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To all whom it may concern; 
Be it known that I, JOHN T. RUSH, a citizen 

of the United States, residing at Tyrone, in 
the county of Blair and State of Pennsylvania, 

5 have invented a new and useful Machine for 
Scoring and Marking Shingles, of which the 
following is a specification. 
This invention relates to improvements in 

marking - machines for scoring or marking 
Io shingles; and the objects in view are to pro 

vide a shingle-marking machine adapted for 
ready adjustment and to mark shingles with 
facility, accuracy, and dispatch, whereby in 
the construction of the roof or wall of shin 

I5 gles SO operated upon the necessity of run 
ning gage-lines is avoided. 
Other objects and advantages of the inven 

tion will appear in the following description, 
and the novel features thereof will be particu 

2O larly pointed out in the claims. 
Referring to the drawings, Figure 1 is a per 

spective of a shingle operated upon by my ma 
chine. Fig. 2 is a reverse view. Fig. 3 is a 
perspective of the machine. 

25 Like numerals of reference indicate like 
parts in all the figures of the drawings. 
The shingle 1 is of ordinary size and shape 

and is provided upon one or both faces, a suit 
able distance from the butt-for instance, 

3o about five inches-with a transverse score, 
mark, or other gage-line 2. In assembling 
shingles thus provided the gage-mark serves 
the same function and purpose as the usual 
gage-line, which must be reset after each row 

35 of shingles has been placed in position. By 
this gage-mark the workman can see at a 
glance how far to insert the shingle and give 
each shingle its proper relative location. The 
lines or scores 2 are uniformly placed upon 

4o the shingles and preferably upon the oppo 
site faces, so that they are in plain view, re 
gardless of which face is uppermost, and the 
necessity of reversing the shingle in order to 
bring the line in view, as would be the case 

45 if only placed upon one side or face, is there 
by avoided. 

In Fig. 3 I have illustrated an edger, in 
which 3 designates the table thereof, from the 
opposite ends of which rise the usual end or 

5o side pieces 4, connected by the longitudinal 

bridge-piece 5, 6 designates a spring-arm, 
provided near its rear end with an upturned 
securing-plate 7, having longitudinal slots for 
the reception of set-screws 8, passed into the 
bridge-piece and permitting of the longitudi- 55 
nal adjustment of the arm thereon. The arm 
is reduced at its front end to form a spindle 
10, and upon the same is mounted for loose 
rotation the marking or scoring wheel 11, Se 
cured in position upon the spindle. This scor- 6o 
ing-wheel may be and preferably is formed of 
lead, in order that it may leave an impression 
or mark upon the shingle; or it may be adapted 
to score the shingle. In other Words, any suit 
able marker may be employed. 

In operation the shingle is passed trans 
versely under the marker, the butt of the 
shingle riding against the gage-board 13, lo 
cated beyond the end of the arm. The Spring 
of which the arm is formed is sufficiently 7o 
strong to cause the imprint. After the shin 
gle has been marked upon one side it is re 
versed and repassed through the machine for 
a marking upon the opposite side. 
My invention is designed expressly as a 75 

light, portable, and easily-operated tool for 
the use of carpenters and others desiring to 
mark or score shingles subsequent to their 
manufacture. 

I am aware of various devices applicable to 8o 
or forming parts of resawing-machines which 
are designed to mark the shingles during or 
previous to the completion of their manufac 
ture; but heretofore and up to the present 
time the majority, if not all, of the shingles are 85 
manufactured without scoring, and there is a 
necessity for a portable easily-operated ma 
chine of such size and which may be procured 
at a sufficiently small cost that carpenters 
and workmen handling shingles and similar 9o 
sheathing device may have the benefit of the 
advantages derived from the facility and in 
creased accuracy with which scored shingles 
may be secured in place. 
I do not desire to claim, broadly, a machine 95 

for scoring shingles, nor do I claim such a ma 
chine provided with a scoring wheel or disk 
carried by a spring-arm, for I am aware of the 
patent to Byrkit, No. 360,997, which antici 
pates these features broadly; but I do claim Ioo 
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2 481,198 

the Specific construction of my scoring device, 
Whereby I attain simplicity, portability, and 
cheapness, thus adapting it to the individual 
use of artisans. 
Having described my invention, what I 

claim is 
A portable machine for scoring or marking 

shingles, comprising the base 3, the uprights 
44, the bridge-piece 5, parallel with the base, 
the gage-board 13, the spring-arm 6, arranged 
parallel with the base and provided with a 
Vertically-disposed and horizontally-slotted 
adjusting-plate 7, the rotary marking-wheel 

carried by the free end of the spring-arm and 
disposed parallel with and opposite the gage- 15 
board, and adjusting-screws passing through 
the slots in the adjusting-plate and Secured 
in the bridge-piece, substantially as described. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in 20 
the presence of two witnesses. 

JOIN. T. RUSI. 
Witnesses: 

JOHN W. BULICK, 
IIARRY E. GROSS. 

  


