
May 9, 1933. J. A. HOLMES 1,908,293 
SHOE 

Filed April 9, 1932 

as- M sa 41 as ?y 
X 65s e 

3. a. 

    

  

  

  



Patented May 9, 1933 1,908,293 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
JAMES A. HoLMES, OF WHITMAN, MASSACHUSETTS, ASSIGNOR. To REGAL SHOE com 

PANY, OF WHITMAN, MASSACHUSETTS, A CORPORATION OF MASSACHUSETTS 

SHOE 
Application filed April 9, 1932. Serial No. 604,164. 

This invention relates to shoes and is in 
tended to provide a construction for a shoe 
upper that will insure the maximum of com 
fort and ease to the wearer, while at the same 

5 time producing a snugness of fit to conform 
to the shape of the foot that it is difficult to 
obtain with the usual construction of shoe 
upper. Another feature of the improvement 
is the provision of a construction for a low 

0 cut shoe that tends to exclude rain or Snow or 
sand from penetrating to the inside of the 
shoe when the shoe is 
foot of the wearer. . . . . . 

These and other features of the invention 
15 will be particularly described in the follow 

ing specification and will be defined in the 
claims annexed. 

In the accompanying drawing is illustrat 
ed one form of construction and arrange 
ment embodying the principles of this in 
vention, in which . . 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the finished 
shoe partly broken away to show otherwise 
concealed construction. 

Fig. 2 is a longitudinal section through 
the tongue portion of the shoe on sectional 
plane 2-2, Fig. 1. . . . . . . . 

Fig. 3 is a transverse sectional view 
through the tongue portion of the shoe on 

80 sectional plane 3-3, Fig.1. 
Fig. 4 and Fig. 5 are further transverse 

sections on the planes, respectively, 4-4 and 
5-5 as shown in Fig.1. 

Fig. 6 is a plan view indicating the outline 
35 of the forward portion of the blanked-out 

upper before it is prepared for lasting and 
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for attachment of the bottom. - 
In the practice of the invention the shoe 

bottom 10 is of usual or suitable construction 
40 to which the outer edges of the appropriate 

form of upper 11 is attached by stitching in 
the usual manner. The forepart of the ap 
per 11, when blanked-out, is formed at its 
medial portion along the instep line with a 

45 relatively wide vent opening or gap extend 

properly fitted to the 

ing forwardly from the top edge 16 of the up 
per toward the ball line of the shoe and this 
vent opening is cut preferably to leave at its 
forward end an integral tab i5, which forms , , 
a portion of the tongue structure of the shoe. 50 
The tongue 18 is made of a piece of soft 

thin leather, whose forward edge portion un 
derlies the rear edge of the tab 15 to which it 
is stitched by a transverse row of stitching. . 
This tongue piece 18 is much wider than the 55 
gap between the edges of the upper bounding 
the vent opening, so that as shown in Fig. 
8 and Fig. 4 the lateral marginal portions of 
the tongue may be folded back to lie against 
the inside face of the marginal portions of 60 
the upper 11 bounding the vent so as to form 
a bellows tongue completely excluding the 
entrance of water or other foreign substance 
into this portion of the shoe. 
Over the waist or instep portion of the 65 

shoe upper are located a pair of oppositely 
disposed saddle pieces 20, whose outer edge 
portions are united together with the under 
lying portion of the upper 11 to the bottom 
by stitching in the usual manner, but whose 70 
inner edges are preferably skived, folded 
back underneath and secured to the outer 
portion by a line of stitches, as shown at 20, 
thus forming a complete continuous loop 
along the inner edge portion of each saddle 75 
piece for its whole distance, except that small 
openings are cut through the doubled edge 
of each saddle, as shown at 20°, sufficient 
to allow the insertion of the shoelace a in 
the manner shown in Fig. 1. The doubled 80 
over portions or loops of the saddle pieces 
extend considerably beyond the adjacent 
edges of the upper 11 bounding the vent and 
overlie both the tongue tab 15 and the tongue 
18, so that when the laces are drawn the 85. 
saddle members act to bring the sub-tending 
waist portion of the upper in Snug contact 
with the waist portion of the foot thereby 
giving a firm but flexible support for this 
portion of the foot, which is very desirable. 90 
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A draw strap 22 is inserted between the 
rear portion of the upper 11 and the lining 
13 and is anchored at its rear end to the upper 
by appropriate stitching, while the forward 
end of each draw strap passes out through 
a slit or opening 12 adjacent to the rear end 
of the vent. This exposed portion of each 
draw strap is folded back and stitched to the 
body portion to form loop portion 22 lo 
cated to normally lie in alignment with the 
loop portions of the saddle pieces 20, so that 
the shoe lace ends may be threaded through 
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the loops 22 of the draw straps after they 
have been threaded through the saddle loops, 
as above explained. ' 
The upper is cut for any particular last 

representing any predetermined size of foot 
so as to leave a fairly narrow space between 
the two looped ends of the saddle pieces and 
of the draw straps when the lace is drawn 
tightly after the foot has been inserted. The 
effect is to simultaneously draw the waist 
portion of the shoe through the action of 
the shoe laces on the saddle pieces to snugly 
grip the waist of the foot, while at the same 
time the draw straps contract the upper 
interior edge portion of the rear portion of 
the shoe upper around the ankle and the heel 
of the foot to avoid leaving any gap between 
the foot and the opening in the upper through 
which the foot is inserted. By this construc 
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tion the edges of both the vent and the foot 
insertion opening are drawn snugly to the 
corresponding outline of the foot and thus 
tends to not only exclude the entrance of 
foreign substances but also to prevent ob 
jectionable slipping of the shoe on the foot 
after the shoe has been properly laced and 
tied. The bellows construction of the tongue 
allows the drawing nearer together of the 
loop portions or flies of the saddle without 
objectitionable displacement of the edges of 
the tongue, which would be likely to occur 
if the side edges of the tongue were left free 
and of course prevents the penetration of 
water or foreign substances through the 
opening between the flies since the water will 
be shed or deflected downward over the out 
side surface of the upper without entering 
the interior of the shoe. - 
What I claim is: - 
1. A shoe upper provided with an instep 

vent of substantial width and having a tongue 
tab integral with the vamp projecting into 
the forward end portion of said vent, exte 
rior saddle pieces extending from the shoe 
bottom toward the medial line of the vent 
so as to substantially overlap beyond the 
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lateral edges of the vent, said saddle pieces 
having their inner marginal portions doubled 
back to form a continuous loop from the 
lower to the upper edge thereof, the looped 
portion of each Saddle piece being provided 
with a series of lace-receiving apertures ar 
ranged in opposed pairs, and a bellows tongue 
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stitched at its forward end to said tongue 
tab and along its lateral edges to the adja 
cent lateral edge portions of the upper adja 
cent said instep vent. 

2. A shoe upper provided with an instep 
vent of substantial width and having a tongue 
tab integral with the vamp projecting into 
the forward end portion of said vent, exte 
rior saddle pieces extending from the shoe 
bottom toward the medial line of the vent 
so as to substantially overlap beyond the lat 
eral edges of the vent, said saddle pieces 
having their inner marginal portions dou 
bled back to form a continuous loop from the 
front to the rear thereof, the looped portion 
of each saddle piece being provided with a 
series of lace-receiving apertures arranged 
in opposed pairs, and a bellows tongue 
Stitched at its forward end to said tongue tab 
and along its lateral edges to the adjacent 
lateral edge portions of the upper adjacent 
said instep vent, a draw strap located be 
tween the lining and the upper along each 
interior edge of the rear portion of the upper 
and projecting out through the upper to over 
lap the edge of the rear portion of the instep 
vent, said projecting portion being doubled 
on itself to form a lace-receiving loop in sub 
stantial alignment with the adjacent loop. 
portion of the adjacent saddle piece. 

3. A shoe upper formaed with a foot-re 
ceiving opening and an instep vent extending 
forwardly therefrom, opposed exterior sad 
die pieces extending over the Waist portion 
of the upper, each having its inner edge por 
tion formed into a continuous lace-receiv 
ing loop provided at intervals with small 
lace-receiving apertures in its folded edge 
for the insertion and emergence of a shoe 
lace, a draw strap extending around the inte 
rior edge portion of each side of the rear 
part of the upper between the upper and its. 
lining, and having its forward end extending 
out through a slot in the upper to form a 
lace-receiving loop projecting beyond the 
Vent edge of the upper in substantial align 
ment with the corresponding loop portion of 
the adjacent saddle piece and in opposition 
to the loop end of the other draw strap. 

4. A shoe upper formed with a foot-receiv 
ing opening and an instep vent extending 
forwardly therefrom, opposed exterior sad 
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dle pieces extending over the waist portion 
of the upper, each having its inner edgepor 
tion formed into a continuous lace-receiving 
loop provided at intervals with small lace 
receiving apertures in its folded edge for the 
insertion and emergence of a shoe lace, a 
draw strap extending around the interior 
edge portion of each side of the rear part of 
the upper between the upper and its lining, 
and having its forward end extending out 
through a slot in the upper to form a lace 
receiving loop projecting beyond the vent 
edge of the upper in substantial alignment 
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with the corresponding loop portion of the 
adjacent saddle piece and in opposition to the 
loop end of the other draw strap, and a bel 
lows tongue stitched to the lateral and for 
ward edges of the upper bounding the instep 
vent to form a complete closure of the vent 
underneath the interior edge portions of the 
saddle pieces. 
In witness whereof, I have subscribed the 

above specification. 
JAMES A, HOLMES. 


