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Walter L. Fry, Scarsdale, N. Y., assignor, bymesne 
assigaments, to Hoget & Neary, New York, 
N. ., a firm composed of John F. Neary, 
R2msay Hoguet, and Daniel L. Morris 

Application December 1, 1931, Seriai No. 578,316 
3 Claims. 

Miy invention relates to improvementS in Seat 
covers and particularly to removable covers for 
the Upholstered back rests of Seats in motor Ve 
hicles. 
Removable covers for the back rests of Seats in 

motor vehicles have oftentimes been held in place 
at their upper edges on the back rest by Various 
types of Securing means, While in Some cases the 
lower edge of the cover has been permitted to 
hang freely. In caSeS Where the loWer edge Of 
the back rest cover is not held in place there is 
a tendency to Wrinkle and it may not lie Smoothly 
and Snugly over the back rest. 

It is desirable to secure a back rest cover in 
place at its lower edge as well as at its upper 
edge so that the cover Will lie neatly and Smoothly 
upon the back rest and will not become displaced 
and Wrinkled in use. It is also desirable that the 
fastening means Which Secure the back rest cover 
in place at its loWer edge be of Such nature that 
an unskilled person may readily apply the cover 
to the back rest So that it fitS neatly and accu 
rately. 
A feature of the present invention is a fasten 

ing means of Simple construction for Securing a 
back rest cover in place at its lower edge. 

in each of the embodiments of my invention 
Which Will be described the back rest cover is 
provided at its upper edge With a reinforcing and 
strain distributing bar Which carries fastening 
members havingshanks adapted to be inserted 
between the back rest and its support to hold the 
cover in place on the upper edge of the back rest. 
The lower edge of the cover is also provided With 
stiffening members adapted to lie between the 
backrest and Seat cushion to assistin holding the 
loWer edge of the cover in place on the back rest. 
The Cover has fastening tapes attached thereto 

at each of itS Side edges. In One embodiment 
these tapes extend through guides positioned be 
neath the loWer edge of the back rest and located 
at the Sides of the frame Which supports the 
cushion. The tapes extend across the Seat frame 
andare adapted to be drawn taut and Secured for 
exerting a downward pull on the cover at itS side 
edgesso that the cover is held Snugly in place on 
the back rest. 

In a Secondi embodiment of my invention the 
tapes are elastic andare provided at their ends 
With members for Securing the end Of the elastic 
tapes in place beneath the cushion. These mem 
bers are metallic plates each haVing a receSS 
adapted to extend around a screw on the seat 
frame for fastening the plates to the seat frame. 

in another embodiment of my invention the 

(C. 155-182) 
tapes at the Sides of the cover extend through 
guide portions of fastening members and be 
neath the cushion. These members are Secured 
to the Seat frame and, in addition to their guide 
portions, have fastening devices for receiving and 
holding the tapes When they are draWn taut to 
Secure the cover Snugly in place. 

In the dra Wings: 
Figure 1 is a plan View of the rear Seat of an 

automobile having a back rest cover secured 
thereto in accordance With one embodiment of my 
inVention. 

Figure 2 is a front elevation of the Seat shoWin 
in Figure 1. 

Figure 3 is a Side elevation of the Seat illus 
trated in Figure 1. 

Figure 4 is a perspective view of the arrange 
ment illustrated in Figures 1 to 3, and shoWS the 
positions of the tape guiding members relatively 
to the back rest and on the frame Which supports 
the seat cushion. 

Figure 5 is a perspective view showing an elastic 
tape and the fastening member Which is Secured 
thereto and attached to the seati frame in accord 
ance With another embodiment of Imy invention. 

Figure 6 is a side elevation, party broken 
aWay, of the Seat and shows the arrangement of 
a tape guiding and fastening member employed 
in a, still further embodiment. 

Figure 7 is a View of One rear corner of the 
Seat frame and illustrates the position in Which 
the tape guiding and fastening member shown 
in Figure 6 is mounted on the Seat frame. 

Figure 8 is a perspective View of part of the 
Seat frame and One of the tape guiding and 
fastening members illustrated in Figures 6 and 7 
and shows the manner in Which a tape at the 
side edge of the cover is guided and fastened to 
hold the cover in place at its loWer edge. 

Figure 9 is a detail View showing the manner 
in Which a binding at the side edge of the cover 
may be continued to form a fastening tape. 

Referring to the draWings, the Seat may com 
prise an upholstered back rest 11 and a Seat 
Cushion 12 Supported by a structure 13 including 
a frarne 14 on Which the Cushion 12 restS. The 
renovable back rest cover 15 of the present, in 
vention is a sheet of Suitable fabric of a, size to 
cover the front, top and Sides of the back rest. 
The upper edge of the cover 15 may be secured 
in place on the back rest in any Suitable hanner. 

In the arrangement shoWIn the Upper edge of 
the cover 15 is shaped Substantially to the con 
tour of the upper rear edge of the back rest and 
is preferably provided With a hem encasing a 
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2 
reinforcing and strain distributing bar 17 con 
forming to the contour of the upper rear edge 
of the back rest. The bar 17 carries fastening 
memberS 18 projecting through openings in the 
hem and having shanks which are inserted be 
tWeen contiguoussurfaces of the back rest 11 and 
the adiacent part of the Seat structure 13 to se 
Cure the upper edge of the cover 15 and the re 
inforcing bar 17 on the upper rear edge of the 
back rest. HoWever, it should be understood that 
Various other types of fastening means may be 
employed to hold the cover in place at its upper 
edge. 
A finishing binding 20 of Suitable inatching 

material may be applied to the upper and side 
edges of the cover. This binding may comprise 
a tape folded Over te cover material to bind 
these edges. 

In order that the cover 15 may fit evenly and 
Smugly Over the front of the back rest, 11 and be 
held. Securely in place at, its loWer edge, flexible 
fastenerS, Such as tapes 21, are attached in any 
Suitable manner to the loWer portion of the cover 
at its side edges. If deSil'ed, the binding 20 for 
the side edges of the cover may be continued 
as shown in Figure 9 to forn the fastening tapes 
21 for the loWer edge of the cover. 
The tapes 21 are adapted to extend through 

guide members positioned beneath the back rest 
11 adiacent, the sides thereof and Secured to the 
seati frame 14 by suitable fastening deVices 24. 
Each guide member may compiSe a plate 23 car 
rying a substantially U-shaped guide element 25. 
If desired, the guide elementS 25 may be mOV 
ably Secured to the plates 23 in Such manner 
that they may assume a position corresponding 
substantially to the resultant of the forces acting 
to daW the tapes 21 downwardly and transversely 
of the back rest; 11 When the tapesare led through 
the guides and draWn taUt. 
One of the tapes is provided With a buckle 26, 

or other fastening device, forengaging the Other 
tape to secure the tapes together When they 
have been tautened to hold the cover 15 in place 
at the side edges of the back rest. 

Figure 5 illustrates a different form of fasten 
ing device for the lower edge of the cover. An 
elastic tape 30 is Secured at one end, in anyde 
sirable manner, to a cover 15 adiacent each of its 
lower side edges. The other end of each tape 30 
is suitably secured to a plate 31, preferably me 
tallic, having a notch or slot 32 adapted to eX 
tend around a screw Or other fastening deVice 
33 on the Seat frame 14. On certain types of au 
tomobiles the fastening devices 33 are already 
in place, being utilized in the Seat franne struc 
ture 14, andare propery positioned So that they 
need only be loosened to enter the slots 32 of 
plates 31 in order to mount the plates on the 
fraine. When the plates 31 are mounted on Seat 
frame 14 in this manner the elastic tapes 30 are 
extended and act to pull downwardly on the 
cover at itS Side edges. 
Another form of fastening device is illustrated 

in Figures 6, 7 and 3. 
The tapes 40 are attached to the cover and 

are adapted to eXtend beneath the Seat cushion 12 
forengagement With. Securing members mounted 
On the Seat fraine. The Sectring members are 
mounted on the Seat franne 34 So aS to be con 
cealed When the Seat Cushion 12 is in place and 
comprise plates 42, preferably of metal, mounted 
on the frame 14 by fastening means 43. Each 
plate 42 has an angular guide portion 45 pro 
Vided With an opening 46 through Which a tape 

1,975,599 
40 is led for attachment to the securing member. 
The tape 40 is attached to member by engage 
ment With suitable fastening means, Such as a 
buckle 47 carried by the plate 42. A securing 
member is positioned at each side of the seati 
frame 14 in such manner that the guide portions 
45 lie beneath the lower part of the back rest 11 
at the Sides thereof. 
The central portion of the loWer edge of the 

cover may be provided with a hem 28 Within 35 
Which stiffening members 29 are encased. The 
stiffening members 29 are adapted to lie and be 
held betWeen the back rest 11 and Seat, cushion 
12 to assist in securing the lower edge of the 
COVer in place So that it fitS the back rest neatly 

80 

90 
and Smoothly. 

In applying the back rest cover 15 to the back 
rest ll the Seat cushion 12 is removed and the 
upper edge of the cover is spread evenly on 
the strain distributing bar 17. The shanks of 95 
the members 18 are pushed down between the 
back rest 11 and the adiacent part of the Seat 
Structure i3, so that the bar 17 lies on the upper 
rear edge of the back rest. Thus, the members 
18 and the bar 17 hold the upper edge of the OO 
COVer in place-on the back rest. 
The cover i5 is Smoothed over the front andì 

Sides of the back and its loWer edge With the 
Stiffening members 28 is disposed so as to lie 
betWeen the back rest 11 and Seat Cushion 12 105 
When the latter is placed on the Seat, frame 14. 
When the fastening means for the loWer edge 

of the coverare of the formillustrated in Figures 
1 to 4, the tapes 21 are led through the guides, 
draWIn taut and fastened to each otherby means O 
of the buckle 26 for draWing the Sides of the cover 
Smugly Over the back rest. 

If the fastening devices illustrated in Figure 5 
are employed the plates 31 are secured to Seat 
frame 14 by screws 33. In the event that screws 5 
are already in place at the proper points on the 
Seat.frame, assuggested above, they are loosened 
and the slots 32 passed around the shanks of 
the Screws so that when the latterare again 
tightened the plates 31 are Securely attached to 2O 
the Seat frame. The elastic tapes 30 are thus 
extended to draW the cover 15 Over the Sides of 
the back rest 11. 
Should the cover 15 be provided With the fas 

tening devices illustrated in Figures 6 to 8, the 
plateS 42 are Secured to frame 14. 
The tapes or straps 40 attached to the loWer 

part of the cover at its side edges are passed 
through the openings. 46 in the guide portions 45 
Of the Securing members and through the buckles 30 
47, the tapes being draWn taut So that the side 
edges of the coverare draWn doWnWardly over 
the side edges of the back rest. 
When the cover 15 has been fitted to the back 

rest 11 the Seat Cushion 12 is replaced on the 
frame 14 concealing the members 31 and holding 
the stiffening members 18 at the loWer edge of 
the cover between the cushion and back rest, so 
that the central portion, as well as the side edges 
at the loWer part of the cover, is held in place 
On the back rest. 

It is to be noted that in each embodiment of 
my inVention the tapes, being held taut either 
by being fastened together or to the members 31 
eXert a, downWard pull on the back rest, cover 45 
at each of its side edges. AS a consequence, 
the cover is held Snugly in place on the back 
rest and does not become Wrinkled or displaced 
by being pulled out at the sides under Service 
conditions. - 5 
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It is also to be noted that the fastening means 

for Securing the cover in place at its upper and 
loWer edges are of Such simple construction that 
an lunskilled person may readily apply the cover 
to the back rest So that it fits accurately and 
Smoothy and looks Well thereon. 
From the foregoing description, it Will be Seen 

that the cover Which I have provided is of simple 
construction and that it can be applied or re 
moved With ease. It should also be noted that the 
cover is held in place at both its upper and loWer 
edges and accurately conforms to the Wearing 
contour of the back rest and presentS a Ineat and 
finished appearance. 
While my invention has been described in its 

preferred form, there are many changes and vari 
ations Which may be made Without departing 
from the Scope thereof, and I desire to include 
all Such changes and variations Within the Scope 
Cf the appended claims. 

I caina: 
1. In combination With a Seat frame; a back 

rest; a cover for Saidback rest; means forsecur 
ing the upper edge of Said cover in place on Said 
back rest; securing members having portions pro 
Vided With guides lying beneath the lower edge 
of Saidback rest; and tapes attached to the sides 
of Said cover and extending doWnWardly, through 

3 

Said guides and forWardly for attachment to Said 
memberS. 

2. In combination With a Seat frame, a back 
rest; a cover for Saidbackrest; a bracketfastened 
to said frame adiacent an edge thereof, Said 
bracket being mounted On Said frame forWardy 
of Said back rest and haVing a portion provided 
With a guide and a fastening element, Said guide 
lying beneath the loWer Side of Said back rest; 
a tape attached to Said cover and eXtending 
downwardly, through Said guide, and forWardly 
to be secured to said fastening element. 

3. In combination With a Seat frame; a Seat 
cushion; a back rest; a cover for Saidback rest; 
means Securing the upper edge of Said cover in 
place on saidback rest; a pair of bracketsmount 
ed on said frame beneath Said Cushion adjacent 
opposite side edges of Saidback rest, each of Said 
brackets having a portion provided With a guide 
opening and a fastening element; tapes attached 
to Said cover adiacent the side edges of Saidback 
rest and extending doWnWardly, through said 
guide openings, and forwardly beneath said cush 
ion and adjustably fastened to Said fastening 
elements to Secure Said cover in place at itSloWer 
Side edgeS. 
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