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3 Claims.

My invention relates to improvements in seat
covers and particularly to removable covers for
the upholstered back rests of seats in motor ve-
hicles.

Removable covers for the back rests of seats in
motor vehicles have oftentimes been held in place
at their upper edges on the back rest by various
types of securing means, while in some cases the
lower edge of the cover has been permitted to

“hang freely., In cases where the lower edge of
the back rest cover is not held in place there is
a tendency to wrinkle and it may not lie smoothly
and snugly over the back rest.

Tt is desirable to secure a back rest cover in

-place at its lower edge as well as at its upper
edge so that the cover will lie neatly and smoothly
upon the back rest and will not become displaced
and wrinkled in use. It'is also desirable that the
fastening means which secure the back rest cover

- in place at its lower edge be of such nature that
an unskilled person may readily apply the cover
to the back rest so that it fils neatly and accu-
rately. ’

A feature of the present invention is a fasten-

- ing means of simple construction for securing a
back rest cover in place at its lower edge.

In each of the embodiments of my invention
which will be described the back rest cover is
provided at its upper edge with a reinforcing and

- strain distributing bar which carries fastening
members having shanks adapted to be inserted
between the back rest and its support to hold the
cover in place on the upper edge of the back rest.
The lower edge of the cover is also provided with
stiffening members adapted to lie between the
back rest and seat cushion to assist in holding the
lower edge of the cover in place on the back rest.

The cover has fastening tapes attached thereto
at each of its side edges. In one embodiment
these tapes extend through guides positioned be-
neath the lower edge of the back rest and located
at the sides of the frame which supports the
cushion. The tapes extend across the seat frame
and are adapbed to be drawn taut and secured for
exerting a downward pull on the cover at its side
edges so that the cover is held snugly in place on
the back rest.

In a second embodiment of my invention the
tapes are -elastic and are provided at their ends
with members for securing the end of the elastic
tapes in place beneath the cushion. These mem-
bers are metallic’ plates each having a recess
adapted to extend around a screw on the seat
frame for fastening the plates to the seat frame.

Tn another embodiment of my invention the

(C1. 155—182)

tapes at the sides of the cover exfend through
guide portions of fastening members and be-
neath the cushion. These members are secured
to the seat frame and, in addition to their guide
portions, have fastening devices for receiving and
holding the tapes when they are drawn taut to
secure the cover snugly in place.

In the drawings:

Figure 1 is a plan view of the rear seat of an
automobile having a back rest cover secured
thereto in accordance with one embodiment of my
invention.

Figure 2 is a front elevation of the seat shown
in Figure 1.

Figure 3 is a side elevation of the seat illus-
trated in Figure 1.

Figure 4 is a perspective view of the arrange-
ment illustrated in Figures 1 to 3, and shows the
positions of the tape guiding members relatively
to the back rest and on the frame which supports
the seat cushion.

Figure 5 is a perspective view showing an elastic
tape and the fastening member which is secured
thereto and attached to the seat frame in accord-
ance with another embodiment of my invention.

Figure 6 is a side elevation, partly broken
away, of the seat and shows the arrangement of
a tape guiding and fastening member employed
in g still further embodiment. :

Figure 7 is a view of one rear corner of the
seat frame and illustrates the position in which
the tape guiding and fastening member shown
in Figure 6 is mounted on the seat frame.

Figure 8 is a perspective view of part of the
seat frame and one of the tape guiding and
fastening members illustrated in Figures 6 and 7
and shows the manner in which a tape at the
side edge of the cover is guided and fastened to
hold the cover in place at its lower edge.

Figure 9 is a detail view showing the manner
in which a binding at the side edge of the cover
may be continued to form a fastening tape.

Referring to the drawings, the seat may com-
prise an upholstered back rest 11 and a seat
cushion 12 supported by a structure 13 including
a frame 14 on which the cushion 12 rests. The
removable back rest cover 15 of the present in-
vention is a sheet of suitable fabric of a size to
cover the front, top and sides of the back rest.
The upper edge of the cover 15 may be secured
in place on the back rest in any suitable manner.

In the arrangement shown the upper edge of
the cover 15 is shaped subsfantially to the con-
tour of the upper rear edge of the back rest and
is. preferably provided with & hem encasing a

1,975,589

60

65

70

75.

80

85

920

95

100

105

110




10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

55

60

65

e

2

reinforcing and strain distributing bar 17 con-
forming to the contour of the upper rear edge
of the back rest. The bar 17 carries fastening
members 18 projecting through openings in the
hem and having shanks which are inserted be-
tween contiguous surfaces of the back rest 11 and
the adjacent part of the seat structure 13 to se-
cure the upper edge of the cover 15 and the re-
inforcing bar 17 on the upper rear edge of the
back rest. However, it should be understood that
various other types of fastening means may be
employed to hold the cover in place at its upper
edge.

A finishing kinding 20 of suitable matching
material may be applied to the upper and side
edges of the cover. This binding may comprise
a tape folded over the cover material to bind
these edges.

In order that the cover 15 may fit evenly and
snugly over the front of the back rest 11 and be
held securely in place at its lower edge, flexible
fasteners, .such as tapes 21, are attached in any
suitable manner to the lower portion of the cover
at its side edges. If desired, the binding 20 for
the side edges of the cover may be continued
as shown in Pigure 9 to form the fastening tapes
21 for the lower edge of the cover.

The tapes 21 are adapted to extend through
guide members positioned beneath the back rest
11 adjacent the sides thereof and secured to the
seat frame 14 by suitable fastening devices 24.
Each guide member may comprise a plate 23 car-
rying a substantially U-shaped guide element 25.

If desired, the guide elements 25 may be mov-

ably secured to the plates 23 in such manner
that they may assume & position corresponding
substantially to the resultant of the forces acting
to draw the tapes 21 downwardly and transversely
of the back rest 11 when the tapes are led through
the guides and drawn taut.

One of the tapes is provided with a buckle 26,
or other fastening device, for ‘engaging the other
tape to secure the tapes together when  they
have been tautened to hold the cover 15 in place
at the side edges of the back rest.

Figure 5 illustrates a different form of fasten-
ing device for the lower edge of the cover. An
elastic tape 30 is secured at one end, in any -de-
sirable manner, to a cover 15 adjacent each of its
lower side edges. The other end of each tape 30
is suitably secured to a plate 31, preferably me-
tallic, having a notch or slot 32 adapted to ex-
tend around a screw or other fastening device
33 on the seat frame 14. On certain types of au-
tomobiles the fastening devices 33 are already
in place, being utilized in the seat frame struc-
ture 14, and are properly positioned so that they

need only be loosened to enter the slots 32 of

plates 31 in order to mount the plates on the
frame. When the plates 31 are mounted on seat
frame 14 in this manner the elastic tapes 30 are
extended and act to pull downwardly on the
cover at its side edges.

Another form of fastening device is illustrated
in Figures 6, 7 and 8.

The tapes 40 are attachied to the cover and
are adapted to extend beneath the seat cushion 12
for engagement with securing members mounted
on the seat frame. The securing members are
mounted on the seat frame 14 so as to be con-
cealed when the seat cushion 12 is in place and
comprise plates 42, preferably of metal, mounted
on the frame 14 by fastening means 43 Each
plate 42 has an angular guide portion 45 pro-

: vided with an opening 46 through which a tape
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40 is led for attachment to the securing member.
The tape 40 is attached to member by engage-
ment with suitable fastening means, such as a
buckle 47 carried by the plate 42. A securing
member is positioned at each side of the seat
frame 14 in such manner that the guide portions
45 lie beneath the lower part of the back rest 11
at the sides thereof.

The central portion of the lower edge of the
cover may be provided with a hem 28 within
which stiffening members 29 are encased. The
stiffening members 29 are adapted to lie and be
held between the back rest 11 and seat cushion
12 to assist in securing the lower edge of the
cover in place so that it fits the back rest neatly

:and smoothly.

In applying the back rest cover 15 to the back
rest 11 the seat cushion 12 is removed and the
upper edge of the cover is spread evenly on
the strain distributing bar 17. The shanks of
the members 18 are pushed down between the
back rest 11 and the adjacent part of the seat
structure 13, so that the bar 17 lies on the upper
rear edge of the back rest. Thus, the members
18 and the bar 17 hold the upper edge of the
cover in place-on the back rest.

The cover 15 is smoothed over the front and
sides of the back and its lower -edge with the
stiffening members 28 is disposed so as to lie
between the back rest 11 and seat cushion 12
when the latter is placed on the seat.frame 14.

When the fastening means for the lower edge
of the cover are of the form illustrated in Figures
1 to 4, the tapes 21 are led through the guides,
drawn taut-and fastened to -each other by means
of the buckle 26 for drawing the sides of the cover
snugly -over the back rest.

If the fastening devices illustrated in Figure 5
are -employed the plates 31 are secured to seat
frame 14 by screws 33. In the event that screws
are already in place at the proper points on the
seab frame, as suggested above, they are loosened
and the slots 32 passed around the shanks of
the screws so that when the latter are again
tightened the plates 31 are securely attached to
the seat frame. The elastic tapes 30 are thus
extended to-draw the cover 15 over the sides of
the back rest 11.

Should the cover .15 be provided with the fas-
tening devices illustrated in Figures 6 to 8, the
plates 42 are secured to frame 14,

The tapes or straps 40 attached to the lower
part -of the cover at its side edges are passed
through the openings 46 in the guide portions 45
of the securing members and through the buckles
47, the tapes being drawn taut so that the side
edges of the cover are -drawn downwardly over
the side edges of the back rest.

When the cover 15 has been fitted to tbe back
rest 11 the seat cushion 12 is replaced on the
frame 14 concealing the members 31 and holding
the stiffening members 18 at the lower edge of
the cover between the .cushion and back rest, so
that the central portion, as well as the side edges
at the lower part of the cover, is held in place
on the back rest.

It is to be noted that in each embodiment of
my invention the tapes, being held taut either
by being fastened together or to the members 31
exert .a downward pull on the back rest cover
at -each of its side -edges. As a consequence,
the cover is held snugly in place on the back
rest and does not become wrinkled or displaced
by being pulled out at the s1des under service
conditions.
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It is also to be noted that the fastening means
for securing the cover in place at its upper and
lower edges are of such simple construction that
an unskilled person may readily apply the cover
to the back rest so that it fits accurately and
smoothly and looks well thereon.

Trom the foregoing description, it will be seen
that the cover which I have provided is of simple
construction and that it can be applied or re-
moved with ease. It should also be noted that the
cover is held in place at both its upper and lower
edges and accurately conforms to the wearing
contour of the back rest and presents a neat and
finished appearance.

While my invention has been described in its
preferred form, there are many changes and vari-
ations which may be made without departing
from the scope thereof, and I desire to include
all such changes and variations within the scope
of the appended claims.

I claim:

1. In combination with a seat frame; a back
rest; a cover for said back rest; means for secur-
ing the upper edge of said cover in place on said
pack rest; securing members having portions pro-
vided with guides lying beneath the lower edge
of said back rest; and tapes attached to the sides
of said cover and extending downwardly, through

3

said guides and forwardly for attachment to said
members.

9. Tn combination with a seat frame, a bhack
rest; a cover for said back rest; a bracket fastened
to said frame adjacent an edge thereof, said
bracket being mounted on said frame forwardly
of said back rest and having a portion provided
with a guide and a fastening element, said guide
lying beneath the lower side of said back rest;
a tape attached to said cover and extending
downwardly, through said guide, and forwardly
to be secured to said fastening element.

3. In combination with a seat frame; & seat
cushion; a back rest; a cover for said back rest;
means securing the upper edge of said cover in
place on said back rest; a pair of brackets mount-
ed on said frame beneath said cushion adjacent
opposite side edges of said back rest, each of said
brackets having a portion provided with a guide
opening and a fastening element; tapes attached
to said cover adjacent the side edges of said back
rest and extending downwardly, through said
guide openings, and forwardly beneath said cush-
jon and adjustably fastened to said fastening
elements to secure said cover in place at its lower

side edges.
WALTER L. FRY,
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