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This invention relates to a cigarette case 

adapted to securely hold cigarettes while be 
ing carried and yet permit them to be easily 
and quickly removed therefrom when de 
sired. The invention relates more particu 
larly to a case provided with means which 
allow the cigarettes to be removed by sliding 
them crosswise of the case without disturb 
ing the other cigarettes in the case, and with 
out raising any retaining member. Such as 
is desirable in order to prevent the cigarettes 
from falling out when the case is Open. 
The invention further relates to an al 

rangement and construction of the retaining 
member or arm, whereby it is normally 
locked in position parallel with the cigarettes 
in the case, and opens automatically when 
released from its locked position to permit 
the case to be refilled with cigarettes. . . 
Various other objects and advantages of 

the invention will be obvious from the foll 
lowing particular description of one form 
of a device embodying the invention or 
from an inspection of the accompanying 
drawings; and the invention also consists in 
certain new and novel features of construc 
tion and combinations of parts hereinafter 
set forth and claimed. 

In the drawings: 
Fig. 1 is a view of the case in perspective 

with the cover open; 
Fig. 2 is a section on the line 2-2 of 

Fig. 1: . . . . 

Fig. 3 is a section on the line 3-3 of 
Fig. 4 is a detailplan view of the bezel; 
Fig. 5 is a detail sectional view on the 

line 5-5 of Fig. 1; and 
Fig. 6 is a detailplan section on the line 

6-6 of Fig. 1 through the hinge. 
In the following description and in the 

claims parts will be identified by specific 
names for convenience, but they are intended 
to be as generic in their application to simi 
lar parts as the art will permit. 

Referring to the drawings, the container 
comprises case or cover members or sections 
10 and 11 preferably of rectangular config 
uration, hinged together On one of the short 
er sides. Each of the members is of shal 

low depth and of substantially the same 
dimensions. . . . . , 's 

Around the edges of one case member a 
bezel 13 is secured by solder or other suit 
able means, or formed integral with the case. 
The other member also has a similar bezel 
14, around the edges on three of its sides, 
this bezel forming a lip projecting inward 
ly to form a stop for the cigarettes. On the 
remaining side, which is preferably one of 
the longer sides, the bezel is formed with a 
flat surface 15 adjacent the outer edge flush 
with the bezels on the other edges of the 
Same case member, but instead of terminat 
ing as the other bezels it is provided with an 
extension 16 which slopes downwardly and 
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inwardly toward the bottom of the case 
member, so as to form an inclined guideway 
for the cigarettes when it is desired to re 
move them from the case. The lower edge. 
17 of this extension engages the case mem 
ber 11 and may be soldered or secured there 
to in any suitable manner to form a neat 
and practically invisible joint. . . . 
A Spring actuated latch member 18 is se 

cured to the edge of the case opposite the 
hinge to hold the case members in closed 
position. An arm 19 is hinged in line with 
the cover Section hinge, and extends substan 
tially the full length of the: cover and over 
the cigarettes 20 contained therein. to hold 
them in their placed position. The arm is 
located preferably somewhat closer to the 
longer side of the cover having a bezel 14, 
rather than to the side having the curved 
guide. 16. The arm as well as the two cover 
Sections are shinged together by pintles 21, 
22 and 23, as shown in Fig. 6, which pass 
through eyes. 24 formed in the case mem 
bers. In addition to their hinge functions 
the pintles 21 and 22 act astorsional springs, 
the pintle 21 urging the arm 19 into raised 
position and the pintle 22, urging the mem 
bers 10 and 11 into open position. The pin 
tle 23 which is of short length may be posi 
tioned within the arm eye 25 and a hinge eye 
24 to fill the space between the inner ends 
of pintles 21 and 22. The bezel of the cover 
Section 11 is cut away to provide a recess or 
socket. 26 for the arm, and allows a degree 
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of lateral or transverse movement in a plane 
parallel with the cigarettes in the case. The 
free end of the arm is provided with an ex 
tension or finger 27 of a length and width 
permitting it to pass through a notch 28 
provided in the bezel at a point approxi 
mately opposite the hinge, and to seat in 
interlocking position beneath the bezel, 
whereby the arm is held down and in con 
tact with the cigarettes and against the ten 
sion of the spring which automatically ele 
vates the same when the arm is moved 
manually opposite the notch. 
In operation, with the container and re 

taining arm in the position shown in Fig. 1 
and the case member filled with cigarettes, 
all that is necessary, when it is desired to 
remove any one or a number of the cigarettes 
from the container, is to push them out Ward 
with the hand. Then the curved guide por 
tion of the bezel raises the opposite end of 
the cigarette so that it slides out above the 
edge where it can be readily grasped by the 
fingers. The position of the retaining arm 
to one side of the center permits the ciga 
rettes to be elevated into position to be 
grasped without lifting said arm and with 
out disengaging the retaining finger from 
the lip or bezel. When it is desired to re 
fill the case it is only necessary to give the 
arm a slight sidewise motion so as to bring 
the finger into register with the notch 
whereupon the spring automatically elevates 
the arm, thus leaving the case Section open 
to receive a fresh Supply of cigarettes. 
By means of this construction I eliminate 

one of the notable objections to a cigarette 
case provided with a projecting bezel which 
necessarily requires the retaining arm to be 
lifted and usually requires both hands to 
be employed in removing a cigarette with 
out tearing the Wrapper. My improved case 
can be readily opened and a cigarette re 
moved by the use of one hand, since the posi 
tion of the retaining arm is such that it is 
not necessary to either raise it or disengage 
its finger from the case in order to take out 
one of the cigarettes. The guide is so con 
structed that it is not particularly noticeable 
when the cigarettes are in place, and the case 
to a casual observer presents the same gen 
eral appearance as a case with a standard 
bezel. The curved guide moreover tends to 
strengthen the case by forming a re-en 
forcement to one edge thereof, and by proper 
care in manufacture it presents a pleasing 
and novel appearance, since the joint if 
properly made is not visible except upon 
careful inspection. 

Furthermore, the retaining arm may re 
main in its closed or locked position so long 
as any cigarettes are left in the case. Con 
£equently, the manipulation of the arm 
which is required every time a cigarette is 
removed when the arm is yieldingly held by 
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a spring in contact with the cigarettes, is 
completely avoided. It is only necessary to 
give the arm a slight sideways push with the 
hand SO as to bring the finger into register 
With the notch, whereupon the spring hinge 
automatically raises the arm and holds it in 
its raised position. Thus the case may be 
refilled without manipulation of or interfer 
ence by the arm. The bezels on both case 
members are cut away adjacent the arm at 
the hinge end of the case, which allows the 
necessary lateral or sidewise movement of 
the arm upon its spring pintle, without af 
fecting the SWinging motion of the arm. 
The arm is then pulled down and inter 
locked with the bezel in its cigarette hold 
ing position as Soon as the case is refilled. 
While I have shown and described and 

have pointed out in the annexed claims cer 
tain novel features of the invention, it will 
be understood that various omissions, substi 
tutions and changes in the forms and details 
of the device illustrated and in its opera 
tion may be made by those skilled in the 
art without departing from the spirit of the 
invention. 
Eying thus described my invention, I 
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1. The combination with the hinged cover 
Sections of a cigarette case, of a rigid arm 
mounted on the pintle of said case to swing 
On Said pintle and have lateral movement 
With respect to said case sections, a bezel 
provided with a notch on one of said case 
members, a finger on said arm adapted to 
pass through said notch and interlock with 
Said bezel, and a spring for raising said arm 
out of contact with said case member when 
the finger is released from interlocking en 
gagement with said bezel. 

2. A cigarette holder comprising hinged 
'ase members, an edge of one of said case 
members being provided with a bezel hav 
ing an extension curved downward and in 
Ward to engage with the case member, an 
other edge of said case member being pro 
vided with a notch, an arm substantially the 
length of the case and positioned to one side 
of the longitudinal center thereof, said arm 
being provided with a finger adapted to 
pass through said notch to engage beneath 
said edge to lock said arm in position overly 
ing cigarettes in the case. 

3. A cigarette holder comprising a pair of 
case members, each of said members being 
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20 
substantially thinner than a cigarette where. 
by when closed said members are adapted to 
form a chamber of substantially the thick 
ness of a cigarette, an edge of one of said 
members being provided with a bezel ex 
tending downwardly and inwardly there 
from and forming an incline for guiding 
said cigarette thereover, the inner portion 
of said bezel being of such shape and Sopo 
sitioned with respect to said case members 30 
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that the cigarette is normally allowed to lie without substantial bending thereof, the cig 
closely adjacent and substantially parallel arette containing compartment being of a 10 
to said case member, and a retaining arm width substantially equal to the length of 
overlying said cigarettes and displaced from the cigarette. 

5 the centre thereof away from said bezel, the In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 
thickness of Said case member and the posi- my hand. 
tion of said retaining arm being so. related - 
as to permit withdrawal of said cigarette EDWARD B. HOUGH. 

  


