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[57] ABSTRACT

A PBX communications device is disclosed. The PBX
communications device permits communication be-
tween a PBX and an adjunct processor. The present
invention uses direct communications with a PBX line
card as the source of information for the adjunct proces-
sor and translates the information to a form usable by
the adjunct processor.
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1
PBX SYSTEM COMMUNICATIONS DEVICE

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a telephone commu-
nications system, in particular, a communications de-
vice which connects a PBX system and an adjunct pro-
cessor.

2. ART BACKGROUND

PBX systems are telephone communications systems
well known in the prior art. To add to the sophistica-
tion, functionality, and utility of a PBX system, it has
become desirable to connect an adjunct processor (in-
cluding, but not limited to a voice processing system,
voice mail systems, or a computerized console) to the
PBX system. These adjunct processors perform various
functions, including taking messages, providing voice
information, and providing console operators with in-
formation concerning incoming callers. Callers nor-
mally reach the adjunct processor because they have
been forwarded to it when the original dialed extension
is busy or does not answer, or when callers wish to
access the adjunct processor directly.

Once a caller reaches the adjunct processor, a voice
connection is established to allow the caller to hear
and/or record voice information (in the case of an an-
swering machine or voice mail system), or the caller
may speak with an attendant (in the case of a computer-
ized console). The operation of an adjunct processor
would be greatly enhanced if it were also able to receive
data concerning each call from, and send instructional
information to, the PBX system.

PBX systems have line cards through which station
equipment (e.g. individual telephone sets) are normally
connected to the PBX. Each telephone set must be
connected to a line card to function. The line card not
only provides a voice connection to the PBX (normally
over a pair of wires called the voice pair), but also
provides a data connection to each telephone (over a
pair of wires called the data pair). On completely digital
line cards, both the voice and data are sent over the data
pair. The data passing between the phone and the line
card controls the features on each phone (e.g. lights,
displays, etc.), interprets commands issued from each
phone (e.g. pushing a button or dialing a number), as
well as providing PBX system status information (e.g.
maintenance and polling information and the condition
of other extensions on the PBX). The present invention
provides a data connection between adjunct processors
and the PBX through the data pair of standard PBX line
cards.

In the prior art, limited communications between a
PBX system and an adjunct processor has been accom-
plished by physically connecting an integration device
with a telephone set (See, for example, U.S. Pat. No.
4,873,718, Barnett, et al.). Using this method, the prior
art systems monitored physical changes (i.e. lights illu-
minated) and displays within the telephone itself, which
changes and displays were initiated by the PBX. Thus
this prior art system required modification of a physical
telephone so that these devices could be electrically
connected to the internal circuitry of a telephone.

However, these prior art methods and apparatus have
several apparent limitations, including, but not limited
to, the necessity of purchasing a PBX telephone set that
is dedicated solely for the purpose of being monitored
by the prior art system, and modifying the telephone set
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to physically incorporate the monitoring equipment.
Additionally the system is limited by the size and line
type limitations of the modified telephone set, speed of
operations is relatively slow, and the warrantability of
telephone system is risked because of the physical modi-
fications made to the telephone set, the PBX hardware
and the host PBX system.

The present invention has many advantages over the
prior art. The present invention does not connect to a
telephone set, and does not require a physical telephone
set for its operation. Since these telephone sets, and the
associated software and hardware required to operate
them, are relatively expensive to purchase and maintain,
the present invention offers considerable cost savings.
Further, the present invention does not require modifi-
cations of any hardware or telephones on a PBX to
operate, thus saving time and labor.

In the prior art, the functionality of the PBX commu-
nications device was limited by the physical capabilities
of the telephone set to which it was connected. For
example, if a telephone set could only monitor four
telephone lines, and had limited display information, the
communications device would be severely limited.
Since the present invention does not rely upon connec-
tion with a physical telephone, it has none of these
constraints.

Another advantage of the present invention is speed
of operations. In the prior art, the speed at which the
basic operations of answering calls, receiving and trans-
mitting data, and transferring calls, is limited by the
speed at which the telephone can process each opera-
tion. Telephone sets are designed and built to accommo-
date operations performed at normal human speed. The
present device circumvents the physical telephone and
its speed limitations. Speed is the critical factor deter-
mining whether or not adequate coordination with an
adjunct processor is achieved, particularly in high vol-
ume environments,

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It is therefore an object of the present invention to
enable direct communication between a PBX (Private
Branch Exchange) system and an adjunct processor
without the limitations of an intervening telephone.
Direct data communications is established over the data
pair of the PBX line card.

It is also an object of the present invention to provide
the means to connect an adjunct processor to a PBX
system without the limitations of telephone emulation.
Telephone emulation is the imitation of features and
functionality of a particular telephone set.

The present invention, the PBX communications
device, connects directly to a PBX station line card of
the PBX in much the same manner as any normal pe-
ripheral to a PBX system (e.g. answering machine, tele-
phone station set, etc.). It does not emulate any particu-
lar telephone set but rather monitors PBX information
present on the line card and transmits information from
the adjunct processor.

Each line card in a PBX communicates directly with
the central processing unit of the PBX. A great deal of
information concerning the status of individual stations,
calls in progress, and the general functioning of the
PBX is presented to the line card.

The present invention does not contain, nor utilize,
any voice detection circuitry and thus cannot establish
a direct talk path with the PBX system. The present
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invention connects with the data pair of the line card
only. Since the establishment of a direct talk path is a
necessary function of a telephone set, the present inven-
tion cannot perform telephone emulation. Further, the
present invention is able to monitor information not
available to telephone sets (including, but not limited to
the status of other telephone sets in the PBX system, the
status of other line cards and the status of trunks in the
PBX system) and may perform functions telephone sets
are incapable of (including activating and deactivating
other lines and telephone sets).

The present invention provides important informa-
tion concerning the PBX system to the adjunct proces-
sor in a form usable to the adjunct processor. In addi-
tion, it allows the adjunct processor to control the PBX
via the PBX communication device. The invention does
not connect with a physical phone to provide a commu-
nications path, and is thus not functionally limited by
the features of any particular phone.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a PBX system incorpo-
rating the communications device of the present inven-
tion. .

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of one version of the PBX
communications device according to the present inven-
tion.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

In some approaches, it has been possible to provide
limited communications with the PBX through tele-
phone emulation or connection with the internal cir-
cuitry of a telephone (See Barnett, et. al). The present
invention does not emulate a telephone, but rather con-
nects directly to the data pair of a line card of the PBX.
It does not have any of the limitations inherent within
telephone emulation, insofar as telephone sets are in-
tended as limited human interfaces to the PBX system.
Further, the present invention does not connect to a
physical telephone, and thus does not rely upon a physi-
cal telephone for information, offering a more compre-
hensive and less hardware limited means of communica-
tion.

In one embodiment, a caller may attempt to dial an-
other extension within the PBX system. If the person
does not answer the phone, or is on the line, the PBX
will forward the caller to a message center. The mes-
sage center is equipped with a computer linked to the
PBX system via the present invention. The PBX com-
munications device receives information concerning the
origin, nature and original destination of the call from
the PBX via the PBX line card. The PBX communica-
tions device then converts this information into a com-
munications protocol understood by the adjunct proces-
sor.

If the adjunct processor were a computerized con-
sole, it could display the origin (e.g. a call from Mary
Jones, extension 123), nature (e.g. the call was an inter-
nal call placed by Mary Jones to John Doe at extension
345, which was forwarded because John Doe did not
answer) and original destination of the call (e.g. John
Doe, extension 345) and present the computer operator
with a predetermined screen (e.g. John Doe’s status for
the day and other messages). The computer operator
could then signal the PBX to connect the call, and
would be prepared with all of the information necessary
to talk with the caller.
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If the computer operator then took a message from
the caller, he or she could direct the PBX, via the pres-
ent invention, to activate a message waiting indicator on
the original called party’s telephone set (e.g. John Doe’s
extension 345). The PBX communications device trans-
mits this information to the line card which informs the
PBX.

In another embodiment, the adjunct processor is a
voice mail system. The PBX system communicates with
the PBX communications device as to the origin, status
and destination of the incoming call. The voice mail
system thus knows for whom the call was intended,
from whence it originated, and the condition under
which it was presented to the voice mail system and will
connect the caller to the appropriate called party’s
voice mailbox passing the appropriate data. Once a
message is taken, the voice mail system may direct the
PBX to activate a message waiting indicator on the
original called party’s telephone set.

FIG. 1 illustrates a PBX system and an adjunct pro-
cessor which communicates through the PBX commu-
nications device of the present invention. In FIG. 1, the
telephone system includes PBX system 10 which can be
one of many different types of PBX systems (including
for example PBX systems manufactured by Northern
Telecom, AT&T, and Rolm) connected to an adjunct
processor 30 via station lines 19 (For simplicity, only
three station lines are shown although any number
could be used). The station lines 19 are the lines the
adjunct processor may use to establish voice connec-
tions with the PBX, e.g., in the case of voice mail, to

.provide phone lines for the digitization and playback of

voice messages or, in the case of a message center, the
line of a particular operator.

The PBX 10 is also connected to the PBX communi-
cations device 20 via lead 12 connected directly to the
PBX line card 11. The PBX communications device 20
is also connected to the adjunct processor 30 via stan-
dard RS-232 or other data line 21.

Calls received by the PBX 10 for which communica-
tions information is required, are directed to the specific
line card(s) 11 for processing. For simplicity, only one
line card is shown, although any number of line cards
can be monitored by the PBX communications device
20.

The adjunct processor 30 can be any voice mail sys-
tem or any computer including personal computers,
main frame computers or standalone voice processing
computers connected to the PBX communications de-
vice 20 via lead 21 for communicating in standard RS
232 format or other acceptable digital data format.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of the PBX communica-
tions device of the present invention. A PBX station line
card 11 of a PBX is connected to the device by a suit-
able lead 12 consisting of a data pair 13 and voice pair 14
or, in the case of a digital station line card, simply a data
pair 13 to the PBX communications device 20. Digital
line cards differ from analog line cards in that the voice
signal is digitized and passed over a single data pair. The
present invention strips away the digitized voice infor-
mation and processes the PBX data information.

It has been necessary in the past to connect PBX-
adjunct processor interfaces via serial data ports in the
PBX rather than through line cards 11 and lead 12. This
has been required because it has heretofore been im-
practical to send and receive the required data through
lead 12. A host of communications and protocol diffi-
culties, including availability of serial ports, have re-
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stricted serial port use. The present invention exploits
the line card 11 connection with the PBX bus and CPU
to extract the required data.

The voice pair 14 of the lead 12 is used only for refer-
ence ground and power. This is necessary to overcome
possible signal level problems. Voice pair 14 is termi-
nated in the power sub-unit of the PBX communications
device (transformer 15), which also draws direct power
and reference ground from standard AC lines.

The PBX 10 sends all the of the required data to line

card 11, through the data pair 13 of the line card to the
PBX communications device 20. The signal is then
passed through the hybrid transformer 51 to op-amp 23.
Op-amp 23 is used to increase or decrease the signals to
their proper voltage levels. The signal is passed through
a phase lock loop (PLL) 22, tuned to the appropriate
input frequency, which varies from PBX to PBX. This
data signal is passed to the D Flip/flop 24. This circuit
allows the data to be passed to the data bus 28, while
generating a reference clocking pulse used for reading
this data. It is necessary to split out the clock to extract
the data alone. By use of software as described more
“fully below, the messages received are decoded and
information is stored in RAM memory 57. RAM mem-
ory 57 has the capacity to function as a queue to store
data awaiting processing.

A software program stored in PROM or RAM 59
along with programmed in EEPROM 58 checks for
messages as to the status of the station line(s) 19 to see
which stations are available to receive a call and which
stations are busy (Decoder to Line Status Module 25),
the manner in which the calls were received (i.e. for-
ward busy, forward no-answer, etc.) and which exten-
sion called whom (from Decoder to Extension Module
25). Decoder to Linecard Module 31 monitors and re-
sponds to all PBX polling messages. The Controller
Module 29 is software which coordinates the activities
of the other three software modules.

The PBX communications device then checks RAM
memory 57 and converts the data to a protocol under-
stood by the adjunct processor 30 and sends the appro-
priate information through the RS 232 driver/receiver
32 and the RS 232 connector 33 to the adjunct proces-
sor.

A terminal or a computer can be used to monitor or
change setup and configuration programs stored in
EEPROM 58 by way of the RS 232 driver/receiver
connector to DTE 34.

Examples of the type of data received by the PBX
communications device 20 from the line card 11 in-
clude, but are not limited to, station identification of
calling party, trunk identification of calling party, origi-
nal called party extension of forwarded calls, reason for
forward (e.g. forward from a ring-busy station, forward
from a ring-no-answer station, forward all calls, for-
ward from a station in do-not-disturb mode, overflow
calls). The preceding are examples of communications
from the PBX on a per call basis directed to the line
card 11. The PBX also supplies information on other
trunks and stations not dependent upon specific calls to
the line card 11, including, but not limited to, stations
on-hook (i.e. busy), stations off-hold (i.e. free to accept
a call) and calls in queue (i.e. calls waiting to be an-
swered by the next free station). The above information
may also appear, in various forms, on the digital display
or function keys of a telephone station. Unlike a normal
telephone on a PBX, the present invention is able to
activate and deactivate lines other than those it is physi-
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6 ,
cally connected to. It accomplishes this by sending
informatjon directly to the PBX CPU via the line card
11.

The PBX communications device continuously re-
ceives and transmits information to the PBX and ad-
junct processor. The format of the information varies
from PBX to PBX, but is normally a disphase serial
signal comprised of voltage highs and lows and a clock
signal.

The size of the data packet received from the PBX 10
via data pair 13 varies from 10 to 24 bits, and normally
includes header information (0 to 4 bits), target address
information (2 to 4 bits), data (8 to 16 bits) and end of
data information (0 to 2 bits).

A representative data packet would look like:

HHHHTTTTDO0D1D2D3 D4 D5 D6 D7 D8
D9 DA DB DC DD DE DF

where:

H is header

T is target address
" DO-DF is data

Header information would signal the type of informa-
tion contained in the data packet. It could announce
that the data packet is a polling message, information on
an incoming call, or status of another station in the
PBX.

Target address information signals the intended tar-
get to receive the information. The target may be any
line card on the PBX.

Data is the actual information to be transmitted.

Most PBX’s transmit similar types of information via
the line card to the PBX communications device. This
information can be grouped into 3 broad categories—-
polling messages, call specific messages and system
information.

Polling messages. PBX’s send polling messages to
each line card to establish the status of the line card and
equipment attached to the line card. Polling messages
can take many forms, but is normally a predefined data
packet addressing a specific device or component. Pol-
ling messages require immediate response from the PBX
communications device, or the PBX will take remedial
action. .

Call specific messages. When a call is presented to a
line card, the PBX sends a data packet in the above
format with the appropriate information.

System Information. The PBX sends information
about the PBX system itself, information not limited to
specific line cards or intended for specific stations. The
PBX communications device can be programmed to
intercept this information and provide it to an adjunct
processor. .

The following are examples of the type and format of
PBX data packets sent over data pair 13 of line card 11.

EXAMPLE 1
Polling Type Data Packet

HHHHHHHH
00000001

Response to polling message

HHHHHHHH
0000001 0
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EXAMPLE 2
Call Specific Data Packet

Indicates a call forwarded from extension 1000 com-
ing in from PBX to communications device.

The PBX communications device receives each data
packet and places the information in RAM memory. It
then inspects the header information of each packet to
determine what it should do with each piece of informa-
tion it receives. It can 1) respond to it (in the case of a
polling message), 2) discard the information as irrele-
vant (in the case of digitized voice information) or 3)
pass the information to the adjunct processor in a form
and protocol appropriate. The header and target infor-
mation in the data packet is all that is normally required
to determine what the PBX communications device
should do with the data.

In a preferred embodiment, the PBX communications
device 20 can answer calls presented to it via the line
card 11 and can transfer those calls to the adjunct pro-
cessor 30 (which can be a voice mail system) via line(s)
19. Since the PBX communications device continually
monitors the status of lines terminated to the adjunct
processor 30 via station lines 19, it knows if any lines 19
are free to accept a new call. This is accomplished by
capturing and reading data present on line card 11 as to
the status of station lines 19. If it determines that a line
is free, it will direct the line card to transfer the call to
a free line which in turn instructs the PBX to transfer
the call. If no lines 19 are free, the PBX communications
device may direct the line card 11 to queue the call for
the next available line 19 (if queuing is an option on the
PBX).

Once the PBX communications device 20 is ready to
transfer a call to the adjunct processor 30, it passes the
appropriate data in the appropriate format over the
serial link 21 to the adjunct processor 30 via RS-232
driver 32 and DCE connection 33 or DTE connection
34, depending upon the cabling used. The adjunct pro-
cessor is informed, in this embodiment, of the source,
destination, reason for the call and incoming trunk iden-
tification. It may pass this data before, simultaneously,
or after the call is connected to the line 19, dependent
on the requirements of the adjunct processor 30.

If the caller leaves a voice message on the adjunct
processor 30, the adjunct processor may communicate
with the PBX communications device 20 via the same
RS 232 link 21, that it wishes to activate a message
waiting indication light on a particular telephone set.
The PBX communications device 20 then generates the
proper data packet to light the message waiting indica-
tor. This is accomplished by sending the proper data
packet from data bus 28 through the parallel to serial
converter 36 to the bi-directional module (hybrid trans-
former) 51 and on to the line card 11 through data pair
13.

What has been described is merely illustrative of one
embodiment of the principles of the PBX communica-
tions device of the present invention.

The present invention may also monitor activity oc-
curring in other parts of the PBX without being actually
involved in receiving calls. In another embodiment, the
present invention is programmed to monitor activity on
other line cards in the PBX. For example, if a caller
were forwarded directly to a station connected to ad-
Jjunct processor 20, the present invention would query
the PBX via line card 11 as to the origin of the call. It
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could then pass that information, in a suitable form, to
the adjunct processor.

Other methods, particularly for different PBX’s and
different adjunct processors, using different sequences,
circuits or protocols can be used by those skilled in the
art to implement the present invention without depart-
ing from the spirit and scope of the present invention.
Further, it is possible, using modified standard proces-
sors (including personal computers) to deliver the same
functionality, also without departing from the spirit of
the present invention.

What is claimed is:

1. A telephone communications device for providing
communication between a telephone switching appara-
tus and an adjunct processor, said telephone switching
apparatus having at least one telephone switching appa-
ratus station line card connected to said telephone
switching apparatus and to said telephone communica-
tions device, said telephone communications device
comprising:

means for monitoring communications between said

telephone switching apparatus and said adjunct
processor via said station line card;
means for extracting information from said communi-
cations, said information comprising status of in-

" coming calls, status of stations in the telephone
switching apparatus and the origin, nature and
destination of said incoming calls;

means for communicating said information from said

telephone switching apparatus to said adjunct pro-
cessor to provide said information in a usable form
to the adjunct processor; and

means for communicating other information from the

adjunct processor to the telephone switching appa-
ratus via said station line card.

2. The telephone communications device of claim 1
wherein said adjunct processor is a voice processing
system.

3. The telephone communications device of claim 1
wherein said telephone switching apparatus is a PBX.

4. A telephone system communications arrangement
comprising: :

a PBX including at least one station line card;

a voice processing system capable of receiving and

transmitting digital information; and

a communications device for connecting said PBX to

said voice processing system, said communications

device comprising:

means for answering a call from said station line
card,

means for determining information about said call
including the origin, nature and original destina-
tion of said call,

means for translating the information about said
call into a protocol understood by said voice
processing system,

means for transferring said call to the voice pro-
cessing system,

means for informing said voice processing system
of the information about the call in a protocol
understood by the voice processing system, and

means for receiving other information from said
voice processing system and causing said PBX to
provide a message waiting indication to said
original destination of said call.

5. The telephone system communications arrange-
ment of claim 1, wherein said station line card supports
a single digital pair.
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6. The telephone system communications arrange-
ment of claim 1, wherein said station line card supports
both a voice pair and a data pair.

7. A telephone system communications arrangement
comprising:

atelephone switching apparatus including at least one

station line card,

an adjunct processor, and

a communications device for connecting said tele-

phone switching apparatus to said adjunct proces-

sor, said communications device comprising:

means for connecting to a station line card,

means for answering a call from the station line
card,

means for determining information about the call,
including the origin, nature and original destina-
tion of the call,

means for translating said information about the
call into a protocol understood by the adjunct
processor,

means for receiving information from the adjunct
processor,

means for translating information from the adjunct
processor into a protocol understood by the
telephone switching apparatus, and

means for transmitting other information.from the
adjunct processor to the telephone switching
apparatus.

8. The telephone system communications arrange-
ment of claim 7 wherein said adjunct processor is a
voice processing system.

9. The telephone system communications arrange-
ment of claim 7 wherein said adjunct processor is a
computer.

10. The telephone system communications arrange-
ment of claim 7 wherein said telephone switching appa-
ratus is a PBX.

11. The telephone system communications arrange-
ment of claim 7 wherein said line card supports a single
digital pair.

12. The telephone system communications arrange-
ment of claim 7 wherein said line card supports both a
voice pair and a data pair.
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13. A telephone system communications arrangement
comprising:

a telephone system including at least one station line

card,

an adjunct processor, and

a communications device for connecting said tele-

phone system to said adjunct processor, said com-

munications device comprising:

means for connecting to a station line card of said
telephone system,

means for answering a call from said station line
card,

means for determining function key status and
reading digital display information about the call
into a protocol understood by the adjunct pro-
Cessor,

means for transmitting said information about the
call to the adjunct processor,

means for receiving other information from the
adjunct processor

means for translating said other information from
the adjunct processor into a protocol understood
by the station line card, and

means for transmitting said other information from
the adjunct processor to the telephone system.

14. The telephone system communications arrange-
ment of claim 13 wherein said adjunct processor is a
voice processing system.

15. The telephone system communications arrange-
ment of claim 13 wherein said adjunct processor is a
computer.

16. The telephone system communications arrange-
ment of claim 13 wherein said telephone system is a
PBX.

17. The telephone system communications arrange-
ment of claim 13 wherein said station line card supports
a single digital pair.

18. The telephone system communications arrange-
ment of claim 13 wherein said station line card supports
both a voice pair and a data pair.

19. The telephone communications arrangement of
claim 1 wherein said incoming calls are answered at said

station line card.
* * * * *
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