 
stem spirally recessed or threaded. 

TO 

25 

35 

In constructing the fastening device a shank 
or stema is provided upon the back of the arti 
cle of jewelry A, on which the follower B is 45 
adapted to move, said follower having a re 
cess b to hold a spiral spring C, which is 
wound on an arbor a little smaller than the 
size of the stem or shank Cl, so that when the 
follower slides on said stem or shank the 
spring will hold the follower on the stem by 
reason of its tension and requires consider 
able force to remove it. The stem may be 
plain or seriated, as shown in Fig. 6, or may 
have a recess or thread to conform to the 
shape of the spring. When the stem is plain, 
the spring retains the follower in place by 
reason of its tension at any place on the wire. 
When the wire is serrated, the ends of the 
spring may clasp the serrations, and when the 
wire is recessed, as in Fig. 7, the spring sinks 
into the recess, and thereby retains the arti 
cle firmly in place. 
Having thus described our invention, what 

we claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat- 65 
ent, is 

1. The combination, with the article A, hav 
ing stem a, of the follower B and the spiral 
spring C of less area than said stem and 
adapted to clasp stem a with sufficient tension 
to hold the follower thereon, substantially as 
described. 

2. The combination, with the article A, hav 
ing stem a, of the follower B, having recess b, 
and the spiral spring C, located in the said re- 75 
cess and of smaller area than stem a to bind 
on the same, substantially as described. 

In testimony whereof we affix our signatures 
in presence of two witnesses. 

WILLIAM HENRY WHITTENIORE. 
GOTTLIEB MiLLER. 

Witnesses: 
M. J. LED WITH, 
ILARRY CAMPTON. 
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