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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JOEN PEACON, of Key
West, in the county of Monroe and State of
Florida, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in Sponge-Gatherers, of which the
following is a specification.

The object of my invention is to provide a
device for gathering sponges from the bottom
of the sea in deep water where the ordinary
pole with grappling-hooks cannot be used
without great labor and danger of breaking
the pole.

It consists in the peculiar construction and
arrangement of a grappling device designed
to be operated by two ropes at any desired
depth in a simple, practical, and convenient
way for the purpose of gathering spon ges or
any other article that may rest upon the bot-
tom of the sea, as will be more fully described
with reference to the drawings, in which—

Figure 1is a side view of the device in the
position in which it is suspended above the
sponge prior to grappling with the same, and
Fig. 2 is a similar view showing the position

‘assumed by the parts in seizing and raising

the sponge.

In the drawings, A represents a U-shaped
metal frame whose bent portion is uppermost
and whose downwardly-projecting branches
are split or bifurcated at their lower ends to
form four supporting-legs ¢ ¢ ¢ o, which ,When
they strike the sea-bottom, maintain an up-
right position for the U-shaped frame.

B B" are independent metal bails hinged
upon a common axial bolt ¢ to the U-shaped
frame and projecting upon opposite sides of
the same and having at their outermost bends
a set of curved downwardly and inwardly
projecting tines b b’

To the top of the U-shaped frame and cross-
wise upon the same is rigidly attached, by
bolts orrivets, a cross-bar D, whose outer ends
are formed with eyes to receive the ropes B! E,
which pass freely through the same. These

ropes K’ form a sort of sling, whose lower
ends, after passing through the eyes of the

cross-bar D, are attached to the outer ends of
the grappling-bails and whose upper ends are
joined and connected to the lowering-line E.

Iis alifting-line which is attached directly
to the top of the U-shaped frame.

To operate the device, it is lowered, by
means of therope E, to a position im mediately
above the sponge, or other article to be grap-
pled, until the legs @ rest upon the bottom of
the sea with the sponge between them. The

rope B is then suddenly slacked and the bails |

B B, with their tines 0 0', are allowed to fall
with some force, which action causes the tines
to penetrate the sponge near its base, taking a

-firm hold upon the same, as shown in Fig. 2.

Then leaving the rope E still slack the grap-
pling device is lifted, with the sponge or other
article, by means of the rope F.

ITaving thus described my invention, what
Tclaim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1.-The grappling device consisting of a
metal frame adapted to rest on the bottom of
the sea and having a lifting-rope attached
thereto, a cross-bar with eyes on the top of
said frame, two bailshaving theirends hinged
to said frame and provided at their outer
bends with inwardly-projecting tines, and
ropes passing through the eyes of the cross-
bar and attached to the bails and provided
with an operating-rope substantially as and
for the purpose described.

2. The grappling device consisting of the
U-shaped metal frame A with legsaaaaat
the lower ends of the branches, and a perfo-
rated cross-bar D on top of the same, bails
B B’ hinged to the frame on opposite sides,
and provided with inwardly-projecting tines
b 0, the sling-rope E K/ passing through the
cross-bar and attached to the bails, and an
operating-rope E attached to the sling, sub-
stantially as and for the purpose described.

JOIIN PEACON.

Witnesses:

L. W. BerHEL,
A. F. SavLrz,
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