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fiy present invention reiates to a protective 
garment for attinietic wear, and insore particular 
ly to a light Weight Washaibie gainent, which can 
be worn under the uniform of a, baseball player to 
protect the player against abrasion or burning 
of the skin at the lips and thighs as when Slid 
ing to a base. 
An object of the invention is to provide a pac 

tical and effective garrent Wichi aay be WOIn 
beneat the Uniform of a baseball player aS a 
protection against air abrasion or burning of 
the skin. When Siding into a 2.83. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a light weight garnet for a tilletic Wear 3 wing 
a novs padding Wiic. Wii filly pirotect the 
body of the Wearer and not interfere With his 
freedom of movement. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a protective garment for the hips aid thighs of 
a wearer in which the protective padding is close 
ly quilted to prevent a sticking of the pad to the 
body of the wearer due to perspiration, and 
which will also prevent a slipping of the pad with 
respect to the body of the Wearer when a Sliding 
pireSSure is exerted thereupon. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a light weight pants-like undergarment for ath 
letic wear having a securing means which Will 
hold the garment, upon the body of the Wearer 
without any overlapping of the Waistband. 
Another object of my invention is to provide a 

new and novel form of protective padding for an 
athletic garment having a point to point body 
contacting Surface which will provide a ventila 
tion between the pad and the body of the Wealy 
er and thus prevent sticking due to perSpira 
tion. 
Other objects and advantages of the invention 

will be in part pointed out hereinafter and in 
part evident to those skilled in the art as the de 
Scription proceeds. 
At the present time the only protective means 

of which I am aware that is provided for base 
ball players, of which there are several types, 
comprises a, belt-like metaber having two Spaced 
downwardly extending pads that are adapted 
to be suspended over the hips of the Wearer where 
they hang freely in the pant legs of the uniform. 
While these pads provide considerable protection 
under some conditions, they are open to the ob 
jection that in sliding feet first to a base they 
often to 3p and become tisyllaced, and as a re 
sult, their protecting function is entirely lost. 
In one form of such padding, the downwardly 
extending ends of the pads are provided With a 

1937, Seria No. 69,48 
(C. 2-22) 
tape-like means which is tied around each leg 
of the Wearer, but even with this expedient these 
pads are open to the objection that they become 
displaced in running and stick to the legs of the 
W3a'er and at the same time the leg ties seriously 
interfeire With the Wearer's freedom of nove 
inent. 

to overcome the above objections, my present 
invention contemplates a loose fitting light weight 
gari:ent of Washable material constructed along 
ths ii.aes of a pair of conventional shorts or 
trunks having relatively short and Wide leg por 
tions upon the sides of Which a padding is se 
Cuired in an innewable rinanner. In one en 
bodient of Xiny invention the pad is securely 
sewn against the inside surface of the garment 
Over the hip and thigh encoinpa,SSing area, there 
of, and in another form the padding is disposed 
and held in a protective position with respect to 
the body of the Wearer by a novel form of pad 
Receiving pocket Which extends from the rear of 
the garment and over the insides of the legs 
thereof. 
Another expedient Which has been resorted 

to in the construction of protective pads of the 
character contemplated by my invention has 
been to provide a plurality of Superimposed layers 
of padding, which are slideable with respect to 
each other, so as to permit a relative movement 
between the inside and outside layers, and thus 
reduce the movement of the inside layer upon 
the body of the player when a sliding pressure 
is exerted against the outside layer of the pad. 
inis arrangement has the disadvantage that the 
individual layers of padding often become rollied 
up and/or folded and thus their protective ac 
tion is destroyed. These objections are over 
come in accordance with my invention by pro 
widing a closely quilted body engaging Surface 
upon the inside surface of the pads, which will 
prevent sticking and also any Substantial move 
ment of the pad over the body of the wearer when 
pressure is applied thereto, and at the Same time 
the Outer Surface thereof Will not interfere With 
a relative movement between the pad and the 
unifornin worn thereover. 

In the drawing, wherein. I have shown by Way 
of illustratio; and not of limitation, preferred 
embodiments of my invention: 

Figure is a perspective front View of a gar 
ment constructed in accordance With my inven 
ticin, 

Figure 2 is a fragmentary sectional view of one 
side of the garment illustrated in Fig. 1, 

IO 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 



5 

0. 

5 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65. 

70 

75, 

2 
Figure 3 is a fragmentary sectional view taken 

along line III-III of Figure 2, 
Figure 4 is a fragmentary vertical sectional 

View of a garment constructed in accordance with 
another embodiment of my invention, and 

Figure 5 is a fragmentary Sectional view taken 
along line W-V of Figure 4. 
AS illustrated in Figure 1 of the drawing, the 

preferred form of my invention comprises a 
pants-like garment, designated by the numeral 

, which, except for the details to be herein 
after pointed out, is constructed along the lines 
of a pair of conventional trunks such as are com 
monly worn by athletes. The garment 9 is pref 
erably made of a light weight washable duck, and 
at the top thereof there is provided a belt en 
closing waistband through which a tieable Web 
belt 2 is extended. The Web belt 2 is of Sufi 
cient length to permit a tying of the ends at the 
front of the garment, as shown. In order to per 
Init the web belt f2 to be drawn tightly about the 
Waist of the Wearer without producing any Shir 
ring or overlapping of the waistband f, the gar 
ment has a relatively wide W-shaped fly open 
ing 3 which extends upwardly from the crotch 
of the garment. Arranged along opposite SideS 
of the garment and extending downWardly from 
the waistband over the hip and thigh en 
compassing area of the garment, there are re 
spectively right and left hand pads and 5. 
These pads may be of any Suitable pad forming 
material, and are preferably provided With close 
ly spaced right angled lines of Stitching that 
produce a quilted effect upon the inside Surface 
thereof, which will form a Spaced point to point 
body engaging surface. Such a Surface Contact 
With the body of the Wearer permits a Ventila 
tion between the pad and the body of the Wearer 
even when held tightly thereagainst, and at the 
same time it retards any sliding of the pads 
relative to the body of the Wearer When an ex 
ternal sliding pressure is exerted thereupon. 
These pads 4 and 5 are similar in outline and 
construction and they are disposed and firmly 
secured upon the inside surfaces of the garment 
f) in a protecting position over the hipS and 
thighs of the Wearer where a contact with the 
earth is most likely to occur in sliding either head 
first or feet first into a base. 
Upon referring to Figure 2 of the drawing, it 

Will be noted that the pads 4 and 5 extend 
downwardly inside the garment 0 throughout its 
entire vertical length. As shown, the pads 4 and 
45 are secured to the garment by a stitching 6 
which extends diagonally between the corners 
thereof. If desired, the pads 4 and 5 may also 
be secured to the garment () by the additional 
stitchings which form the quilting effect upon 
the Surface of the pads. 
As illustrated in Figure 3 of the drawing, the 

pads 6 and 5 extend from Spaced points at the 
rear of the garment for Wardly around the 
inside of each side and terminate just short of 
the front of the legs of the garment. With this 
arrangement it will be seen that the pads 4 
and 5 will be positioned at the most Vulnerable 
spots about the hips and thighs of the Wearer, 
and at the same time they will move outwardly 
free of the legs of the Wearer When in a normal 
base running posture. 
In Figure 4 of the drawing, the garment, desig 

nated by the numeral f8, has a Waistband 9 
which is similar in all practical respects to the 
waistband and through which a web belt 20 
is extended. In this embodiment the garment 

2,179,631 
8 Serves to Support right and left hand pro 

tective pads 2 and 22 respectively, in a manner 
Which Will permit their convenient removal for 
the purpose of washing the garment. As here 
shown, the garment 8 is provided with rela 
tively wide pockets 23 and 24, into which the 
protective pads 2 and 22 are respectively in 
Serted, that extend from Spaced points at the 
rear thereof around to a point at the front of the 
leg portions. The pads 2 and 22 may be formed 
of any relatively stiff felting or they may be of 
quilted or other construction which will render 
them relatively still edgewise in order that they 
Will hold their shape when placed in the pockets 
23 and 24. In order to provide against a sagging 
of the pockets 23 and 24, I extend their outer 
edges up to a point corresponding with the cen 
ter of the Waistline so that when the web belt 
20 is tightened upon the body of a wearer, the 
Outer edge of the pockets will be drawn tightly 
in against the waistband and thus effectively hold 
the pads 2 f and 22 against displacement. 
As shown in Figure 5 of the drawing, the 

pocketS 23 and 24 extend from Spaced points at 
the rear of the garment to points just short of the 
front center of the legs of the garment, so that, 
as has been previously described, the pockets 
with the pads 2 and 22 will flap rearwardly and 
outwardly from the legs of a wearer when in for 
Ward notion as in a normal running between 
bases, and as a result, they Will not bind upon 
the legs of the wearer or in any way interfere 
With the Wearer’s leg movements. 
From the above it will be seen that I have pro 

vided a combined practical and effective pro 
tective pad and supporting garment for athletic 
wear, which is loose fitting, and therefore com 
fortable to Wear and one which Will stand fre 
quent laundering without losing its shape. 
While I have, for the sake of clearness and 

in order to disclose my invention so that the 
Same can be readily understood, described and 
illustrated specific arrangements, I desire to 
have it understood that this invention is not 
limited to the Specific means disclosed, but may 
be embodied in other Ways that will Suggest them 
Selves to persons skilled in the art. It is believed 
that this invention is new and it is desired to 
claim it. So that all such changes as come with 
in the scope of the appended claims are to be 
considered as part of this invention. 
Having thus described my invention, what I 

claim and desire to Secure by Letters Patent is 
1. A protective garment for athletic wear, com 

prising a padded pants-like garment having a 
belt enclosing Waistband at the top and having 
a closed crotch and a wide V-shaped fly opening 
extending upwardly at the front thereof, and 
a belt forming member extending through said 
belt enclosing Waistband adapted to be secured 
in said fly opening without a shirring or an Over 
lapping at the waistband of the garment. 

2. In a protective washable garment for base 
ball players, the combination of a pants-like gar 
ment of light material having a belt forming 
portion at the waistline thereof and relatively 
wide downwardly extending short leg portions, a 
pocket extending around the rear and outside of 
said leg portions throughout Substantially their 
entire length, and a removable pad in each of said 
pockets as a protection for the hips and thighs 
of a wearer, the top opening of Said pockets be 
ing disposed outside of and along the line of said 
Waistband and adapted to be drawn into con 
tact with said waistband to close the pocket and 
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Secure Said pad against displacement when the 
garment is secured about the waist of a wearer. 

3. In a protective washable garment for base 
ball players, the combination of a pants-like gar 
ment of light material having a belt forming por 
tion at the Waistline thereof and relatively wide 
downwardly extending short leg portions, a pock 
et extending around the rear and Outside of said 
leg portions throughout Substantially their en 
tire length, the tops of Said pockets being dis 
pOSed along the center of said Waistband and 
adapted to be drawn into contact with said Waist 
band to close the pockets when the garment is 
secured about the waist of a wearer, and a pro 

3 
tective pad having non-sagging characteristics 
disposed in and completely filling each of said 
pockets. 

4. A protective garment for athletic wear, com 
prising a padded pants-like garment having a 
Waistband at the top and a closed crotch With a 
V-shaped fly opening extending upwardly at the 
front thereof, and a belt forming member co 
Operating With the Waistband at the top of Said 
garment having ends adapted to be connected 
together in said fly opening to secure the garment 
upon the body of a wearer without a shirring or 
overlapping at the waistband of the garment. 
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