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To all, whon, it in City conce772: 
Be it known that I, ERNEST OLDENBUSCH, 

of Jersey City, in the county of Hudson and 
State of New Jersey, have invented a new 

5 and useful Improvement in Match-Boxes, of 
which the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to an improvement 

in boxes, and more particularly relates to the 
construction of match-boxes, with the objects 

Io in view of providing a box which will consist 
of a very few parts, which will be cheap to 
manufacture, and in which the cover and 
body portion of the box are directly hinged 
together, thereby doing away with the neces 

15 sity of providing a strap-hinge, as has been 
used heretofore. 
A practical embodiment of my invention is 

represented in the accompanying drawings, 
in which 

2O Figure 1 represents the box in side eleva 
tion. Fig. 2 is a back view of the same. Fig. 
3 is a top plan view of the body portion of the 
box, the cover or top being removed to show 
clearly the shape of the open end of the body 

25 portion. Fig. 4 is an inverted plan view of 
the cover. Fig. 5 is a vertical section from 
front to rear through the box, the parts being 
shown in their closed position; and Fig. 6 is 
a similar view with the cover swung open. 
The box shown in the accompanying draw 

ings consists of a body portion A, a top or 
cover B, a pintle C for hinging the body por 
tion and cover directly together, and Suitable 
spring-actuated means for yieldingly holding 

35 the cover in its open position. The body por 
tion and cover of the box are preferably made 
seamless by Stamping or drawing the metal 
parts into the required shapes. 
The open top of the body portion A is pref 

4o erably reduced slightly in size to form a suit 
able shoulder Cl, against which the bottom of 
the cover rests when the cover is closed. The 
opposite sides of the open end of the body 
portion are still further brought toward each 

45 other, as shown at a', for allowing the corre 
sponding edges of the cover to have a free 
swinging movement for opening and closing 
the box when the parts are hinged together. 
The cover B is cut away, as shown at b, at 

its back to enable the cover to be freely opened 5o 
and closed. The hinge - pintle C passes 
through the portions C of the open end of the 
body portion and through those portions of 
the cover which are adjacent to the cut-away 
portion b'. By thus hinging the two parts 55 
together directly the use of a strap-hinge and 
the consequent necessity of riveting the straps 
of the hinge to the two parts is obviated. 
The spring-actuated means for yieldingly 

holding the cover in its open and closed posi- 6o 
tions is of the usual form, and in the present 
instance is shown as being composed of a suit 
able spring D, secured at its lower end to the 
body portion A, as shown at d, and a lug E, 
riveted at e to the cover B, with its nose pro- 65 
jecting into the interior of the box into posi 
tion to be engaged by the said spring D. The 
open end of the body portion is cut away, as 
shown at a*, to permit the said lug E to swing 
freely therethrough as the cover is opened 7o 
and closed. In the accompanying drawings 
the hinge-pintle C is shown as also passing 
through the said lug E. 
The box as above described is very cheap to 

manufacture and consists of very few parts, 75 
and the cover and body portion are so hinged 
together that the liability of the parts work 
ing loose at the hinge is entirely obviated, 
thereby insuring a close-fitting engagement 
between the cover and body portion when the 
box is closed. 
What I claim is 
A metal box comprising a body portion, 

having its open edge reduced to form an abut 
ment, a cover adapted to overlap said reduced 85 
portion when closed, a hinge-pintle passing 
through the overlapping edges of the two 
parts at the back of the box for hinging them 
directly together, the back of the cover being 
cut away and the sides of the reduced open 
end portion at the hinge connection being 
still further brought together, whereby the 
cover is allowed a free swinging movement, 
substantially as set forth. 
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