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This invention relates to deskS and more par 
ticularly to office desks, and comprehends a novel 
construction of desk. and arrangement of tie. 
panel. 
In my desk only the end legs contact the floor, 

leaving the remainder of the botton of the desk 
unsupported, thus throwing a tendency for the 
desk to bend longitudinally or sag down in the 
middle, which I prevent by providing a central tie 
panel extending and Secured between the inner 
panels of the drawer Wells. 
Among the objects of my invention is to provide 

Such tie panel and so arrange it at an angle to 
the vertical that the user of the desk Will have 
abundant foot and leg room, and a Visitor seated 
at the other side of the desk will have Sufficient 
knee room. As is customary the regular user of 
a desk prefers to stretch his feet and legs out 
wardly away from himself, while a visitor sitting 
at the other side of the desk prefers to draw his 
feet inwardly toward his chair, protrude his knees 
under the desk and quite frequently place his el 
bows on the desk. From this it Will be seen that 
the user of the desk requires room for his feet 
and the lower part of his legs, while the visitor 
requires room for his knees. This is provided by 
my invention, as Well as a novel construction of 
desk and parts. 
Other objects, advantages and capabilities in 

herent in my invention Will later become more 
readily apparent. 
My invention further resides in the combina 

tion, construction and arrangement of parts illus 
trated in the accompanying dra Wing, and while 
I have shown therein a preferred embodiment, I 
wish it understood that the same is susceptible of 
modification and change Without dieparting from 
the spirit of my invention, 

In the drawing: 
Fig 1 is a side elevation of the front of my desk. 
Fig 2 is a vertical transverse section on the line 

2-2 of Fig. 1. 
Fig. 3 is a longitudinal transverse section on the 

line 3-3 of Fig. 1. 
Fig. 4 is a fragmentary detail View of the tie 

means for tying the parts of the desk together 
longitudinally. 

Fig. 5 is an enlarged fragmentary vertical 
transverse section through the tie plate. 

Fig. 6 is a fragmentary vertical longitudiinal 
Section through a portion of one end of the tie 
rail and a SSociated parts. 
Referring more in detail to the drawing, my 

invention comprises a, desk having at each end a 
pair of legs and 2 extending downwardly a de 

sired distance to contact the floor and support the 
desk, a top 3, and a pair of drawer wells 4 and 5, 
one at each end of the desk. Drawer well 4 
has an outer panel 6 and an inner panel 7, while 
drawer well 5 has an outer panel 8 and an inner 
panel 9. Extending across the underneath Space 
between panels 7 and 9 is the tie panell), which 
together with its bracing means will now be de 
Scribed. 
Tie panel 9 at its ends may be secured to 

panels 7 and 9 either by ScreWS for by having its 
ends set in grooves or by any other means desired, 
to prevent the ends of the tie panel from moving 
laterally with relation to panels 7 and 9. The 

) 

bottom edge of tie panels 0 is formed with a 
groove 2 throughout its length to receive the tie 
rod 3 which continues through panels 7 and 9 
and through holes in the tie rails 4, the ends of 
the tie rod extending into the recesses 5 to re 
ceive nuts 6 which are tightened against the 
shoulders or abutments 7. 
Tie rail 4 is provided on each of its ends with a 

projecting flange 8 to be seated in a correspond 
ing recess 9, With a screw 20 passing through the 
fiange 8 and being Screwed into the adjacent One 
of panels 6, 7, 8 and 9, to hold the tie rail and tie 
rod in place. While in Fig. 6 I have shown the 
fastening means for only one end of the tie rail, 
to-wit, that for securing the tie rail to panel 7, it 
is to be understood that the other end is Secured 
in a similar manner to panel 6, and the same is 
true of the two ends of the other tie rail With rela 
tion to panels 8 and 9. Also While I have shown 
in detail only one end of tie rod 3 and its fas 
tening means, it is to be understood that the other 
end is arranged and fastened in a similar manner 
to the other tie rail. 

It is to be noted that tie panel 0 is arranged 
at an angle with relation to the vertical in Such 
manner as to provide at and near its lower edge 
on the front side an enlarged space W for the 
feet and legs of the worker sitting at the front of 
the desk (see Fig. 2), and at and near its upper 
edge on the other or back side an enlarged space 
W for the knees of the visitor at the desk. In 
other Words, the angularity of the tie panel is 
Such as to give the maximum of room for the 
Worker's feet and legs on One side of the desk, and 
the visitor's knees on the other side of the desk, 
and at the same time give all required bracing and 
holding strength for the desk. 
While I have shown the tie panel with its mid 

dle as occupying generally a position approxi 
mately central of the width of the desk, this may 
be moved somewhat One Way or the other as de 
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sired without departing from the spirit of my in 
vention. Also while I have shown the tie panel 
as positioned at an angle of approximately twenty 
degrees with the vertical, this angle may be in 
creased or decreased as desired. 

Having now described my invention, I claim: 
1. In a desk, a pair of longitudinally Spaced 

apart lateral walls, a tie panel extending longi 
tudinally of the desk between Said Walls and in 
clined rearwardly from top to bottom, the bottom 
edge of the tie panel having a longitudinally ex 
tending groove therein, a tie rod in said groove, 
the ends of said rod extending through said walls, 
a tie rail secured to each of said Walls, the ends of 
said tie rod being respectively anchored to said 
tie rails. 

2. In a desk, a pair of longitudinally spaced 
apart lateral Walls, a tie panel extending longi 
tudinally of the desk between said walls and in 
clined rearwardly from top to bottom, the bottom 
edge of the tie panel having a longitudinally ex 
tending groove therein, a tie rod in said groove, 
the ends of said rod extending through said walls, 
a tie rail secured to each of said walls, the ends of 
said tie rod being respectively anchored to Said 
tie rails, an end wall adjacent to each of said 
lateral Walls to form a drawer Well at each end 
of the desk, the outer end of each of said tie rails 
being secured to one of said end Walls. 
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3. In a desk, an end wall at each end of the 

desk, a lateral wall adjacent to each of Said end 
Walls and spaced therefrom to form a drawer well 
at each end of the desk, a tie panel extending 
longitudinally of the desk and inclined with rela 
tion to the vertical so as to incline rearwardly 
from the top to the bottom an amount Such as 
to give the worker sitting at the front of the desk 
plenty of foot and leg room, and a visitor sitting 
at the other side of the desk plenty of knee room, 
the bottom edge of the tie panel having a longi 
tudinal groove therein, a tie rail in the bottom of 
each of said drawer wells and Secured at its ends 
to the bottom portion of an end wall and adjacent 
lateral wall, a tie rod in said groove, a stop on 
each of said tie rails, and means for anchoring 
the end portions of the tie rod to said stops in the 
tie rails. 

4. In a desk, a pair of longitudinally spaced 
apart lateral walls, a tie panel extending longi 
tudinally of the desk between said walls and in 
clined rearwardly from top to bottom, the bottom 
edge of the tie panel having a longitudinally ex 
tending groove therein, a tie rod in said groove, 
the ends of said rod extending through said Walls, 
a tie member secured to each of said walls, the 
ends of said tie rod being respectively anchored to 
said tie members. 

MAYNARD H. RAGGIO. 
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