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To all whom it May concern:

Be it known that I, Josgpm M. Horrox,
a_citizen of the United States, vesiding at
Fillmore, in the county of Ventura and State
of California, have invented a new and nse.
ful Table, of which the following is a speci-
fication.

This invention relates to tables, and the
object of the invention is to provide a table
which may be readily dismembered in order
to economize space in storage or transporta-
tion, and which, when et up for use, will be
strong and steady.

A further object of the invention is to
provide a table having the stated character-
isties, which will De Inexpensive in con-
struction, and which may be readily set up
or taken down by any unskilled person.

These objects, ‘and “such other ncidental
objects as will hereinafter appear, are at-
tained in the device lustrated in the accom-
panying drawings, and the invention con-
sists in certain novel features thereof which
will be hereinafter fully described ang

pointed out in the claim, 1n detail.

In the annexed drawings, Figures 1 and
2 are vertical sections taken at right angles
and illustrating a table embodying my im-
brovements. Iig. 8 is a view showing the
top of the table in bottom plan and showing
the legs in horizontal section. Tig. 4 is a
bottom plan view of the table top with the
legs removed. Fig. 5 is a detail perspective
view of the upper portion of one of the legs.

In carrying out Wy present invention, [
employ a top 1, in the under side of which,
hear opposite edges, I secure plates 2 having
openings 3 near their opposite ends. Thege
openings 3 register with countersunk re-
cesses or sockels 4 in the under side of the
table top and the plates are so arranged as
to extend across the grain of the table, as
clearly shown in Figs. 3 and 4. The legs 5
are arranged in pairs, the members of each
pair being connected at their upper ends by
a cross bar 6 and at g point between their
ends by a round 7, as shown, In the upper
ends of the legs, T provide grooves in which
are seated bars 8, each having one end
formed into a hook 9 adapted to pass
through the opening 3 and enter the socket
4 s0 as to engage the inner face of the plate
2, as shown in Fig. 1, and thereby lock the
legs to the table top. The bars are formed
integral with the upper ends of rods or
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pins 8 wwhich depend from the bars at the
proper angle thereto to form g central core
for the legs. The bars 8 extend entirely
across the upper ends of the legs and project
Inward beyond the cross bar 6 so as to form
stops 10 which may extend past each other,
as shown in Figs. 1 and 8, and thereby hold
the legs in proper position relative to the
table top and prevent straining of the keeper
plates 2 by the hooks 9. In order to main-
tain the legs in their separated condition and
to brace the same so as to impart rigidity to
the table, T employ a shelf 11 which is pro-
vided with transverse grooves 12 in its under
side near its opposite edges adapted to en.
gage the rounds 7, as indicated in Fig. 1.
As shown in Figs. 1 and 2, this shelf 11 1s of
such dimensions ag to extend between the
legs of each pair and engage the round 7
therein so as to effectually resist any tend-
ency of the pairs of legs to spread, while
there is no distending force exerted by the
shelf on the legs which would tend to spread
the members of each pair and thereby cause
collapse of the table.

The table, when set up, will appear as
shown in Figs. 1 and 2, and the stops 10
will bear against the undey side of the top,
while the hooks 9 will pass through the
openings 38 and engage the keeper plates,
as clearly shown. In order to take down
the table, the shelf 11 is firsst moved up-
wardly sufficiently to disengage the grooves
12 from the rounds 7 and is then moved lat-
erally from between the legs, after which the
pairs of legs are swung around so as to lie
substantially flat against the side of the
table top and project beyond the same, in
which position g slight lifting movement
will disengage the hooks 9 from the table
top so that the parts will be separated. In
assembling the table, the parts are brought
together in an order the reverse of that just
described, as will be readily understood.

It will be observed that my table is com-
posed of very few parts which are simple
In construction and may be quickly put to-
gether by any unskilled person. When the
table has been set up, it will have all the
ornamental and neat appearance of an ordi-
nary table and will be free of unsightly
races or locks which tend to detract from
the appearance of the usual  knockdown
table. The stops 10, as soon as they come
into correct position, arrest e swinging
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movement of the legs so that undue strain
and bending of the hooks and keeper plates
is avoided. The shelf 11 serves as a tying
member so as to hold the parts firmly to-
gether and at the sawme time may be readily
detached so as to permit the taking down,
of the table.

The advantages of the construction and
of the method of operation will be readily.
apparent to those skilled in the art to which
the invention appertains, and while I have
described the principle of operation of the
invention, together with the device which I
now consider to be the best embodiment
thereof, I desire to have it understood that
the device shown is merely illustrative, and
that such changes may be made when de-
sired as ave within the scope of the claim
appended hereto.

Having thus described the invention, what

I claim as new, and desive to secure by Let-
ters Patent, 1s:— .
The combination of a top having sockets
in its under side, legs, vertical rods fitted
within the upper portions of the legs, trans- 25
yerse bars projecting from and formed in-
tegral with the rods and extending across
the upper ends of the legs, each of said bars
having its outer end formed with a hook to
engage the sockets of the top, while the other 30
ends of the bars bear against the under side
of the top, and means for tying the legs to-
gether in pairs.
In testimony, that I claim the foregoing
as my own, I have hereto affixed my signa- 35
ture in the presence of two witnesses.
JOSEPH MERRITT HORTON.
Witnesses:
. L. TFAIRBANKS,
A. WARRING.




