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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, EDWARD S. McALL, 

a citizen of the United States, and a resi 
dent of Ilion, in the county of Herkimer 
and State of New York, have invented a 
certain new and useful Improvement in 
Camera-Holding Devices, of which the fol 
lowing is a full, clear, and exact descrip 
tion, reference being made to the accom 
panying drawings, forming part of this 
specification. 
This invention relates to improvements in 

camera-holding devices which include means 
to enable a camera to be adjusted for use 
by moving it angularly on a horizontal axis, 
the main object of the invention being to 
facilitate the operation of cameras under 
conditions which now are apt to be more or 
less troublesome. 
The invention consists of a camera-hold 

ing device comprising the parts, and having 
the construction and arrangement of parts, 
which are hereinafter described and speci 
fied in the claims. 
On the accompanying two sheets of draw 

ings, on which like reference-numerals 
designate like parts of different views: Fig 
ure 1 is a side elevation of a camera-holding 
device which embodies the invention in its 
preferred form; Fig. 2, a front elevation of 
this device; Fig. 3, a plan thereof; Fig. 4, 
another side elevation thereof; Fig. 5, 
another plan, the relative positions of the 
parts differing from those shown in Fig. 3; 
and Fig. 6, a side and sectional view, the 
relative positions of the parts being the 
same as shown in Fig. 5. 
The particular camera-holding device 

shown comprises what is essentially a low 
tripod, a platform hinged thereto, and a 
clamp which is effective to hold the plat 
form adjusted with relation to the base in 
any of a large number of positions. That 
it differs much in character from ordinary 
tripods is plainly indicated by its utility 
in various places where any of them are 
useless, as well as by peculiarities of its con 
struction and its mode of operation. For 
example, it will properly support a camera 
in a desired position when the device is held 
by the hand against a wall, or post, or trunk 
of a tree, or the steeply sloping or vertical 
face of a rock or cliff, as illustrated in Fig. 
1 in which the surface against which the 
device is held is represented by the irregu 
lar line a, and the camera by broken lines, 

or when the device stands, as shown in Fig. 
4, on a small and inclined surface b, such as 
that of a rock, log, or branch of a tree, or 
On a flat surface which is too small to en 
able a common tripod to stand on it and 
which may be the top of a post, stump of a 
tree, or something else. 
The tripod and platform of this device 

are made from thin sheet metal, the head of 
the tripod consisting of a single piece of 
stock and being the base on which the plat 
form is mounted. This base is an approxi 
mately V-shaped frame including the flat 
portion 1 (Fig. 2), the lateral flanges or sides 
2 and 3, which are preferably straight, and 
the perforated parts 4 and 5 which are con 
tinuations of the flanges and form a pair of 
eyes at the broad-end of the base. The pro 
jection 6, consisting of a struck up portion 
of the stock of the frame or base, is one of 
the feet of the tripod. The platform, which 
is also a single piece of stock, includes the 
part 7, the lateral flanges or sides 8 and 9, 
and the perforated continuations 10 and 11 
of the flanges, the part 7 being flat except 
where it forms the annular struck up 
camera-seat 12, and the portions 10 and 11 
forming eyes similar to the eyes 4 and 5 of 
the base. The eyes of the platform fit 
loosely between the eyes of the base and the 
flanges of the platform between the flanges 
of the base, so that the platform and base 
may lie close together as appears by Figs. 
5 and 6. The screw 13 having the milled 
head 14 extends loosely through the part 7 
at the center of the seat 12, the cotter pin 
15, which passes through the stem of the 
screw and lies close to the face of the plat 
form, being a keeper for the screw. 
The bolt 16, having at one end the head 17 

and at the other the winged nut 18, passes 
through the eyes of the platform and base, 
and on this bolt are also the spacing-sleeve 
19, the friction-washers 20 and 21, and a 
yoke comprising the bar 22, eyes 23 and 24, 
and parts 25 and 26 which form both the 
ends of the yoke and the two other feet of 
the tripod. The sleeve 19 fits closely be 
tween the eyes 10 and 11, each friction 
washer is between an eye of the base and 
the adjacent eye of the platform, and the 
eyes of the yoke surround the bolt outside 
of the eyes of the base. 
Although the parts of the device might be 

otherwise arranged, the arrangement shown 
and described is preferred because it en 
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ables the parts to fit together as shown in 
Figs. 5 and 6, and renders the distance be 
tween the feet 25 and 26 greater than the 
width of the base or frame at its broad 
end. The bolt and three pairs of eyes con 
stitute means by which the base, platform 
and yoke are hinged together, each of these 
three parts being angularly movable on the 
axis of the bolt with relation to the two 
others, and the bolt, spacing-sleeve and nut 
form a clamp by which the parts may be 
tightly held in various positions to which 
they may be adjusted. 

it will be seen that whether the base is 
vertical or nearly horizontal the platform 
may be either horizontal or vertical or may 
be inclined at any desired angle to the plane 
of the horizon. The yoke so turns that the 
feet 25 and 26, which are fast together and 
turn together on the axis of the bolt, may 
be located behind the bolt as they are shown 

25 

in Figs. 1, 3 and 4, or at the sides of the base 
as they are shown in Figs. 5 and 6, their 
length being much less than that of the base 
or that of the bolt, so that they do not pro 
ject far from the base at the sides thereof 
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and so that when the device either is held 
against a vertical or steeply sloping surface, 
or rests on a flat or slightly inclined surface, 
there is but little space between the base and 
that surface and the device is far more 
stable than an ordinary tripod having legs 
that are many times as long as the head of 
the tripod. The camera rests on the seat 12 
and is fastened to the platform by the screw 
13, when the holding-device and camera are 
in use, the screw fitting in a hole in the 
frame of the camera and engaging with an 
internal screw-thread formed in that frame. 
Then the feet 25 and 26 are behind the bolt. 
The platform may be readily adjusted and 
feet rest on the object on which the device is 
to stand or against which it is to be held. 
Of course the axis of the bolt will usually be 
horizontal when the platform is adjusted 
and the camera operated. 
A camera-holding device like that de 

scribed and suitable to hold a small camera 
may be conveniently carried in an ordinary 
coat-pocket. - 

it will be understood that the invention 
may be embodied in devices differing in de 
tails of construction from the camera-hold 
ing device shown and particularly described 
herein. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim as new and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent, is: 

1. A camera-holding device comprising a 
base, a platform hinged thereto, feet adja 
cent to the ends of the hinge, and a clamp 
effective to hold the platform adjusted with 
relation to the base, these feet being fast to 
gether and their length being less than that 
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of the base and less than the width of that 
part of the base which is next to the hinge. 

2. A camera-holding device comprising a 
base, a platform hinged thereto, a clamp 
effective to hold the platform adjusted with 
relation to the base, and angularly movable 
feet adjacent to the ends of the hinge, these 
feet being fast together and their length 
being less than that of the base and less 
than the width of that part of the base 
which is next to the hinge. 

3. A camera - holding device comprising 
a base, a platform hinged thereto, a clallp 
effective to hold the platform adjusted With 
relation to the base, and three short feet 
which with the base form a low tripod, two 
of the feet being adjacent to the ends of the 
hinge, and the other being fast on the base. 

4. A camera-holding device comprising a 
base, a platform hinged thereto, a clamp 
effective to hold the platform adjusted with 
relation to the base, and three short feet 
which with the base form a low tripod, two 
of the feet, being adjacent to the ends of 
the hinge and being pivotally connected 
with the base, and the other being fast on 
the base. 

5. A camera-holding device comprising a 
base, a platform hinged thereto, a fastening 
to secure the camera on the platform, a 
clamp effective to hold the platform adjust 
ed with relation to the base, and three short 
feet which with the base form a low tripod, 
two of the feet being adjacent to the ends 
of the hinge and the other being fast on 
the base. 

6. A camera-holding device comprising a 
base, a platform hinged thereto, a screw at 
tached to and extending through the plat 
form, a clamp effective to hold the platform 
adjusted with relation to the base, and three 
short feet which with the base form a low 
tripod, two of the feet being adjacent to the 
ends of the hinge, and the platform in 
cluding a camera-seat surrounding the screw 
and the other being fast on the base. 

7. A camera-holding device comprising a 
base, a platform, a yoke, and a bolt on which 
the three other parts are mounted and on 
which they are angularly movable, the ends 
of the yoke forming feet. 

8. A camera-holding device comprising a 
base, a platform, a yoke, a bolt on which 
said three other parts are mounted and on 
which they are angularly movable, a spac 
ing-sleeve, and a pair of friction-washers, 
the ends of the yoke forming feet, the base, 
platform and yoke each having a pair of 
eyes through which the bolt extends, the 
spacing-sleeve being on the bolt between the 
eyes of each pair, each of the friction-wash 
ers being on the bolt between an eye of the 
base and an eye of the platform, and the 
eyes of both the base and platform being be 
tween those of the yoke. 
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9. A camera-holding device comprising a 
base, a platform hinged thereto, a clamp, 
and two feet which are pivotally connected 
With the base, the clamp being effective to 
hold the platform and feet adjusted with 
relation to the base. 

10. A camera-holding device comprising 
a base, a platform hinged thereto, a clamp, 
and three feet which with the base form a 
tripod, two of the feet being adjacent to the 
ends of the hinge, the clamp being effective 
to hold the platform adjusted with relation 
to the base, and the base and platform each 
having lateral flanges, those of one part fit 
ting between those of the other. 

11. A camera-holding device comprising 
a base which is narrow at one end and the 
lateral edges of which are straight and di 
verge as they recede from that end and 
which has eyes at its broad end, a platform 
which is broader at one end than at the other 
and which has eyes at its broad end and a 
camera-seat at its narrow end, a bolt which 
extends through the eyes of the base and 
platform, a spacing-sleeve on the bolt, and 
three feet which with the base form a tripod, 
two of the feet being adjacent to the eyes 
Of the base and the other being on the base 
close to its narrow end. 

12. A camera-holding device comprising 
a base which is narrow at One end and the 
lateral edges of which are straight and di 
verge as they recede from that end and 
which has eyes at its broad end, a platform 
which is broader at One end than at the 
other and which has eyes at its broad end 
and a camera-seat at its narrow end, a bolt 

3. 

which extends through the eyes of the base 
and platform and on which at one end is a 
winged nut, the eyes of the platform being 
between those of the base, a spacing-sleeve 
which surrounds the bolt and fits between 
the eyes of the platform, and three feet 
which with the base form a tripod, one of 
the feet being on the base close to its nar 
row end and the others being on the bolt 
and being angularly movable thereon, One 
of them being next to the head of the bolt 
and the other next to the Winged nut. 

13. A camera-holding device comprising 
a base which is narrow at one end and the 
lateral edges of which diverge as they re 
cede from that end, a platform which is 
broader at one end than at the other and 
has on it a camera-seat, the base and plat 
form being pivotally connected together at 
their broad ends, a fastening to secure a 
camera on the platform, and a clamp effec 
tive to hold the platform adjusted with re 
lation to the base. 

14. A camera-holding device comprising 
a base which is narrow at one end and has 
lateral flanges which diverge as they recede 
from that end, a platform which is broader 
at one end than at the other and has on it 
a camera-seat, the base and platform being 
pivotally connected together at their broad 
ends, a fastening to Secure a camera on the 
platform, and a clamp effective to hold the 
platform adjusted with relation to the base, 
the platform being adjustable to a position 
in which it fits close to the base from end 
to end and between the flanges of the base. 

EDWARD S. MCALL. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, T. C.’ 
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It is hereby certified that in Letters Patent No. 1,208,344, granted December 12, 
1916, upon the application of Edward S. McAll, of Ilion, New York, for an im 
provement in “Camera-Holding Devices,' errors appear in the printed specifica 
tion requiring correction as follows: Page 2, line 109, claim. 6, after the word “hinge' 
and before the comma insert the words and the other being fast on the base, same 
page and claim, at the end of line 110 insert, a period and strike out line 111; and 
that the said Letters Patent should be read with these corrections therein that the 

same may conform to the record of the case in the Patent Office. 
Signed and sealed this 9th day of January, A. D., 1917. 

SEAL. F. W. H. CLAY, 
Acting Commissioner of Patenis. 


