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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, AusTIN T. FREEMAN, of
Herkimer, Herkimer county, New York, have
invented certain new and useful Improve ments
in Breech-Loading Fire-Arms, of which the fol-
lowing is a full and exact description, reference
being had to the drawing accompanying and
forming part of this specification.

My invention relates to the construction of
the breech-block and hammer of the arm known
as the “ Remington;” and consists in provid-
ing suitable notches or interlocking shoulders
upon the breech and hammer so arranged that,
if the trigger be pulled accidentally while the
breech is unclosed,the said shoulders will pre-
vent the breech from being closed until the
hammer is again cocked. This improvement
may be adapted to other arms having the same
general arrangement of hammer and breech,
but is specially applicable to the Remington
system.

TFigurelof the accompanying drawing shows
thearm with thehammer cocked and the breech
open to permit the insertion of the cartridge.
Tig. 2 shows the position of the hammer and
breech consequent upon pulling the trigger
while the breech is open, and then attempting
to close the breech without first cocking the
bammer. :

The breech A differs from thatin ordinary use
inthe ‘ Remington”arm only in having a notch,
C,cutin its exterior near the bottom. A spring
is used to retain the block in its closed posi-
tion,asnow practiced. Thehammer B isformed
with a corresponding tooth or projection, D,

engaging with the notch in the breech, as
shown, Fig. 2.

The operation of this device is as follows:
The hammer is cocked and the breech-block
swung back, as shown, Fig. 1, to permit the
insertion of a cartridge. The cartridge is then
inserted and the breech closed. If, before the
breech-block is closed, the trigger is pulled
with sufficient force to liberate the hammer
the mainspring presses the hammer against
the breech -block, and if now the breech is
pushed forward the notches or shoulders C and
D engage and prevent the complete closure of
the breech until the hammer is again cocked.
The spring holding the breech closed is suffi-
cient to complete the closing of the breech at-
ter it is carried forward to the point at which
the notches C and D engage.

By this device an accidental discharge of
the arm, consequent upon closing the breech
through pressure applied to the trigger while
the breech is open, is rendered impossible.

This device may be used in connection with
or without other devices for accomplishing the
same purpose. ‘

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-

_ent, is—

The interlocking shoulders C and D on the
hammer and breech, operating substantially
as and for the purpose seb forth.

AUSTIN T. FREEMAN.

Witnesses :

W. S. 8SmooT,
8. S. WESTCOTT.
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