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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINVED FROM  PCT/ISA/ 210

This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1-6(completely); 7-12{partially)

Inventive concept I concerns a method for production of a
noble metal salt preparation by membrane electrolysis
comprising the steps a) Provision of an electrolytic cell
comprising an anode comprising a noble metal and a cathode,
wherein the anodic region and the cathodic region are
separated by a membrane,b) Provision of at least one
sulfonate solution in the anodic region, c) Anodic oxidation
of the noble metal and formation of a noble metal salt
preparation comprising a noble metal sulfonate by passing a
current through the electrolytic cell,wherein thiourea is
added in the anodic region after step b) or after step

¢) ,wherein the concentration of thiourea is 0.005 g/1 to 200

g/1.

2. claims: 13-15{completely); 7-12{partially)

Inventive concept Il concerns the use of a noble metal salt
preparation comprising at least one noble metal sulfonate
and thiourea, wherein the molar ratio of noble metal to
thiourea is 10.000:1 te 1:10, for surface coating by
electroplating or electroless plating of a noble metal or
metal alloy.

Invnetive concept I1 also concerns a method for
electroplating of a noble metal or metal alloy comprising
the steps a) Provision of an electroplating bath comprising
an anode, a cathode and a solution of szid noble metal salt
preparation and b} Applying a current to the electroplating
bath, whereby the at least one noble metal forms on the
cathode, and c¢) Removing the cathode from the electroplating
bath or a method for electroless plating of a noble metal
comprising the steps a) Provision of a plating bath
comprising a solution of said noble metal salt preparation;
b) Contacting of a solid substrate with the plating bath,
whereby the nohle metal forms on the solid substrate, and c)
Removing the solid substrate from the plating bath.
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