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The invention relates to means for transmitting the 
weight of vertically stacked covered baskets or containers 
exclusively to the walls of the subjacent units in the stack 
and maintaining the cover panels of the baskets in hori 
zontal spaced relation above the plane of the upper edges 
of the walls of the basket or container. 
More specifically, the invention provides a cover mem 

ber for a basket or container comprising a cover panel 
with side flanges folded right angularly downward, form 
ing a peripheral rim, the lower portion of which tightly 
encloses the upper portion of the container body in the 
closed position of the cover member. The inner face of 
the rim is provided at intermittent intervals with separate 
load transmitting ledges integral with the cover member. 
The ledges terminate in bearing faces lying in a horizontal 
plane parallel to the cover panel and spaced intermediate 
with cover panel and the free outer edges of the rim, 
The bearing faces of the ledges seat on the upper ends of 
the basket tray walls and transmit the weight of super 
imposed loaded baskets, exclusively on the walls of the 
subjacent basket trays, and at the same time maintain 
the cover panel in horizontal spaced relation above the 
top edges of the tray walls. 
An object of the invention is to provide a basket with 

a telescoping cover member provided with means for 
maintaining the cover panel in a horizontal plane above 
the top edges of the walls of the basket and for trans 
mitting the weight of stacks of superimposed baskets ex 
clusively to the walls of the trays of the subjacent baskets. 

Another object is to provide a telescoping cover mem 
ber of a basket with load carrying ledges formed of ma 
terial taken entirely from the cover panel, at least one 
ledge being secured to the inner face of each side of the 
rim portion of the telescoping cover, the ledges being 
adapted to seat on the upper edges of the container walls 
and firmly maintain the cover panel in a horizontal plane 
at a predetermined level above the walls of the basket. 

Other objects will become apparent and the invention 
will be more clearly understood by reference to the ap 
pended drawings wherein like numerals refer to like parts 
wherever they occur: 

Fig. 1 is a plan view of the blank from which a pre 
ferred embodiment of a cover member of a basket is 
formed; 

Fig. 2 is perspective view of the underside of the par 
tially assembled cover member; 

Fig. 3 is a perspective view of a typical style basket 
tray having a handle member, shown in dotted lines, 
closed by the fully assembled cover member of Fig. 2; 

Fig. 4 is a vertical section of the closed basket of Fig. 
3 taken in the direction of the arrows 4-4; 

Fig. 5 is a fragmentary vertical sectional view of the 
assembled cover member shown in Fig. 3 taken in the 
direction of the arrows 5-5; 

Fig. 6 is a fragmentary section of the assembled cover 
member of Fig. 3 taken in the direction of the arrows 
6-6; and 
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Fig. 7 is a plan view of an assembled modified form 

of the cover member, employing a single ledge on each 
side and end of the cover member rim. 
The rectangular blank A, Fig. 1, from which the cover 

member of the basket or container is formed, is divided 
longitudinally by parallel scores 10 and parallel trans 
verse scores 1A, defining a cover panel 12 of the cover 
member A and the inner edges of side flanges 14 and end 
flanges 16, respectively. The inner ends of flaps 15 and 
the outer ends of flanges 16 are defined by extensions 
of transverse score 11. Transverse scores 17 define the 
outer side of flanges 16 and the inner side of extensions 
6a. Slots 13 define the ends of the flanges 16 and 

the extensions 16a thereof and the inner edge of flaps 15 
of side flanges 14. The cover panel 12 may be slotted 
at 18 to provide an opening for a handle member at 
tached to the basket tray or body section of the container. 

Parallel slots 19 and 20 cut in the cover panel 12 ter 
minate at the longitudinal score 10 and are connected by 
longitudinal slots 21, thus defining side tabs 22 and 22a 
foldable about score 10. The outer edge of side tabs 
22 are defined by longitudinal cut scores 23 about which 
an extension 22a is reversely foldable. The term “cut 
score" is defined as a cut through one liner and a portion 
of the adjacent corrugated-sheet of double face corrugated 
paperboard, about which the portions of the paperboard 
thus defined are reversely folded, forming a fold with a 
two-ply flat face. End. tabs. 28 and 28a are defined by 
parallel longitudinal slots 24 and 25 in the cover panel 
12 connected by transverse slot 27. Transverse scores 
26 provide the hinge line for the end tabs 28. Trans 
verse cut score 29 defines the outer boundary of tab 28 
and the inner boundary of the extension 28a of tab 28. 
The cover member may be assembled in various ways, 

a convenient procedure being to fold the end, flanges 16 
and the side flanges 14 upward in right angular relation 
to the cover panel 12. The extensions 15 of the side 
flanges. 14 are then folded angularly inwardly in flatwise 
relation to the inner faces of end flanges 16. The mar 
ginal extensions 16a of the end flanges 16 are then folded 
inwardly and downwardly about scores 17 flatwise against 
the side flange extensions 15, thus completing and locking 
a continuous peripheral rim connected to the side and 
end edges of the cover panel as shown, partly assembled in 
Fig. 2. 
The side tabs 22 are folded, about score 10 into flatwise 

relation with the inner face of the flange. 14 and the ex 
tensions 22a of tabs 22 are reversely folded about the cut 
score 23 into flatwise relation with tab 22, thereby form 
ing a ledge 30 with a flat two-ply bearing face 31. The 
ledges 30 terminate in the bearing face 3 at an inter 
mediate point of the width of the flanges 4; it is preferred 
that they terminate at approximately one-half the width 
of the flanges. The end tabs 28 are similarly folded about 
the hinge lines 26 against the inner face of the folded ex 
tension 16a of the end flange 16 and the extension 28a 
of the tab likewise folded about the cut score 29 to form 
a two-ply end ledge 32 terminating in a flat two-ply bear 
ing face 33. The ledges 30 and 32 are secured to the 
side and end flanges by staples 34 or other convenient 
means. The bearing faces 31 and 33 of the ledges 30 
and 32 are in a plane parallel to and spaced from the 
plane of the cover panel. 
Upon the completion of the assembly of the cover 

member, it is ready to be placed over the tray B of a 
basket having a handle 35 secured transversely of the 
tray. When the cover is thus placed over the tray, the 
bearing faces 3 and 33 of the ledges 30 and 32 seat on 
the upper edges 36 of the tray walls, thus rigidly and 
firmly positioning the cover panel 12 a substantial dis 
tance above the top of the tray walls. The openings 37 
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in the cover panel formed when the tabs 22 and 28 and 
their extensions are folded and secured against the cover 
rim as described, and the slot 18 for the handle member 
35 provide excellent means for ventilating the contents 
of the basket or container. 

In the embodiment of the invention described and il 
lustrated in Figs. 1 to 4 inclusive, the ledges are of double 
thickness and a single ledge is formed on the ends of the 
cover rim and a ledge on either side of the transverse 
slot in the cover panel provided for the entry of the 
handle. Depending upon the size and the character of 
the contents to be packaged, the number of ledges may 
be varied, for example, as shown in Fig. 7, wherein only 
one ledge is provided in the sides of the rim and on the 
ends thereof. It has also been found that in some cases 
a single thickness of board for forming the ledges may 
be satisfactory, although the flat double thickness ledge 
face is preferred. Fig. 5, which is a vertical sectional 
view taken along lines 5-5 of Fig. 3 of the closure mem 
ber, shows the ledge 32 with the bearing face 33 resting 
upon the upper edge 36 of the basket tray. 

Basket trays or containers provided with the cover 
member hereinbefore described may be stacked in vertical 
tiers one upon the other or in criss-cross relation without 
fear of depressing the cover panel on the perishable or 
fragile contents. The superimposed load of each con 
tainer is transmitted through the rigid load supporting 
ledges provided in the cover member directly and ex 
clusively upon the upper edges of the walls of the sub 
jacent tray or container body. The invention also pro 
vides for bulge packing of fruit in the baskets or con 
tainers, if desired, without danger of damage to the con 
tents when the containers are stacked in vertical tiers. 
The embodiments of the invention herein presented 

are illustrative rather than restrictive, and it is also sub 
mitted that the invention is susceptible of incorporation 
in other modified forms coming equally within the scope 
of the claims. 
What I claim is: 
1. A container with upstanding walls connected to a 

bottom panel and a closure member comprising a cover 
panel with a peripheral rim formed of flanges depending 
therefrom and having a plurality of separate load sup 
porting ledges positioned at intermittent intervals on the 
inner face of said rim, said ledges being formed of tabs 
cut from and integral with said cover panels, said tabs 
being folded downwardly against the inner face of said 
flanges, thence reversely upward about cut scores and se 
cured to the inner face of the rim of said cover member, 
forming load supporting ledges which terminate in flat, 
2-ply bearing faces in a horizontal plane above the lower 
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ends of said rim, said cover member telescoping the upper 
portions of the container walls in the closed position with 
said lower edges of said ledges seating on the upper edges 
of the container walls, rigidly maintaining said cover . 
panel in a horizontal plane above the level of the walls 
and of the contents of said container, and transmitting 
the weight of superimposed containers exclusively on the 
container wall. 

2. The container set forth and claimed in claim 1 
wherein a load carrying ledge is provided on the inner face 
of each end of said cover member rim, a transverse slot 
is cut at the mid-length of the cover panel to receive a 
transverse handle member secured to the side walls of 
said container and a load carrying ledge is provided on 
the inner face of each side of said rim substantially inter 
mediate said transverse slot and the end of said cover rim. 

3. The container set forth and claimed in claim 1 
wherein the Ioad supporting ledges formed by folding 
said tabs about said cut scores, terminate at approximately 
the mid-width of said peripheral rim. - 

4. A basket having a tray with upstanding walls con 
nected to a bottom panel and a closure member com 
prising a cover panel with downwardly disposed flanges 
on each side edge, forming a peripheral rim which tele-- 
scopes the upper portion of the said walls in the closed 
position, said rim having one or more load carrying ledges 
positioned on the inner face of each side and end thereof 
and terminating substantially above the lower edge of 
said rim, said ledges being formed of tabs cut from the 
cover panel, hinged at the outer edges of said panel and 
folded downwardly against the inner face of said flanges, 
thence reversely upward about cut scores and secured 
flatwise against the inner face of the rim of said cover 
member, forming supporting ledges which terminate in 
flat, 2-ply load bearing faces, said edges seating on the 
upper edges of the tray walls in the closed position of 
said cover member, the cover panel being maintained in a 
horizontal plane spaced above said tray walls, said ledges 
transmitting the weight of superimposed baskets exclu 
sively on the tray walls. 
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