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To all, whon, it may concer'7. 
Be it known that I, CHARLESA. HARVEY, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at New 
York, in the county of New York and State 
of New York, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Shoe-Fastenings; and 
I do hereby declare the following to be a full, 
clear, and exact description of the invention, 
such as will enable others skilled in the art to 
Which it appertains to make and use the same. 
My invention is an improvement in shoe 

fastenings; and it consists in the novel fea 
tures of construction and combination of parts, 
hereinafter fully described. 
In the accompanying drawings I have shown 

One form in which I have contemplated em 
bodying my invention, and said invention is 
fully disclosed in the following description 
and claims. 

Referring to the said drawings, Figure 1 is 
a perspective view of a shoe provided with 
my improved fastening device. Fig. 2 is a 
detailed view of the parts of said fastening 
detached. Fig. 3 is a sectional view of the 
fastening shown in Figs. 1 and 2. Fig. 4 is a 
plan view of a slightly-modified form of fast 
ening device. Fig. 5 is a sectional view of 
the form of fastening shown in Fig. 4. Fig. 
6 is a detail of a part of the fastening shown 
in Figs. 4 and 5. 

In the form of fastening shown in Figs. 1, 
2, and 3 one flap of the shoe is provided with 
a row of hooks C, which are secured to an 
elastic gore B in any desired manner, the gore 
B being in turn secured to the flap of the 
shoe at the point b some distance back from 
the edge of the flap. I prefer to provide a 
plate A, provided with a series of hooks C, 
and Secure said plate to the gore through the 
intervention of a strip a? of leather or other 
suitable material secured to the plate and 
gore at ba?ick and front of the same, as shown 
in Figs. 2 and 3. It is obvious, however, that 
a row of hooks might be secured independ 
ently to the strips of leather a', if desired, 
without the use of a plate. The hooks a pro 
ject through suitable apertures c', cut in the 
flap of the shoe, and the portion of the flap C 
in rear of the hooks C, and between them and 

5o the edge of the flap forms an overlapping 
portion C", which corresponds with the tongue 

the elastic gore may permit it to assume. 

of a shoe and protects the foot of the Wearer 
from coming in contact with the fastening 
devices. To the opposite flap D of the shoe is 
secured a plate E, provided with a series of 
slots or recesses e, in line with the hooks Ct. 
and adapted to be engaged by the same. 
These openings may be formed by cutting 
slots in the plate E, as shown in full lines, or 
recesses, as indicated in dotted, lines in Fig. 
2. The plate E is also provided with suit 
able apertures e', by means of which it may 
be secured to the flap D. 

Instead of the plate E, provided with slots 
or recesses, I might employ a series of eyes 
independently secured to the flap; but the 
former is my preferred construction. The 
hooks C, are normally held by the elastic gore 
B in close relation to the apertures in the flap 
C, through which they project, and the shanks 
of said hooks are of sufficient length to per 
mit the same to pass backward and forward 
through said apertures as the elastic gore ex 
pands or contracts to adapt the shoe to the 
foot of the wearer. 
One of the flaps C or D is provided with an 

overlapping facing-strip F, which conceals 
the fastening device and gives a very finished 
appearance to the shoe. I have shown the 
facing-strip attached to the flap D, and in 
order to prevent the said strip from being 
raised by the bending of the parts in Walk 
ing or by the clothing striking against the 
strip I provide one, two, or more retaining 
clips G-G, as shown in the drawings, which 
hold the strip down in all the positions with 

ny 
preferred form of clip or retaining device may 
be employed; but I have shown a spring-clip 
such as is used for many purposes and is of 
ordinary construction, having the top piece 9, 
which may be turned up or depressed and 
held in a horizontal position. I prefer to 
form the top g of the retaining-clip With tWO 
downwardly-extending portions g' adjacent 
its outer and inner ends, which will hold the 
facing-strip F down securely whether said 
strip is engaged by the inner or the Outer 
portion g' of the clip. I prefer to employ 
two of these retaining-clips, as shown in Fig. 
1, one located at the top of the shoe and the 
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other about midway of the shoe-fastening. 
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When the shoe is being fastened, if it fits modifications and variations may be made 
tightly the hooks a may be engaged with the 
recesses or slots e for about half the length of 
the fastening and the clip G turned down over 
the facing-strip. This will hold the parts in 
engagement while the upper portions of the 
fastening are brought together and secured. 

In Figs. 4, 5, and 6 I have shown a slightly 
modified form of fastening. In this case the 
flap D, instead of being provided with the 
slotted plate E or a series of eyes, is provided 
with a series of hooks h, (formed integrally 
with and projecting from a plate, if desired.) 
which hooks alternate with the hooksa, of the 
other flap. I prefer to form the hooks inte 
grally with a plate H, as shown in Fig. 6, the 
said plate having a series of slots or recesses 
h' for the reception of the hooks of the other 
flap. 
In order to secure the two parts together 

against accidental disengagement, a tongue 
K is slipped between the two rows of hooks, 
thereby securely locking them together. It 
Will be observed that the hooks of each se 
ries engage the tongue IK on the side of the 
latter opposite the flap to which said hooks 
are secured. The facing-strip F conceals the 
entire fastening, as in the form before men 
tioned, and is held down by the retaining 
clips G, as before described. In both of these 
forms it will be seen that the hooks a, being 
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engaged from each other. 
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secured to the elastic gore B, an elastic fast 
ening device is provided which will adapt 
itself readily to the size of the foot and exert 
a gently-elastic pressure, thus rendering the 
fastening Sufficiently tight at all times and 
permitting it to yield to accommodate the 
movements of the foot in walking. 
When it is desired to release the fastening, 

the clips G are thrown up and the facing-strip 
raised. The tongue Kwill then be withdrawn 
longitudinally and the two sets of hooks dis 

I do not desire to be limited to the exact 
details of construction herein described, as 

therein without departing from the spirit of 
my invention. 
What I claim, and desire to secure by Let 

ters Patent, is 
1. A fastening for shoes and other articles, 

consisting of a strip of elastic material secured 
to one flap of the shoe, a series of hooks con 
nected with the free edge of said elastic strip 
and projecting through the flap and above 
the surface of the side of the flap opposite 
the elastic material, and securing devices 
adapted to engage the said hooks, and a faC 
ing-strip for concealing the fastening devices 
secured to the other flap of the shoe, substan 
tially as described. 

2. A shoe-fastening consisting of a series of 
hooks secured to one flap on one side of the 
same through the intervention of a strip of 
elastic material, said hooks projecting through 
said flap and projecting above the surface of 
the same on the side opposite the elastic ma 
terial, the opposite flap being provided with 
securing devices for engaging said hooks, and 
a facing-strip concealing said hooks and Se 
curing devices, and clips secured to the first 
named flap adapted to engage and retain Said 
facing-strip, substantially as described. 

3. A fastening device for adjacent edges of 
flexible material, consisting of the elastic gore 
secured to one edge and provided with a row 
of hooks, the slotted plate secured to the op 
posing edge and adapted to engage Said hooks, 
the facing-strip for concealing the said de 
vices, and the retaining-clips provided with a 
portion for engaging the facing-strip, having 
inwardly-extending portions adjacent its in 
ner and outer ends, substantially as described. 
In testimony whereof Iaffix my signature in 

presence of two witnesses. 
CHARLES A. HARVEY. 

Witnesses: 
ROBERT MCGILL, 
W. H. ROBERTS, 
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