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RILEPHE (B2 L4 Apparatus and method for transferring seedling )
from plant trays

ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

A transplanter for transferring seedlings from plant
trays in which they have been grown to a planting position
includes a special plant tray having a series of parallel
indexing grooves and a central alignment groove for
engagement with indexing bars and a support ring that are
joined together to form an indexing drum. The indexing
drum is mounted adjacent a loading frame for guiding the
plant trays into position for ejection of the plant
seedlings and includes an integrally internally mounted
plug ejection mechanism which moves relative to the
indexing drum at each of a number of successive indexing
positions of the drum for ejection of seedlings from the
plant tray. The indexing grooves and central alignment
groove on the plant tray provide datum surfaces for
ensuring accurate positioning of the plug ejection
mechanism relative to the seedlings in the plant tray. An
index locking mechanism ensures rapid advancement of the
indexing drum from one indexed position to the next.
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