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(57) ABSTRACT 

A computerized system that will allow healthcare providers 
to access the commercial paper market by “selling their 
patient claims to asset backed commercial paper conduits. 
The system generates the statistical information on the 
historic collection experience of the provider's claims 
required by both the rating agencies and the sponsors of the 
conduits. This statistical information has two pieces: the net 
collectible value matrix showing the percentage of the claim 
actually paid by individual payers; and a collection histo 
gram showing the timing of the payers payments from the 
date of initial billing. The system also generates the account 
ing detail necessary for controlling and auditing the provid 
er's participation in the commercial paper conduit program. 
The system tracks “periodic pools' of claims so as to be able 
to reconcile advances, collections, interest expense, third 
party fees and cash settlements between conduits and pro 
viders. This statistical information has two pieces: the net 
collectible value matrix showing both the percentage of the 
claim actually paid by individual payors and the standard 
deviation of this percentage; and a collection histogram 
showing the timing of the payors’ payments from the date of 
initial billing. 
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SYSTEM FOR INVOICE RECORD MANAGEMENT 
AND ASSET-BACKED COMMERCIAL PAPER 

PROGRAM MANAGEMENT 

TECHNICAL FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

0001. The present invention pertains generally to infor 
mation management systems and more particularly to infor 
mation management systems for use in obtaining and storing 
invoice records and in using these records to facilitate the 
creation or issuance of commercial paper backed by the 
receivables of medical providers or other receivable sellers, 
or for other purposes. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

0002 Asset-backed commercial paper programs (also 
known as “conduits') take illiquid assets and bundle these 
assets into a segregated pool against which highly liquid 
money-market instruments can be issued. The cash collected 
on the underlying assets in the pool is the source of repay 
ment of principal and interest on these instruments. In these 
programs, the underlying assets are the receivables of busi 
ness entities and the market instrument that is issued is 
commercial paper. Asset-backed commercial paper pro 
grams use a financial 'vehicle' called a special purpose 
entity (SPE) to issue commercial paper. The program pro 
vides a service basically similar to that offered by a factoring 
company (also known as a “factor'), in that the SPE finances 
the receivables of corporate clients. In other respects, how 
ever, the SPE differs from a factoring company. Typically, a 
factor assumes the role of a credit department for its clients 
to evaluate the credit-worthiness of the client’s customers. 
While it finances a client's receivables by purchasing them, 
the SPE does not perform a credit evaluation of each obligor 
associated with the receivables in the pool as a factor would, 
but relies instead on an actuarial review of the past perfor 
mance of the client’s portfolio of receivables. With an SPE, 
the corporate client usually performs the servicing function, 
whereas in a factoring arrangement, the factor generally 
services the receivables. Asset-backed commercial paper 
programs are ongoing activities. The SPE continually pur 
chases new receivables and usually “rolls over the out 
standing commercial paper. 
0003 FIG. 1 shows the structure and cash flows of a 
conventional prior art paper program 10. Prior to acquiring 
the receivables, the program sponsor 26 reviews the receiv 
ables. The review covers the credit origination standards of 
the company 14 originating the receivables and current and 
historical quality and performance of this portfolio. The 
asset backed commercial paper program uses an SPE 12 to 
acquire legal title to receivables directly from a company 14 
participating in the program. To obtain funding, the SPE 12 
issues commercial paper to an investment bank 16. The 
investment bank 16 sells the commercial paper to investors 
18. The commercial paper is ultimately repaid by the SPE 12 
from the cash flow of the underlying pools of receivables. 
The rating agencies require that the entire amount of out 
standing commercial paper be covered by liquidity and 
credit enhancements before the program can receive the 
highest investment rating. These enhancements are provided 
by credit enhancer 20 and liquidity provider 22. Employees 
of the investment banking firm 16 generally own the equity 
of the SPE. The owner 24 of the SPE 12 receives dividends. 
A program sponsor 26 Such as a bank receives a fee. 
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0004 Health care receivables differ in several important 
ways from other types of receivables that have been secu 
ritized to date. Health care providers, by delivering various 
forms of medical services, are the originators of health care 
receivables (also known as medical claims). The bill for the 
services rendered may be payable entirely by the patient, 
entirely by some form of insurance, or partially by the 
patient and partially by insurance. The insurance payors and 
the patient are the obligors on the receivable. The insured 
portion of a health care receivable may be payable by a 
government program (such as Medicare), a Blue Cross/Blue 
Shield insurance company, a private insurance company, or 
a Health Maintenance Organization (HMO). 

0005. Unlike most other types of receivables, the face 
amount of the medical claim may have limited relevance to 
the amount the health care provider can reasonably expect to 
collect. The reimbursement procedures for medical services 
are complicated. For example, Medicare might be willing to 
pay only a fraction of the amount billed based either on their 
system of diagnostic-related groups (DRGs), the use of a 
resource-based value scale (RBVs), or on allowable costs 
incurred. Similarly, Blue Cross/Blue Shield or a private 
insurance company might limit the amount paid to a per 
centage of the provider's fees and charges, or an estimate of 
the reasonable and customary charge for the procedure in the 
locality in which the medical service was rendered Finally, 
an HMO may pay on a per diem rate or on a fixed-ee-per 
person basis (capitated payment). 

0006 Claims paid by Medicare are also subject to the 
requirement that they are directly payable to the health care 
provider. A consequence of the direct payment requirement 
is that Medicare payments paid to a bankrupt provider/seller 
might be trapped by the Bankruptcy Code's automatic stay. 
This risk could be reduced in a commercial paper program 
by making the provider set up a “bankruptcy-remote” sub 
sidiary through which all Medicare claims are billed. The 
conduit can then lend money to the bankruptcy-remote 
Subsidiary and take a senior secured position against the 
Subsidiary’s assets. 

0007 As described below, the present invention provides 
an information system to facilitate securitization of medical 
receivables. The invention is applicable to other types of 
receivables as well. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

0008 According to one embodiment, the present inven 
tion provides a system for processing electronic medical 
claim records originating in one or more health care provider 
accounting systems, with each accounting system executing 
at least in part on a provider computer system at a provider 
location. Each claim record includes (i) a date field speci 
fying a date for the claim, and (ii) a financial data portion 
specifying a fee charged for services rendered to a patient. 
The system includes means for searching the claim records 
and identifying records that have a date specified in the date 
field that is within a predetermined period. The system 
further includes means for creating an electronic periodic 
pool record corresponding to all of the claim records within 
the period. The system also includes means for recording a 
pool advance amount in a field of the electronic periodic 
pool record representing an amount to be advanced against 
a value of the periodic pool of claims. 
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0009. According to another embodiment of the present 
invention, there is provided a system for processing elec 
tronic invoice records originating in one or more goods or 
services provider accounting systems wherein each account 
ing system executes at least in part on a provider computer 
system at a provider location. Each record includes (i) a date 
field specifying a date for the invoice, and (ii) a financial 
data portion specifying a fee charged for goods or services 
rendered to a customer. The system includes means for 
searching the invoice records and identifying records that 
have a date within a desired range to identify a pool of 
invoice records representing a corresponding pool of 
invoices, and means for creating an electronic periodic pool 
record corresponding to the pool of invoice records. The 
system further includes means for recording a pool advance 
amount in the electronic periodic pool record representing 
an amount to be advanced against a value of the pool of 
invoices. 

0010. According to various other embodiments of the 
invention there is provided a central processing system 
receiving claim or invoice records and processing those 
records for transmittal to a commercial paper conduit, for 
reconciling the records of the provider and the conduit, and 
for generating various reports revealing important charac 
teristics of the performance of asset pools and the payors on 
those pools. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0011 FIG. 1 illustrates a prior-art commercial paper 
program. 

0012 FIG. 2 illustrates an overview of a fiat exemplary 
embodiment of the information management system of the 
present invention. 
0013 FIG. 3 is a simplified illustration of the sources of 
information used by the information management system 30 
of the present invention. 
0014 FIG. 4 is a simplified diagram showing information 
flow in the system of the present invention. 
0015 FIG. 5 illustrates the hardware configuration of the 
system of the present invention. 
0016 FIGS. 6 and 7 illustrate the software and data 
maintained on a receivable seller's sentinel system accord 
ing to the present invention. 
0017 FIG. 8 illustrates the software maintained on an 
SPE’s sentinel system according to the present invention. 
0018 FIGS. 9 and 10 illustrate the software and data 
maintained on the computer system located at the central 
processing location. 

0019 FIG. 11 illustrates the life cycle of a medical claim. 
0020 FIGS. 12A and 12B illustrate the fields of a typical 
medical claim record in a provider's accounting system. 
0021 FIG. 13 illustrates the formats for export of data 
from a computer system. 

0022 FIG. 14 illustrates the flow of claims through a 
provider's accounting system. 

0023 FIG. 15 illustrates the movement of claims through 
a provider's sentinel. 
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0024 FIG. 16 illustrates the updating of claim data in a 
provider's sentinel. 
0.025 FIG. 17 illustrates the data fields of the current 
financial and recently collected tables. 
0026 FIG. 18 illustrates the statistical analysis of histori 
cal claim data. 

0027 FIG. 19 illustrates a plot of a collection histogram. 
0028 FIG. 20 illustrates the creation of a daily pool 
record from medical claims. 

0029 FIG. 21 illustrates the formation of a daily pool and 
updating. 

0030 FIG. 22 illustrates the calculated fields of a daily 
pool record. 
0031 FIGS. 23A and 23B illustrate a master file to be 
transferred from a provider sentinel to the computer system 
at the central location. 

0032 FIG. 24 illustrates the determination of payor con 
centration. 

0033 FIG. 25 illustrates a collection tracking flowchart 
for daily pools. 
0034 FIG. 26 illustrates a plot of actual vs. expected 
collections for a pool. 
0035 FIG. 27 illustrates the downloading of data from a 
SPE computer system to the computer system at the central 
location. 

0.036 FIG. 28 illustrates the data downloaded from a SPE 
computer system. 

0037 FIG. 29 illustrates the data fields maintained for the 
contact management System. 

0038 FIG. 30 illustrates the consolidation of data from 
several different provider locations into a consolidated daily 
pool at the central location. 
0.039 FIG. 31 illustrates the fields of the payor credit 
table. 

0040 FIG. 32 illustrates the inputting of contractual data 
at the central location computer system. 
0041 FIGS. 33A and 33B illustrate the fields of a record 
in the trade ticket table. 

0042 FIG. 34 illustrates the input procedure for com 
mercial paper data. 
0.043 FIG. 35 illustrates the determination of daily inter 
est expense by SPE from commercial paper. 
0044 FIG. 36 illustrates the total fee expense calculation. 
004.5 FIGS. 37, 38, 39 and 40 illustrate advance, collec 
tion, interest expense and third party fee reconciliation, 
respectively. 

0046 FIG. 41 illustrates the fields to be tracked for a 
balance sheet for a pool. 
0047 FIG. 42 illustrates allocation of SPE daily interest 
expense. 

0048 FIG. 43 illustrates daily pool fee expense calcula 
tion. 
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0049 FIG. 44 illustrates the net receivable update. 
0050 FIG. 45 illustrates the payables update. 
0051 FIG. 46 illustrates the creation of a financial 
accounting report from a plurality of daily pool records. 
0.052 FIG. 47 illustrates an asset/liability management 
model. 

0053 FIG. 48 illustrates the creation of a provider con 
centration report. 

0054 FIG. 49 illustrates the creation of a credit quality 
and type report. 

0055 FIG. 50 illustrates the determination of savings 
from matching a peers best collection pattern. 

0056 FIG. 51 illustrates the determination of the poten 
tial for improving revenue. 

0057 FIGS. 52A and 52B illustrate the input data, func 
tions and output data for the system 30 at the seller's 
location. 

0.058 FIG. 53 illustrates the input data, functions and 
output data for the system 30 at the SPE’s location. 

0059 FIGS. 54A, 54B, 54C and 54D illustrate the input 
data, functions and output data for the system 30 at the 
central location. 

0060 FIG.55 illustrates an alternate embodiment of the 
present invention using an EDI system. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

0061. In the following detailed description of the pre 
ferred embodiment, reference is made to the accompanying 
drawings which form a part hereof and in which is shown, 
by way of illustration, an exemplary embodiment in which 
the invention may be practiced This embodiment is 
described in sufficient detail to enable those skilled in the art 
to practice the invention, and it is to be understood that other 
embodiments may be utilized and that structural or logical 
changes may be made without departing from the scope of 
the present invention. The following detailed description is, 
therefore, not to be taken in a limiting sense, and the scope 
of the present invention is defined by the appended claims. 
As used herein, the terms “file' and “table' are equivalent. 

Overview 

0062. As shown in FIGS. 2, 3, 4, and 5, the present 
invention provides an information management system 30 
that Supports access of a healthcare provider or other receiv 
able seller 31 to the commercial paper market 32 through 
'selling their claims to asset-backed commercial paper 
programs 33 (also known as “conduits'). The present inven 
tion captures, manipulates, and reports all of the data nec 
essary to support the receivable seller's participation in an 
asset backed commercial paper program. 
0063. The information management system captures and 
manipulates data from four sources: the receivable seller's 
accounting system 36, the SPE's operating agent's account 
ing system 38, the SPE's commercial paper dealer 34, and 
the contract 33 between the SPE and the receivable Seller 31. 
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The information management system generates reports for 
the receivable seller and the SPE's operating agent. 

0064 Data flows into the system in three places: at the 
receivable seller's location 40, at the SPE's operating agent 
location 60 and at a central location 50. Historic and current 
claims billing and payment data is obtained from claim 
records on the receivable sellers accounting system 36 
(executing on the seller's mainframe or other computing 
system 46) at the sellers location 40. Data on advances, 
interest expense, third party fee expense, collections, settle 
ment payments and dividends is obtained from the SPE's 
accounting system 38 (executing on SPE’s mainframe or 
other computing system 66) at the SPE's operating agent 
location 60. Commercial paper information including trade 
date, settlement date, maturity date, paramount and discount 
rate are obtained from the SPE's commercial paper dealer 
and stored at the central location 50. The contract 33 
between the SPE and the receivable seller 31 provides data 
on advance rates against specific types of claims and finan 
cial intermediary fees. This data is input and updated at the 
central location 50 and downloaded to the seller's location 
40. 

0065. The system processes the data in two places: at the 
receivable seller's location 40 and at the central location 50. 
At the receivable seller's place, the historical data is used to 
generate statistical data showing both the amount and timing 
of collections. This information is forwarded to the SPE’s 
operating agent at location 60 where it is used to establish 
advance rates for the various payors of the receivable 
seller's claims. On an ongoing basis, the current claims data 
is divided into trackable periodic units so as to be able to 
reconcile advances, collections, interest expense, third party 
fees and cash settlements between programs 33 and receiv 
able sellers 31. When a periodic unit is formed, expected 
collections on the claims in the unit are projected over time. 
As the claims in the unit are paid off, this information is also 
gathered Realized collections are compared with expected 
collections to show the collection performance of each 
periodic unit. The realized collections are also used to 
generate statistical data showing the amount and timing of 
collections for comparison with the historical data. All of the 
periodic unit data is forwarded to the central location for 
further processing. 

0066. The computer system 51 at the central location 50 
uses either the actual detail or the claims detail summarized 
in the periodic units to perform reconciliations with the data 
reported by the SPE, to prepare financial statements for the 
individual receivable sellers 31, to generate SPE required 
concentration and collection performance information and 
to produce comparisons between receivable sellers. The 
central location 50 reports periodically the results of the 
reconciliation, the financial statements, the receivable seller 
specific tracking information, and the peer comparisons to 
the receivable seller. The central location 50 also reports 
periodically the results of the reconciliation and the SPE 
required information to the SPE. 

0067. The information management system can handle 
claims from multiple receivable sellers and their correspond 
ing accounting systems as well as multiple commercial 
paper programs. 
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First Exemplary Embodiment 
0068. As described in detail below, the first exemplary 
embodiment of the invention is adapted for providers of 
healthcare who wish to sell receivables into a commercial 
paper program. In this embodiment, the periodic units are 
daily. It shall be understood, however, that the system is 
readily adaptable to providers of other services or goods 
who have accounts receivables available to sell to a com 
mercial paper program. 

System Configuration Provider Location 

0069. As shown in FIG. 5, which illustrates the first 
exemplary embodiment of system 30, the hardware configu 
ration at each healthcare provider's location 40 includes a 
personal computer or workstation acting as a remote sentinel 
system 42. The currently preferred system 42 uses an Intel 
processor system, the “Microsoft Windows for Workgroups” 
operating environment, a database program comprising a 
runtime version of Microsoft’s “Access” database program, 
Tools & Technologies Data Junction program for capturing 
and translating data between various computer platforms, 
and International Software's Remote OfficeTM computer 
communication program. Sentinel system 42 preferably has 
two one-gigabyte hard drives and an internal faX/modem. 
The second one-gigabyte hard drive mirrors the first drive 
and serves as a backup. The sentinel system 42 is connected 
to the provider's local area network 44, and can download 
claim records and other information directly from the pro 
vider's mainframe or other computing facility 46, which 
executes the accounting system 36. The sentinel system 42 
sends summary data to the central location 50. 
0070). As illustrated in FIG. 6, the software 43 executing 
on the sentinel computer 42 at the provider location 40 
performs a variety of functions: capturing data from the 
provider's accounting system (43a), generating statistical 
information (43b): consolidating and updating outstanding 
claims into daily pools (43c), creating pools from new 
claims submitted by the provider (43d); calculating statistics 
for use in determining whether the collections on outstand 
ing and new claims have changed enough from the analysis 
on which the advance rates are based to merit a revision of 
the advance rates (43e); contrasting payor payment perfor 
mance by timing of payment; analyzing revenue by service 
by payor (43f); and transmitting to and receiving from the 
central location 50 summary data and reports (43g). FIG. 7 
illustrates the various tables and files of data 45 maintained 
in files on sentinel system 42, to be described in more detail 
below. 

0071 Although only one provider location 40 and SPE 
location 60 is shown in FIG. 5 for brevity, system 30 can 
accommodate and contemplates a plurality of either SPE or 
provider locations connected to the central location via 
sentinel systems. Furthermore, the same provider may Sup 
ply information to the central location 50 from more than 
one location 40. 

SPE Location 

0072 The preferred system configuration also includes a 
personal computer or workstation acting as a remote sentinel 
62 in each SPE location 60. This location 60 will typically 
be a bank which acts as the operating agent of the SPE. The 
sentinel system 62 preferably includes an Intel processor, the 
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Microsoft “Windows for Workgroups' operating environ 
ment, a program comprising a runtime version of 
Microsoft’s “Access' database program, the Data Junc 
tionTM data capture program from Tools & Technologies, 
Inc. of Texas, USA, and the Remote OfficeTM remote control 
communication program from International Software, Inc. 
of Minnesota USA The sentinel system 62 preferably 
includes two five-hundred-megabyte hard drives and an 
internal fax/modem. The second hard drive mirrors the first 
drive and serves as a backup in case the first drive fails. The 
sentinel system 62 is interfaced to the bank’s local area 
network 64 and can obtain information directly from the 
bank’s mainframe or other computing facility 66. The sen 
tinel sends summary data to central location 50, which 
processes this data and generates reports. Reports, including 
information generated at the provider, are transmitted back 
to the individual SPE's operating agent. 
0073. As illustrated in FIG. 8, the software 63 executing 
on the sentinel computer 62 at the SPE location 60 performs 
a variety of functions: capturing and storing data from the 
SPE's accounting system (63a), transmitting to and receiv 
ing from the central location 50 summary data (63b); and 
reporting program information to the SPE (63c). 

Central Location 

0074 The central location 50 processes data received 
from the sentinels 42 and 62 and generates all reports. The 
reports are transferred back to both the individual providers 
and the SPE's operating agents. Data from the commercial 
paper dealer and the contract are entered into the system 30 
at the central location 50. The computer system 51 at central 
location 50 preferably has three types of computers. An 
input/output computer 52 is preferably an Intel processor, 
with the Microsoft “Windows for Workgroups' operating 
environment, and a database application developed using 
Microsoft’s “Access” database program. In addition, it pref 
erably has one five-hundred-megabyte hard drive, a fax/ 
modem, a remote control communication Software package, 
preferably International Software's Remote OfficeTM, and a 
virus-screening package. During the time when the I/O 
computer 52 is communicating with other offsite computers, 
it is disconnected from the local area network 54. After the 
I/O computer 52 has received all of the incoming data, it 
transfers the data to primary file server 56 for processing. 
The primary file server 56 processes the data and transfers 
back reports to the computer 52 to transmit to the provider's 
sentinel system 42 or the SPE’s sentinel system 62. Primary 
file server computer 56 preferably includes an Intel proces 
sor, the Microsoft “Windows for Workgroups' operating 
environment, a database program comprising a routine Ver 
sion of the Microsoft "Access” database program, and a 
statistics application developed using Microsoft’s “Excel 
spreadsheet program, It also has a one-gigabyte hard drive. 
A second file server 58 is provided to back-up the primary 
file server 56. It has the same configuration as the primary 
file server 56 with the addition of a tape backup unit, and 
receives the same information as the primary file server 56. 
A laser printer is connected to network 54. Finally, work 
stations 59 are provided, which preferably include an Intel 
processor, Microsoft “Windows for Workgroups' operating 
environment and the Microsoft “Office Suite' programs. 
Workstations 59 preferably include five-hundred-megabyte 
hard drives. Local area network 54 preferably utilizes the 
Novell network environment and is a token-ring configura 
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tion. Although only one provider location 40 and SPE 
location 60 are illustrated, the system may, and is contem 
plated to, include a plurality of locations 40 and 60 inter 
faced to I/O computer 52 through multiple corresponding 
sentinels 42 and 62. 

0075). As illustrated in FIG.9 and to be explained in more 
detail below, software 53 executing on the computer system 
51 at the central location 50 has several functions: it receives 
the data from the provider and SPE sentinels 42 and 62 (53a 
and 53b): it captures the data from the SPE's commercial 
paper dealer (53c) and the contract between SPE and pro 
vider (53d); it reconciles all of the detail and summary level 
data (53e); it reports a credit scoring index based on each 
provider's payor effectiveness index and the credit rating for 
the payor (537); it generates the financial accounting state 
ments (53f) for the individual providers by tracking daily 
pools (53g); it creates asset/liability management reports to 
monitor and control interest rate and liquidity risk (53m); it 
reports financial statements to individual providers (53h) 
and concentration and tracking statistics to SPE's (53i); it 
calculates performance statistics (53i), and it includes a 
contact management system (53 k). FIG. 10 illumes various 
tables and files 55 maintained on the file serve 56 at the 
central location 50, to be described below. 

Provider Sentinel Functions Capturing Claim Data 
0.076 The first steps in implementing a commercial paper 
program, both in setting up the program and in running it on 
a day-to-day basis, is capturing claim data from the provid 
er's accounting system 36. FIG. 11 shows the typical flow of 
a patient claim from origination through payment as expe 
rienced by the provider. The claim begins with the assign 
ment of a unique identification number to the patient. The 
provider then verifies that the services to be performed are 
covered by the patients insurance, and the services are 
performed. The billing department consolidates the charges 
for all services performed in the provider's accounting 
system and Submits the claim to the payor. The payor accepts 
the claim or, depending on the quality of the provider's 
insurance verification process, rejects the claim outright 
citing contractual issues or rejects specific line items in the 
claim. If the claim is rejected, it goes back to the billing 
department where, if appropriate, it is modified for resub 
mission. After acceptance by the payor, the claim is then 
discounted for contractual adjustments, and paid. FIGS. 12A 
and 12B illustrate typical data fields found in electronic 
claims records stored or originating in a provider accounting 
system 36. Claim records exported from accounting system 
36 to sentinel system 42 preferably include substantially all 
the date fields illustrated in FIGS. 12A and 12B. 

0077 FIG. 13 shows data structures for export files that 
can be used to export claim records or other information 
from the provider's accounting system 36 across the local 
a=re network 44 to the sentinel computer 42. Mainframe 
software 110 (including, but not limited to, the accounting 
Software executing on the mainframe) generates and 
manipulates these export files. Regardless of what export file 
language is used, the export file is accompanied by an export 
specification that defines what data items are in each field in 
the data file. The file is downloaded to the sentinel 42 over 
the network 44 where it is captured by the sentinel system 
42 using the Tools & Technologies Data JunctionTM pro 
gram. The same file exporting technique is used to export 
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data from an SPE’s mainframe 66. If a single provider tracks 
receivables at geographically separate locations, the system 
30 employs sentinel systems 42 at each provider site 40. 
0078 FIG. 14 depicts how data moves through a provid 
er's accounting system. Data is initially input into the system 
through several Sub-accounting systems (36a). Subsystems 
36a each represent, for example, a point of data input at the 
provider. For example, X-rays are charged for through the 
radiology Sub-accounting system. Accounting system 36 
aggregates all of the information for each patient off of the 
Sub-accounting system 36a. This information is then stored 
in an electronic claim record on the computer and put onto 
the billing form appropriate for each third party payor 
involved with a specific patient. If the claim is not eligible 
for payment by an approved-payor, the payor field in the 
claim record is set to "ineligible' or the like. There are two 
primary places in this flow of information through the 
accounting system to capture claim data for export by the 
provides mainframe 46. First, the data can be extracted 
from the accounting system 36 in a batch mode. When the 
accounting system 36 is updated for new claims, payments 
on existing claims or other changes, the new or updated 
claims are flagged and the mainframe Software 110 is 
programmed to both write this data to an export file and 
notify the sentinel computer system 42 of the update. The 
sentinel system 42 then reads the export file. Preferably, the 
export file is a standardized format so that all sentinels 42 
receive the provider electronic claim recorded in the same 
format. The export data software of mainframe software 110 
is thus configured to convert data from the providers 
accounting system format to the standardized export format. 
Alternatively, the software on sentinel 42 can convert the 
exported records to a standardized format upon receipt of the 
export file. 

0079 Second, as an alternative embodiment, the main 
frame software 110 generates an update to the export file 
every time an entry is made into one of the Subaccounting 
systems 36.a feeding data into the main accounting system 
36. The sentinel computer 42 reads the update and generates 
a claim record. In initial installations of the information 
management system 30, it is preferred that it capture data 
that has been generated in a batch mode. As the SPE’s gain 
experience handling medical receivables, there will be a 
greater inclination to finance the claims as they are being 
generated. When this occurs, the claims are, if desired, 
captured directly from the Subaccounting systems 36a at the 
time they are created. 

Downloading of Claim Data into Provider Sentinel 

0080. After the provider's mainframe software 110 has 
transmitted the claim data to the export file and the sentinel 
system 42 has read the export file in, the claim records 
received in the export file are used to update and create new 
records in claim data tables maintained on sentinel 42. 
Referring to FIG. 7, which shows the tables stored on 
sentinel 42, there are four tables which reflect this division: 
current financial table 45c, current clinical table 45d. 
recently collected table 45b and archive table 45a. 
0081 FIG. 15 shows how software 43 moves a claim 
between these four tables from the time it is originated to the 
time it is collected to the time it is statistically analyzed and 
permanently stored. When a provider's claims are initially 
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loaded on to the sentinel system 42, the sentinel 42 stores 
closed claim records in an archive table 45a (FIG. 7). If the 
claim status of the record is open, the financial and clinical 
portions are stored in a current financial record and a current 
clinical record, in tables 45c and 45d, respectively, main 
tained on sentinel 42's mass storage device. If it is not an 
initial download, that is the provider is actively selling 
claims to an SPE, and the claim status is open, the claim is 
processed into the current financial and current clinical 
tables. If the claim is closed, it is stored in the recently 
collected table 45b. Periodically, collection statistics on the 
claims in the recently collected table are generated for 
comparison with the collection statistics used to support the 
advance amounts. After this comparison, the claims are 
moved from the recently collected table 45b to the archive 
table 45a. 

0082 FIG. 16 shows in more detail how the current 
financial and clinical claims database tables 45c and 45d. 
respectively are created and updated. Records in table 45c 
hold the financial data associated with medical claims. 
Records in table 45d hold the clinical data associated with 
medical claims. Thus, each claim has a financial record and 
a clinical record associated with it. FIG. 17 shows the data 
fields of the records in both the current financial and recently 
collected tables 45c and 45d respectively. The data for these 
fields is taken from the exported records (FIGS. 12A and 
12B) from the provider's accounting system software 36. 
Each claim represented in a claim record has a claim status 
field. This field tells whether the record represents a new 
claim or an update to an existing claim. If it is a new claim, 
new corresponding financial and clinical records are created 
and appended to the end of the current financial and clinical 
tables 45c and 45d, respectively. If it is an update to an 
existing claim, the financial data portion of the claim is 
compared with the financial data portion of the existing 
claim as Stored in the corresponding record of the current 
financial table 45c. If the financial portion does not change, 
then the updated clinical portion of the record is used to 
replace or overwrite the existing data in the record in the 
current clinical table 45d. If, upon comparison with the 
financial record, the amount billed doesn't change, then a 
new sub-record is created in the current financial table 45c 
reflecting the change in the financial portion of the claim. If 
the amount billed increases, then a new claim record is 
created in the current financial table 45c reflecting the 
amount of the increase. If the amount billed decreases, then 
the amount written-off is increased in the corresponding 
field of the corresponding record in the current financial 
table 45c. 

Generation of Collection Statistics on Previously 
Collected Claims 

0083. The second step in setting up a provider to use the 
information management system 30 is to analyze the pro 
vider's claim history. This analysis produces two different 
types of statistics: net collectible value and a collection 
histogram. 
0084 As noted earlier, there are a variety of payment 
mechanisms used by the payers. Each of the different 
payment techniques has a different impact on predicting the 
net collectible value of a given claim. Payments based on 
diagnosis related groups (DRGs) tend to be a constant dollar 
amount for each DRG. This improves predictability by 
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reducing the variation in payment amounts to virtually Zero. 
Like DRG based payments, payments under a resource 
based value scale also tend to show little variation. This 
occurs because under this system of payments there are price 
caps on each of the services the provider performs. Pay 
ments made under either a percentage of provider's fees and 
charges or an estimate of usual and customary fees exhibit 
a much wider variation. Under both of these methods, both 
the payor and provider contribute to the variation. The payor 
through revision of the percentage or change in the estimate. 
The provider by changing billing practices. There are a 
variety of payment practices that can be grouped under the 
fee schedule heading. These include payment for specific 
services, negotiated bid, per diem or fixed reimbursement 
systems. Payments under fee schedules are highly predict 
able because they have been pre-arranged. Usually these 
payment vary by diagnosis related group. Another type of 
payment method is the use of a capitated payment. Under 
this payment mechanism, the provider receives a fixed fee 
(capitated payment) once a month. While this payment is 
highly predictable, its allocation across claims is arbitrary. 
For purposes of a commercial paper program, it is this 
once-a-month payment that must be secured against. All of 
these different payment methods make generating a statis 
tical analysis more complicated. Regardless of payment 
method, it is essential that the period selected for generating 
claim statistics must have payments made under the same 
method as payments in the future are to be made. 
0085. The statistical analysis of the historical claims data 
is preferably performed on eighteen to twenty-four months 
of historic collection data. This analysis begins with the 
calculation of the collection rate on a claim by claim basis. 
The collection rate on an individual claim equals the amount 
paid on the claim divided by the amount billed on the claim. 
Initially, net collectible value statistics are generated by 
examining the individual claims collection rates on all 
claims in the archive table 45a. The individual collection 
rates are then summarized in statistics at four different level 
of inquiry: at the provider level; at the individual payor 
level; at the individual payor by diagnosis level; and at the 
individual payor by diagnosis by length of stay level. At 
each of these levels, an average, a standard deviation, a 
minimum value, a maximum value, a sum of the collection 
rates, a Sum of the square of the collection rates and a count 
of the number of claims is calculated. They are saved in a 
table 45e called prior performance statistics. FIG. 18 shows 
how a provider's historic collection data is analyzed using 
Software 43 executing on sentinel system 42. 
0086) The average net collectible value statistics are used 
to answer the question of if the provider has a claim against 
payor X of Sy, how much will the provider get paid. The 
standard deviation shows how much the collection rate for 
individual claims varies from the average collection rate for 
all claims. The smaller the standard deviation, the higher the 
percentage of the average collection rate the commercial 
paper program can fund. 
0087. A collection histogram answers the question of 
“When does the provider get paid?' The histogram is 
generated by first calculating the collection period for 
already paid claims. The collection period is the date the 
claim was paid minus the date the claim was billed. For each 
collection period, the amount paid is then Summed. This 
result is then divided by the total dollar amount collected by 
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the provider to create a histogram showing the percentage 
collected by days from billing. The collection histogram can 
also be calculated for individual payors. This is done by first 
calculating the collection period for already paid claims. For 
each collection period, the amount paid is then Summed by 
payor. This result is then divided by the total dollar amount 
paid by each payor to create a series of histograms showing 
the percentage collected from a specific payor by days from 
billing. The statistics are stored in collection histogram table 
45o on sentinel system 42. An example of a plotted collec 
tion histogram is shown in FIG. 19. 
0088 Software 43 uses the information calculated in both 
the collection rate analysis and the collection histogram 
creation is used to construct a payor effectiveness index. 
Within a given provider, an individual payor's effectiveness 
equals the average collection rate for the payor times the 
cumulative percentage of the payor's collection histogram 
for a specific time period divided by the average collection 
rate for the provider times the cumulative percentage of the 
provider's collection histogram for the same specific time. 
The index number is calculated by multiplying the indi 
vidual payor's effectiveness by one hundred. The payor 
effectiveness data is saved in a payor effectiveness table 45n. 
The payor's effectiveness index is then reported to both the 
provider and the commercial paper program sponsor. The 
report to the provider also includes two size indices. The 
amount paid index is calculated by dividing the total amount 
paid by a payor by the total amount paid by all payors and 
then multiplying by one hundred. The amount billed index 
is calculated by dividing the total amount billed to the payor 
by the total amount billed to all payors and then multiplying 
by one hundred. 

Formation and Updating of Daily Pools 
0089. The next step in bringing in a provider into the 
information management system 30 is the consolidation or 
updating of current outstanding claims and the capturing of 
new claims in trackable periodic units. For example, for 
large providers, the sentinel system 42 creates daily pools 
out of the provider's claims data. FIG. 20 illustrates gener 
ally how claim records having the same date are used to 
form each daily pool record. As described above, new or 
updated claims have their financial data added to a current 
financial table 45c. FIG. 21 illustrates how software 43 
forms this data into daily pools. All claims in a “daily pool 
share the same date billed. Prior to forming the pool, the 
healthcare provider must select the commercial paper pro 
gram that the pool is to go in to. The result of this choice 
determines which contractual advance rates are to be used. 
Then, four additional data fields are calculated for each 
claim. These fields are shown in FIG. 22. As illustrated in 
FIG. 21, the current financial table 45c is reviewed, and if a 
claim is new, the Software calculates the amount advanced, 
the expected collections, the expected uncollectible, and the 
equity. These new fields are added to the claim record, and 
the record is added to the current financial table 45c. 

0090. A daily pool record is created for each pool and 
stored in new daily pool table 45g maintained on sentinel 
system 42 and shown in more detail in FIG. 12A. For new 
pools, the sums for amount billed, amount advanced, 
expected uncollectible, expected collection, and equity are 
calculated from the claims in the pool, or obtained from 
claim records. Next the expected collection pattern for the 
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daily pool is determined by multiplying the total expected 
collections by the collection histogram for the pool. This 
data is stored in expected collection table 45k. 
0.091 Software 43 of the sentinel system 42 tracks 
changes in existing daily pools. The Software sums all of the 
changes that have occurred to the pool since the previous 
day. This involves calculating totals for the changes in the 
amount paid, contractual reductions, usual and customary 
reduction, and amount written-off fields from the previous 
day's balance. Realized uncollectible is calculated for each 
existing daily pool by adding contractual reductions, usual 
and customary reduction and amount written-off. The 
amount paid and the calculated realized uncollectible are 
saved in changes to existing daily pool table 45h. 
0092. The total amount paid by individual payor is cal 
culated by Summing the change in amount paid for all claims 
by individual payor. This data is stored in the daily payor 
collection table 45q. 
0093 Commercial paper programs set restrictions on the 
exposure to any credit risk that the program will take on. 
This exposure is usually handled by limiting the percentage 
that any credit can be of the total credit extended. When each 
pool is formed, the credit exposure is recalculated. FIG. 24 
illustrates how software 43 calculates the percentage con 
centration for any payor and how compliance with the 
commercial paper program's restrictions is enforced. The 
first step in calculating payor concentration is to calculate 
the total amount advanced to each specific payor in the 
current financial table 45c. This amount is then divided by 
the total amount advanced to all payors. The result is the 
percentage exposure to each payor. The commercial paper 
progams maximum guidelines is then Subtracted from the 
percentage exposure. If the results of this subtraction are 
greater than Zero, then this payor has exceeded its limit. 
Where the results of the subtraction are greater than Zero, the 
difference is multiplied by the total amount advanced to 
determine the amount disallowed for over concentration. 
The total amount of disallowance is then summed. This 
disallowance is stored in compliance table 45i. 

Performance Tracking 
0094. One of the major requirements of a commercial 
paper program is that the provider be able to track the 
performance of its receivables on an ongoing basis. FIG. 25 
shows how software 43 tracks collections by pool. Collec 
tions are tracked by comparing actual collections for a daily 
pool (as determined from financial claim records) with 
expected collections for that pool. The starting point for this 
comparison is the expected collection pattern for the pool as 
previously determined (see FIGS. 18 and 19). The expected 
amount collected from day of billing is then calculated by 
running a cumulative Sun on the expected collection pattern. 
The total amount paid on each daily pool is then Subtracted 
from the expected amount collected for the appropriate day 
from billing. The results are saved in the collection perfor 
mance tracking table 45l. The difference between expected 
and actual collections is also graphed and displayed or 
printed on sentinel system 42 by days since initial billing to 
be used by the provider. FIG. 26 illustrates this graphical 
display of actual vs. expected collections. 

Calculating Current Performance Statistics 
0095) Another major requirement of a commercial paper 
program is that the provider engage in periodic tests to see 
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whether the performance statistics on recently collected 
claims are statistically the same as the performance statistics 
used when the latest contractual advance rates were estab 
lished. After the provider has begun participating in a 
commercial paper program, as current outstanding claims 
are paid off, these claims are stored in the recently collected 
table 45b. The collection rates in this table are periodically 
statistically analyzed by software 43. There are seven sta 
tistics calculated: an average, a standard deviation, a mini 
mum value, a maximum value, a Sum of all the collection 
rates, a sum of the square of the collection rates, and a count 
of the number of claims. The statistics are saved in the 
current performance statistic table 45e. 
0.096 Payor performance can also be measured by how 
quickly the payor pays on the claims. A matrix can be 
calculated which shows all the payors for a given provider 
and their average days to payment. This matrix is calculated 
by finding the day from billing on the collection histograms 
for individual payors where it is estimated that fifty percent 
of the receivable will be collected. This day from billing is 
then shown for all payors. Another payment analysis would 
be to look at the days from billing by procedure. This would 
involve calculating collection histograms for individual pay 
ors by procedure and then finding the day where fifty percent 
of the receivables have been paid. This data is saved in 
collection time table 45r. 

0097. The line item information in a provider claim 
record can be used to create a revenue analysis by service by 
payor. This analysis involves determining how much each 
payor pays for a specific service. Each claim has the line 
item detail to show what amount was billed for a specific 
service and how much was paid by the payor. The revenue 
analysis would calculate an average payment for each Ser 
Vice for each payor. These averages per payor could then be 
compared for a specific service. This type of data would be 
useful for Subsequent negotiations with the payors. The 
results of these analyses are stored in revenue analysis table 
45S. 

Data Transfer Between Sentinel and Central 
Processing System 

0098. The sentinel system 42 transmits data to the central 
location daily. FIGS. 23A and 23B show all of the data 
included in the master file 45m that are to be transmitted 
daily. The master file 45m is updated daily and stored on 
system 42 before being transmitted. As shown in FIGS. 23A 
and 23B, the new daily pool data includes a record for the 
new pool formed on the day of transmission, including the 
date billed, amount billed, amount advanced, expected 
uncollectible, expected collections, and equity. The expected 
collection histogram data contains a histogram showing the 
expected collection pattern for the pool. The changes to 
existing daily pool data contains for each existing pool a 
record which specifies the date billed, the amount paid today, 
and the realized uncollectible. The prior performance sta 
tistics data and the current performance statistics data con 
tain the data for, respectively, both the archive table and the 
recently collected table. This data includes the average 
collection rate, standard deviation, Sum of all collection 
rates, sum of all collection rates Squared, and the count of 
number of claims in the analysis. The compliance data 
includes the total concentration disallowance. The collection 
performance tracking data contains the graphical informa 
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tion which shows the difference between expected and 
actual collections by day from billing. The daily payor 
collection data includes data on the amount billed by payor 
and the amount paid by payor. Finally, the payor effective 
ness data contains the payor effectiveness index. 
0099. The sentinel 42 receives summary data back from 
the central location 50. This data includes periodic updates 
to both the advance rates for the various conduits that the 
provider has contracts with as well as conduit specified 
payor limits. The daily data received includes financial 
statements (balance sheet, income statement, and cash flow 
statement) and a collection reconciliation report showing 
differences between what the provider reported as amount 
paid and what the conduit reported as amount paid. Using 
Software 43, provider personnel can access these reports as 
well as a collection tracking report by payor at any time 
during the day. 

Sentinel at SPE's Operating Agent Location 

0.100 The sentinel system 62 at the SPE's operating 
agent location 60 has two primary functions: capture com 
mercial paper program data generated by the operating agent 
for transmission to the central location 50 and providing 
access to the operating agent for several reports generated at 
the central location. The commercial paper program's data is 
also downloaded into a local sentinel 62 from the operating 
agent's computing system 66 before being transmitted to the 
central location 50. FIG. 27 shows how software 63 takes 
each days records from the SPE and records them in a SPE 
table maintained on the sentinel system 62 for transmission 
to the central location 50. FIG. 28 shows the data fields 
captured from the SPE’s mainframe 66. This data can be 
downloaded as illustrated in FIG. 13 in a variety of file 
languages including, either ASCII or DBF. 
0101 Unlike the provider, the data from the SPE is 
already in summary form. The reason that the SPE reports 
Summary data is a function of how the data is obtained or 
generated by the SPE. For example, daily collection data is 
obtained by looking at cash receipts from individual payors 
made on the provider's behalf in the SPE's bank account. 
For another example, individual provider interest expense is 
calculated by determining the daily interest expense for the 
SPE and then charging the provider for the amount of this 
interest expense which corresponds to the percentage of the 
amount advanced to the provider divided by total advances 
from the SPE. One of the primary functions of the infor 
mation management system 30 is to reconcile the Summary 
level data from the SPE with the detail level data at the 
individual provider level. 

File Server at Central Location 

0102 As described generally above with respect to FIG. 
9, software 53 executing on the computer system 51 at the 
central location 50 has several functions: it receives the data 
from the provider and SPE sentinels 42 and 62 (53a and 
53b): it captures the data from the SPE's commercial paper 
dealer (53c) and the contract between SPE and provider 
(53d); it reconciles all of the detail and summary level data 
(53e); it reports a credit scoring index based on each 
provider's payor effectiveness index and the credit rating for 
the payor (537); it generates the financial accounting state 
ments (53g) for the individual providers by tracking daily 
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pools (53g); it creates asset/liability management reports to 
monitor and control interest rate and liquidity risk (53m); it 
reports financial statements (53f) to individual providers and 
concentration and tracking statistics (53i) to SPE’s; it cal 
culates performance statistics (53i), and it includes a contact 
management system (53k). As also noted above, FIG. 10 
illustrates various tables and files 55 maintained on the file 
serve 56 at the central location 50, to be described below. 
0103) The contact management system executing on the 
central location computer system 51 keeps track of all of the 
parties who act as a source of information to the manage 
ment information system 30. The contact system uses the 
data fields as shown in FIG. 29 for each SPE, provider, and 
commercial paper dealer. As illustrated in FIG. 10, four 
separate files 55a, 55b, 55c and 55d are set up to keep a 
record of the SPE/conduit, providers, commercial paper 
dealers, and payors respectively. 
0104. As noted above, the file server 56 receives infor 
mation from both the provider and the SPE’s locations. This 
data is electronically transmitted from the sentinels 42 and 
62 at each location. The data is received by I/O computer 52 
which scans it for viruses. If no viruses are detected, this 
information is then passed over the network 54 to the file 
server 56. The data is sent in electronic preassigned tables in 
an “mdb' file (Microsoft Database) with a specific provider 
designation on the file. The file server attaches the data in 
each of the preassigned tables for use in additional analyses. 
The preassigned tables are shown in FIG. 10. If a single 
provider is transmitting files to the central location 50 from 
multiple locations 40, the data in the files 43m is consoli 
dated by central location software before further processing, 
as generally illustrated in FIG. 30. This consolidation is 
accomplished by software 53 by tracking each location 
separately and combining all of a provider's data together as 
it is needed for different calculations and reports. For 
example, to reconcile the amount the SPE says it advanced 
to the provider with the amount the provider's detail data 
shows should have been advanced, all of the advance 
amounts reported in the new daily pool table from the 
different locations need to be added together. 
0105 There are three types of data that is manually 
entered into the file server at the central location: payor 
credit rating related, contract related and commercial paper 
related. The file server tracks the credit rating on each 
individual payor's claim paying ability. The payor credit 
table (55t) contains the data fields shown in FIG. 31. 
0106) As illustrated in FIG. 32, software 53 tracks the 
information embodied in the contract between the commer 
cial paper program and the provider. In the contract the rate 
at which the SPE is to advance money against receivables of 
specific payors is documented. This is kept track of in a table 
55o called advance rates, which also includes a provider and 
payor ID field. The contract also documents the fees that the 
various financial intermediaries involved in the SPE can 
charge. Financial intermediaries may include banks, mono 
line insurers, commercial paper dealers, operating agents 
and SPE sponsors. This information is tracked in a table 55p 
called third party fees. It also includes a provider and SPE 
ID field. Lastly, the contract specifies the maximum per 
centage an individual payor can represent of the claims sold 
to the SPE by a provider. These percentages are maintained 
in a table 55q called payor limit. The payor limit table 55g 
also includes SPE and provider ID fields. 
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0.107 The last source of data is the commercial paper 
dealer. This data is captured in the form of a trade ticket 
which is entered into a computer at the central location. As 
the trade ticket is entered into the computer, several addi 
tional data fields are calculated. FIG. 33 shows the initially 
entered fields and the calculated fields. FIG. 34 shows how 
the commercial paper information is entered using software 
53 and stored in table 55e and 55u. The commercial paper 
dealer is called. The commercial paper trade tickets, the 
source of the information for table 55e, and daily federal 
composite rates for various maturities, the source of the 
information for table 55u, are input. Commercial paper 
variables are calculated and entered in the commercial paper 
table 55e. The records for each trade are entered into the 
daily transaction journal in the commercial paper database 
table 55e. The commercial paper position review and com 
mercial paper issuance spread are recorded and reported. 

0.108 After having collected the data from the commer 
cial paper dealer and the contract, software 53 performs any 
calculation necessary to generate the information needed to 
run a data reconciliation analysis. The data from the com 
mercial paper table 55e is used to create daily interest 
expense for each SPE or conduit, as shown in FIG. 35. This 
is done by summing by SPE the daily interest expense for 
each piece of commercial paper that has not yet mated in the 
conduit. If the maturity date for a commercial paper instru 
ment is greater than or equal to the day's date, the daily 
interest expense by SPE is added to the sum of daily interest 
expense. The results are saved in the detail based daily 
interest expense table 55v. 

0109 FIG. 36 illustrates the total fee expense calculation 
performed by software 53. Daily SPE fees by provider by 
SPE are determined by summing the financial intermediary 
fees (from third party fees table 55p) by provider by SPE and 
dividing by 365. SPE Fee expenses equal the daily SPE fee 
by provider by SPE times the total advances payable to the 
SPE from the provider in the balance sheet. The total SPE 
fees by conduit are equal to the sum of each provider's SPE 
fee expenses for that conduit. The results are saved in the 
detail based third party fee file 55w. 

0110. At this point, all of the data that is needed for 
running reconciliations between various data sources is now 
available. Reconciliations are performed using software 53. 
There are four basic types of reconciliations. First, the 
amount the SPEs report they advanced, stored in SPE table 
55i is compared with the amount that the provider claim 
detail shows they should have advanced as stored in down 
loaded daily pool records. As shown in FIG. 37, the funding 
gap equals the advance amount from the new daily pool 
record sent over by the provider sentinel 42 minus the total 
concentration disallowance from the payor concentration 
data sent over by the provider sentinel system 42 minus the 
reported advance from the daily advance data sent over by 
the SPE sentinel 62. The funding gap calculation is saved in 
a reconciliation table 55r. 

0111 Second, as shown in FIG.38, the amount the SPEs 
report they collected as specified in SPE table 55i is com 
pared with the amount that the provider claim detail shows 
they should have collected. The collection gap equals the 
amount paid by payor in the daily payor collection data sent 
over in the master file 45m (and stored in file 55h on the 
system 51) by the provider sentinel system 42 minus the 
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amount received from payor in the payments received data 
(FIG. 28) sent over by the SPE sentinel system 62. The 
collection gap is saved in the reconciliation table 55r. 
0112) Third, as shown in FIG. 39, the amount the SPEs 
report for daily interest expense is compared with the 
amount of daily interest expense calculated from the com 
mercial paper table 55e. The interest expense gap equals the 
interest expense calculated from the commercial paper table 
55e minus interest expense as reported in the interest 
expense records (FIG. 28) sent over by the SPE sentinel 62. 
The interest expense gap is saved in the reconciliation table 
SS: 

0113 Fourth, as shown in FIG. 40, the amount the SPEs 
report for daily financial intermediary (third party) fee 
expense is compared with the amount of daily fee expense 
calculated from the fee table 55p and the daily pool balance 
sheets 55k. The third party fee gap equals the difference in 
these fees. The third party fee gap is saved in the reconcili 
ation table 557: 

0114 Software 53 does not make any adjustments for 
gaps uncovered when the reconciliation analysis is per 
formed. No adjustments are made because each of these 
gaps should be eliminated by the responsible party within a 
twenty-four hour period. For example, an underadvance by 
the SPE yesterday can be cured by advancing more today. 
Using I/O computer 52, software 53 transmits the results of 
the reconciliation analysis stored in table 55r to the provider 
sentinel 42 and the SPE sentinel 62 so that they can be 
reviewed. 

0115 The preparation of the financial accounting state 
ments and reports involves tracking twelve data fields for 
each pool. FIG. 41 shows these fields. The financial state 
ments for each pool are prepared daily in accordance with 
generally accepted accounting principals. The income state 
ment is prepared reflecting accrual accounting. 

0116. The financial accounting for each pool begins with 
the appending of data from the new daily pool data (FIGS. 
12A and 12B) sent over by the provider sentinel 42 to the 
balance sheet data 55k stored on the file server 56. After the 
pool has been in the balance sheet data 55k for one day, 
interest expense and fee expense are calculated on the 
amount in advance payable and retained earnings and the 
balance sheet data 55k is updated. Software 53 then looks 
into the changes in existing pools data sent over by the 
provider sentinel 42 in master file 43m to see if there have 
been any collections or realized uncollectibles. If there have 
been, then the accounts receivable and bad debt accounts are 
updated in the balance sheet data 55k. If there have been 
collections, then the amount of interest, fees and advances 
paid is calculated. The interest, fees and advance payable are 
then updated on the balance sheet data 55k. The process of 
calculating expenses, cash flow and updated balance sheets 
is repeated every day for the pool until the pool is closed. 

0117 FIGS. 42 and 36 show how interest expense and fee 
expense are calculated for each pool by software 53. Interest 
expense is calculated for each daily pool by first calculating 
the total of the advance payable in the balance sheet data 55k 
for all the pools in a SPE. Each pool's advance payable is 
then divided by the total advance payable in the SPE to 
calculate that pool's percentage share of the interest 
expense. The pool's daily interest expense is then calculated 
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by multiplying the pool's percentage share of the SPE's 
daily interest expense by the SPE’s daily interest expense. 
The results are stored in the income statement data 55l. 

0118 For all pools, the daily financial intermediary (third 
party) fee expense equals the advance payable from the 
balance sheet data 55k times the total of the financial 
intermediary fees in the contract file 182 divided by 365. 
SPE fees for provider equal the sum of all financial inter 
mediary fees for provider divided by 365. The SPE fee 
expense equals the sun of the SPE fees for provider times the 
total advance payable to provider from the balance sheet. 
The results are stored in the income statement data 55l. 

0119 FIG. 44 shows how accounts receivable and bad 
debt are updated daily for each pool. The opening accounts 
receivable balance for each daily pool is set equal to the 
amount billed by the provider for the pool date. The balance 
is reduced each day by the amount paid and the amount of 
the realized uncollectible for the pool. The opening bad debt 
balance for each daily pool is set equal to the expected 
uncollectible amount for the pool. The balance is reduced 
each day by the amount of the realized uncollectible for the 
pool. The results are stored in the balance sheet data 55k. 
0120 FIG. 45 shows how the accounts payable, namely 
advance payable, interest payable and fees payable, are 
updated for each daily pool balance sheet by software 53. 
For each daily pool, the initial balance in the advance 
payable account is set equal to the amount advanced. For 
each day that the pool has a balance greater than Zero in its 
advance payable account, an interest expense and a fee 
expense are calculated. On those days that the pool does not 
have any collections, the interest expense is added to interest 
payable on the balance sheet to create the new interest 
payable amount and interest paid on the cash flow statement 
is set equal to Zero. Also, the fee expense is added to fees 
payable on the balance sheet to create the new fees payable 
amount and the fee paid on the cash flow statement is set 
equal to Zero. If the pool has any collections, the collections 
are used to pay down accounts in the following order: 
interest, fees, and then advances. If the amount collected is 
less than today's interest expense plus the interest payable 
on the balance sheet, then the total amount collected is 
applied to interest and the new interest payable amount 
becomes the difference between today’s interest expense 
plus the interest payable on the balance sheet and the amount 
collected. Interest paid on the cash flow statement equals the 
amount collected and fee paid is set equal to Zero. If the 
amount collected is greater than or equal to that day's 
interest expense plus the balance in the interest payable 
account, then an amount equal to the interest expense plus 
the interest payable is used to pay off these accounts. Interest 
paid on the cash flow statement equals the days interest 
expense plus the balance in the interest payable account. If 
the excess is less than today’s fee expense plus the balance 
in the fee payable account, then the new fee payable amount 
equals today's fee expense plus the balance in the fee 
payable account minus the excess. Fee paid in the cash flow 
statement equals the excess. If the excess is greater than or 
equal to today's fee expense plus the balance in the fee 
payable account, then an amount equal to today's fee 
expense plus the balance in the fee payable account is used 
to pay off these accounts. Fee paid in the cash flow statement 
equals today's fee expense plus the balance in the fee 
payable account. If there is any remaining cash, the cash is 



US 2007/0203834 A1 

used to pay down the advance payable account to the point 
where either all of the cash has been used or all of the 
advance payable has been paid off. The advance paid in the 
cash flow statement equals the reduction in the advance 
payable. 
0121. After the accounting entries for each daily pool 
have been created, they are used in a conventional account 
ing package to create financial statements for both the daily 
pools and the providers, as generally illustrated in FIG. 46. 
The financial statements are recorded in a file and transmit 
ted back to the sentinel 42 where they are reported daily to 
the provider and form the basis for the provider being able 
to audit its participation in a commercial paper program. 
Included with the financial Statements is a settlement analy 
sis. This analysis looks at how much cash should be paid to 
the provider each day. Cash paid to provider equals cash 
collected the previous day less interest paid less fees paid 
less advances paid plus new advances. 

Comparing Current and Past Collection Statistics 
0122) In the contract between the SPE and the provider, 
there is a definition of how much change in the net collect 
ible value statistics (average and standard deviation) triggers 
a change in the advance rates. The software 53 at the central 
location automatically reviews changes in the net collectible 
value statistics. There are three types of changes: changes 
which indicate that there should be a downward revision to 
the advance rates; changes which indicate that there should 
be an upward revision to the advance rates; and changes 
which indicate that the advance rate level is still appropriate. 
The performance statistics from the providers are analyzed 
for these three types of changes in an Excel spreadsheet. 
Unless a higher threshold is set by the SPE, the spreadsheet 
looks to capture changes by comparing the average net 
collectible value on recently collected claims with the range 
formed by adding or Subtracting one standard deviation from 
the average net collectible value at the time the advance rates 
were set. Initially, the average net collectible value at the 
time the advance rates are set will be in the prior perfor 
mance statistics table sent over by the sentinel. Changes 
which require a downward revision in the advance rates are 
detected by comparing the average net collectible value of 
the recently collected claims with the difference between the 
average net collectible value of the performance statistics 
Supporting the current advance rates and one standard devia 
tion from the performance statistics Supporting the current 
advance rates. If the average net collectible value of the 
recently collected claims is less than or equal to the differ 
ence, then a downward revision of the advance rates is 
triggered. The spreadsheet looks to capture changes which 
require an upward revision in the advance rates by compar 
ing the average net collectible value of the recently collected 
claims with the sum of the average net collectible value of 
the performance statistics Supporting the current advance 
rates and one standard deviation from the performance 
statistics Supporting the current advance rates. If the average 
net collectible value of the recently collected claims is 
greater than or equal to the Sum, then an upward revision of 
the advance rates is triggered. If the change in the average 
net collectible value does not exceed the trigger levels, then 
the advance rates remain at their present level. 
0123 There are a variety of additional statistical tech 
niques beyond using the standard deviation to establish a 
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range around the average net collectible value that can be 
used in determining the trigger levels for adjusting advance 
rates. A t-test can be used to construct a confidence interval 
around the average net collectible value rate. The average 
net collectible value rate from the recently collected data is 
then compared with the confidence interval to see if it falls 
within the confidence interval. An F-test can be used to 
determine a confidence interval for testing changes in the 
standard deviation. The standard deviation of the net col 
lectible value rate from the recently collected data is then 
compared with the confidence interval to see if it falls within 
the confidence interval. A chi-squared test can be used to 
determine a confidence interval for testing changes in the 
standard deviation. The standard deviation of the net col 
lectible value rate from the recently collected data is then 
compared with the confidence interval to see if it falls within 
the confidence interval. 

0.124. If the results of the tests do not indicate a change 
in the performance statistics, the statistics in the prior 
performance statistics file are recalculated to update them 
for the inclusion of the recently collected claims. If the 
results of the tests indicate a change in the performance 
statistics for the recently collected records, then, after the 
advance rates have been changed, the statistics of the 
recently collected table 45b are stored in the prior perfor 
mance statistics table 45e. Regardless of the outcome of the 
tests, both the provider and SPE are transmitted the results 
using I/O computer 52. 

Asset/Liability Management 
0.125 FIG. 47 shows the asset/liability management 
model executed by software 53 for a commercial paper 
program. The goal of asset/liability management is to con 
trol the provider exposure to changes in the interest rate on, 
and liquidity of commercial paper. This control is achieved 
by proactively managing the commercial paper being issued 
by the various conduits. Proactive management allows a 
provider to specify the funding strategy that they would like 
to support their receivables. The first step is to estimate the 
cash collections on each of the daily pools. These estimates 
are the expected collections calculated as described above 
and transmitted by the provider sentinel 42 to the central 
location. Next, the expected collection date is calculated by 
adding the days from billing to the pool date. The model then 
sums the expected collection for each daily pool by the 
expected collection date to generate estimated collection. 
The second step is to estimate the cash settlement amount for 
each of the daily pools. This estimate begins by calculating 
the expected percentage collected histogram. This histogram 
equals the cumulative sum of the collection histograms. 
Next, the percentage advance for each daily pool is calcu 
lated. Percentage advance equals the advance amount 
divided by the difference between amount billed and 
expected uncollectible. Next, an estimate of the interest and 
fee expenses for the life of the pool is made. The estimated 
percent expenses is shown here as five percent but can be 
changed. Settlement date equals the date on the expected 
percentage collection histogram where the percentage col 
lected equals or is greater than the sum of the percentage 
advance plus the estimated expenses. Estimated daily pool 
settlement amount equals the daily pool equity minus the 
result of multiplying the advance amount by the estimated 
percent expenses. Total daily settlements equals the Sum by 
day of the estimated daily pool settlement amounts for all 
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providers in the conduit. An estimate of daily cash flow can 
now be created. Estimated daily cash flow equals estimated 
collections minus total paper minus total daily settlements. 
Cumulative estimated cash flow equals the cumulative Sum 
of estimated daily cash flow. The estimated cumulative cash 
flow calculated in the asset/liability management is the 
starting point for helping a provider with its cash flow 
management. These figures can be used develop investment 
and bill payment strategies. 

0126 There are several other reports generated by soft 
ware 53 for the SPE. A provider concentration report looks 
at the concentration of providers in any given conduit. When 
rating agencies review their credit rating on a specific SPE, 
they look for diversification in the SPE’s exposure to 
providers. FIG. 48 depicts how the provider concentration is 
calculated. For each individual provider in a SPE, the total 
advance payable to the provider from the balance sheet data 
55k are divided by the total advance payable made by the 
SPE. The resulting percentage represents the concentration 
that an individual provider is to the SPE. 
0127. Rating agencies also look at the SPE’s exposure to 
the payors. A payor exposure report looks at the payors 
grouped by either credit rating or type of payor. FIG. 49 
depicts how these two exposure analysis are calculated by 
software 53. Both exposures are calculated by first deter 
mining the concentration of each individual payor in the 
SPE. This is found by adding up the percentage concentra 
tion of each individual payor at each provider from the payor 
concentration data sent by the provider sentinel 42 and 
dividing this sum by the number of providers in the SPE. 
Exposure by credit quality is then calculated by Summing 
the percentage of each individual payor in the SPE by the 
credit rating of the payor. Exposure by type of payor is 
calculated by Summing the percentage of each individual 
payor in the SPE by the type of payor it is. Reports generated 
by software 53 are stored in an output file for transmission 
to the provider sentinel system 42 and the SPE sentinel 
system 62. 

0128. The system also generates a credit scoring report. 
The sentinel system 42 periodically sends the payor effec 
tiveness index to the central location 50. This index mea 
sures how much of the amount billed was collected and how 
quickly the collection occurred. The credit scoring reports 
shows this index next to the credit quality of the payor's 
claims paying ability index. The credit quality index ranges 
from 0.1 to 1 with 0.1 being payors whose claims paying 
ability is deemed doubtful by the credit rating agencies and 
1 being payors whose claims paying ability is deemed 
extremely strong by the credit rating agencies. 

0129. Additional reports generated for providers include 
a peer group comparison report which shows how the 
provider compared with its peers in the timing of its col 
lections and the net collectability of its claims. These reports 
are used to illustrate the savings available to the provider 
from better management of its collections. FIG. 50 shows 
how software 53 determines the interest savings available to 
the provider from collecting its receivables as quickly as its 
best performing peer. The best performing peer is identified 
as that provider which has the highest percentage of its 
receivables collected in ninety days. This provider's collec 
tion histogram is then compared with the provider's collec 
tion histogram to show the percentage collection difference 
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by day over the 90 day period. Each day's difference is then 
multiplied by the provider's average receivables balance. 
The amount is then Summed and multiplied by eight percent, 
a proxy for the average cost of financing this excess receiv 
able balance. The result is the savings available from match 
ing the best performing peer. FIG. 51 shows the earnings 
available to the provider from collecting the same average 
amount for each diagnosis by payor as its best performing 
peer as determined by software 53. The best performing peer 
is identified for each payor as that peer which has the highest 
average amount paid for each diagnosis by payor. This 
provider's average amount paid is then Subtracted from each 
of the best performing peer average amount paid. This 
difference represents the potential for increased income. The 
results of these reports are stored in a file for transmission to 
the provider location or for printing. 

Summary 

0130 FIGS. 52A, 52B, 53 and 54A-D summarize the 
origin, transfer and transformation of data moving through 
system 30. FIGS. 52A and 52B illustrate the input data, 
functions and output data for the system 30 at the seller's 
location. FIG. 53 illustrates the input data, functions and 
output data for the system 30 at the SPE’s location. FIGS. 
54A, 54B, 54C and 54D illustrate the input data, functions 
and output data for the system 30 at the central location. 

Alternative Uses of Claims Database 

0.131. As the provider downloads claims information to 
the sentinel at its location, the claims information is put into 
a standardized format. One use of the data in this database 
is for tracking and controlling the provider's participation in 
a financing program. There are several other equally impor 
tant uses. This data can be analyzed to create valuable 
information for a variety of participants in the medical 
industry. For example, the data can be sorted through to 
generate statistics on Supply usage at a given provider by 
diagnosis. The results of this analysis allows a provider to 
measure its profit margin if it is receiving capitated pay 
ments from the payors and enters into a capitated Supply 
agreement with its Suppliers. For another example, the data 
could be aggregated across providers to analyze how drug 
usage patterns influence the cost of treating a specific 
diagnosis. Pharmaceutical companies are interested in the 
data from this analysis to show the benefit of their drugs in 
treating illnesses. Preferably, software 53 includes the capa 
bility to perform these functions. 

ALTERNATE EMBODIMENTS 

Electronic Data Interchange Claims 

0.132. In an alternative embodiment, shown in FIG. 52, 
the system 30' of the present invention is set up to capture 
claim records from an electronic claims processor. This 
claims processor, otherwise known as an electronic data 
interchange agent, has terminals or computer systems 46' at 
the offices or locations 40' of physicians, clinics, rural 
hospitals, regional hospitals or even urban center hospitals. 
As conventionally operated, the electronic data interchange 
(EDI) agents computer system 46" receives claim data from 
these terminals or computer systems 46' and electronically 
conveys it to the appropriate payor, Such as an insurance 
company or Medicare or Medicaid. According to the alter 
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nate embodiment of the invention, the claims data from the 
EDI computer system 46" is transferred to a sentinel system 
42", where it can be processed on a provider by provider 
basis and summarized as described above with respect to 
sentinel system 42 for transmission to the computer system 
51 at the central location 50. Reports can be transmitted by 
the central location computer system 51 directly back to 
computer systems 46' at the locations 40' using modem 
transmission. 

Use of System 30 for Other Accounts Receivables 
0133. As noted above, the system 30 of the present 
invention is readily adaptable to provide processing for any 
form of accounts receivable. Instead of processing medical 
claims, the system can process any form of invoice repre 
senting an account receivable. Such as attorneys’ fees or 
invoices generated by an industrial Supplier. Thus, it shall be 
understood that the invention is in no way limited to 
servicing medical providers or medical claims. 

Other Periodic Units 

0134) The preferred embodiments described above 
implemented a daily period. It shall be understood, however, 
that any periodic unit can be used to select claims or invoices 
to be pooled together and processed pursuant to the prin 
ciples of the present invention. 

Other Pooling Criteria 
0135 The preferred embodiments of the present inven 
tion pool claims or invoices without regard to the payor of 
the obligations provided that the payors for the claims or 
invoices are approved. It is contemplated, however, the 
selection of accounts receivable for each pool may be done 
not only on the basis of periodic units, but can also be 
formed or optimized according to payor. For example, 
certain pools may have payors which historically pay more 
quickly than average or a higher percentage of a billed 
amount that average. This optimization may be accom 
plished using linear programming, regression analysis or 
other standard statistical techniques. 

Sentinel System Alternative Embodiments 
0136. In the preferred embodiments of the invention, the 
sentinel system 42 is independent of the provider's computer 
system. It shall be understood, however, that the sentinel 
software 43 and files and tables 45 can be adapted to execute 
on the provider's computer system 46, thus eliminating the 
need for sentinel system 42. However, system 42 is preferred 
because it avoids the necessity to adapt software 43 and files 
and tables 45 to each different hardware and software 
configuration of provider computer systems 46. Similarly, 
the SPE sentinel software 63 and files can be adapted to 
execute on the SPE computer system 66. 

Central Location Alternative Embodiments 

0137 In the preferred embodiment, the central location is 
remotely located from the SPE and provider or receivable 
seller. It shall be understood, however, that the central 
location system 51 can be located at the location of a 
receivable seller or an SPE. Furthermore, the central loca 
tion software 53 and files 55 can be adapted to execute and 
b stored on a provider or SPE computer system. 
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CONCLUSION 

0.138. Thus, there has been described above a computer 
ized system for archiving and storing invoice and claims 
records and for tracking and controlling a medical provider's 
participation in an asset back commercial paper program. It 
is to be understood that the above description is intended to 
be illustrative, and not restrictive. Many other embodiments 
will be apparent to those of skill in the art upon reviewing 
the above description. The scope of the invention should, 
therefore, be determined with reference to the appended 
claims, along with the full scope of equivalents to which 
Such claims are entitled. 

1-26. (canceled) 
27. A method for processing electronic accounts receiv 

able records, each specifying an account receivable recorded 
in one or more computer systems for a seller of the account 
receivable, each accounts receivable record including (i) a 
date field specifying a date for the account receivable, (ii) a 
financial data portion specifying an amount billed to be paid 
by a payor, and (iii) a goods or services data portion 
specifying information about the goods or services provided 
for the amount billed, comprising: 

downloading the accounts receivable records from the 
seller accounting system and creating an electronic 
financial record corresponding to each of at least some 
of the accounts receivable records downloaded from 
the seller accounting system, the financial records 
recording a financial data subset of all of the data 
recorded in a downloaded accounts receivable record, 
the financial data Subset corresponding Substantially to 
financial aspects of the downloaded accounts receiv 
able records, and storing the financial records in a mass 
storage device located at a location of the seller, 
creating an electronic goods or services record corre 

sponding to each of at least some of the accounts 
receivable records downloaded from the seller com 
puter systems, the electronic goods or services 
records recording a subset of all of the data recorded 
in the downloaded accounts receivable records, the 
data Subset corresponding Substantially to goods or 
services aspects of the downloaded accounts receiv 
ables records, and storing the goods or services 
provided record in a mass storage device located at 
a seller location; and 

searching the financial records and identifying records 
that have a date specified in the date field of the record 
within a predetermined period to identify a pool of 
accounts receivable records, with the records specify 
ing a corresponding periodic pool of accounts receiv 
able. 

28. A method according to claim 27 further including 
creating an electronic periodic pool record corresponding to 
the identified pool of accounts receivable records; 

recording a pool advance amount in a field of the elec 
tronic periodic pool record representing an amount to 
be advanced against a value of the periodic pool of 
accounts receivable; and 

electronically transferring the electronic periodic pool 
record to a one or more processing systems. 

29. A method for processing electronic accounts receiv 
able records, each specifying an account receivable recorded 
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in one or more computer systems for a seller of the account 
receivable, each accounts receivable record including (i) a 
date field specifying a date for the account receivable, and 
(ii) a financial data portion specifying an amount billed to be 
paid by a payor, comprising: 

searching the accounts receivable records and identifying 
records that have a date specified in the date field of the 
record within a predetermined period to identify a pool 
of accounts receivable records, with the records a 
specifying corresponding periodic pool of accounts 
receivable; 

creating an electronic periodic pool record corresponding 
to the pool of accounts receivable records: 

recording a pool advance amount in a field of the elec 
tronic periodic pool record representing an amount to 
be advanced against a value of the periodic pool of 
accounts receivable; 

electronically transferring the electronic periodic pool 
record to one or more processing systems; and 

further wherein each accounts receivable record specifies 
an amount paid on the account receivable and further 
including periodically determining an amount paid for 
the accounts receivable in the corresponding periodic 
pool by electronically reviewing the amount paid speci 
fied in each account receivable record in the periodic 
pool, and reporting a performance profile for one or 
more of the periodic pools indicating the collections 
obtained. 

30. A method according to claim 29 further including 
maintaining an electronic accounting data for each periodic 
pool represented by a periodic pool record, and for preparing 
financial statements from the electronic accounting data. 

31. A method according to claim 29 further wherein the 
one or more processing systems are used to preparing 
reports for a third party advancing money against a periodic 
pool represented by a periodic pool record, and wherein the 
reports specify compliance with third party restrictions on 
advances against periodic pools. 

32. A method according to claim 29 further including 
determining the pool advance amount using the amount 
billed specified in the financial data portion of the accounts 
receivable records. 

33. A method according to claim 29 further including 
determining an advance amount for each of the accounts 
receivable in the pool and using the determined advance 
amounts to determine the pool advance amount. 

34. A method according to claim 33 further including 
determining the advance amount for each account receivable 
in the pool based on payor. 

35. A method according to claim 29 further wherein there 
is more than one seller, each of whom may have one or more 
locations and wherein said electronically transferring is 
provided at each seller location; and wherein the one or more 
processing systems are installed at a position remote from at 
least one of the seller locations. 

36. A method according to claim 29 further including 
electronically transferring an electronic record to a remote 
location of a third party advancing money against the 
periodic pool of accounts receivable, the electronic record 
indicating the value of the periodic pool of accounts receiv 
able. 
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37. A method according to claim 29 further including 
recording in each periodic pool record a collection value 
representing an amount paid on the accounts receivable in 
the periodic pool record. 

38. A method according to claim 37 further including 
determining the collection value representing an amount 
paid using the financial data portion of an accounts receiv 
able record and wherein said financial data portion specifies 
an amount paid. 

39. A method according to claim 37 further including 
receiving an electronic record specifying a payment received 
value representing an amount of payments received by a 
third party which has the right to collect payments made on 
amounts billed in a periodic pool corresponding to a periodic 
pool record. 

40. A method according to claim 39 further including 
reconciling payment received values to amount paid values 
from periodic pool records. 

41. A method according to claim 29 further including 
creating an electronic accounts receivable financial record 
corresponding to each of at least Some of the accounts 
receivable records downloaded from the provider account 
ing system, the financial records recording a financial data 
subset of all of the data recorded in a downloaded accounts 
receivable record, the financial data Subset corresponding 
Substantially to financial aspects of the downloaded accounts 
receivables, and storing the financial accounts receivable in 
a mass storage device located at a location of the seller. 

42. A method according to claim 29 further wherein each 
accounts receivable record includes a (iii) goods or services 
data portion specifying information about the goods or 
services provided for the amount billed, and further wherein 
the system includes creating an electronic goods or services 
record corresponding to each of at least some of the accounts 
receivable records downloaded from the seller accounting 
system, the records recording a Subset of all of the data 
recorded in a downloaded accounts receivable, the data 
Subset corresponding Substantially to goods or services 
aspects of the downloaded accounts receivables, and storing 
the goods or services provided record in a mass storage 
device located at a seller location. 

43. A method according to claim 29 further wherein the 
financial data portion of each account receivable record 
further specifies a payor for the account receivable. 

44. A method according to claim 43 further including 
looking up the collectibility statistics according to the payors 
specified in the accounts receivable records. 

45. A method according to claim 44 further including 
reporting the performance of the periodic pools according to 
which payor is responsible for paying accounts receivable in 
the periodic pool. 

46. A method according to claim 44 including analyzing 
collection data specified in accounts receivable records to 
determine current collection statistics and comparing the 
historical collection statistics with the current collection 
statistics. 

47. A method according to claim 46 further wherein the 
one or more processing systems includes receiving the 
master electronic record and for maintaining electronic 
financial accounting data on each periodic pool. 

48. A method according to claim 29 further wherein each 
accounts receivable record specifies an amount paid on the 
account receivable and further including periodically deter 
mining an amount paid for the accounts receivable in the 
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corresponding periodic pool by electronically reviewing the 
amount paid specified in each account receivable record in 
the periodic pool, and reporting a performance profile for 
one or more of the periodic pools indicating the collections 
obtained. 

49. A method according to claim 29 further including 
processing historic accounts receivable records specifying 
payment history to determine collection timing statistics 
indicating when amounts billed normally get paid. 

50. A method for processing electronic accounts receiv 
able records each specifying an account receivable recorded 
in one or more computer systems for the seller of the account 
receivable, each accounts receivable record including (i) a 
date field specifying a date for the account receivable, and 
(ii) a financial data portion specifying an amount billed to be 
paid by a payor and an amount paid on the corresponding 
amount billed, comprising: 

searching the accounts receivable records and identifying 
records that have a date specified in the date field of the 
record within a predetermined period to identify a 
periodic pool of account receivables representing a 
corresponding periodic pool of accounts receivable; 

creating a new electronic periodic pool record corre 
sponding to a periodic pool of accounts receivable that 
have not yet had an amount advanced against them by 
a third party; 

recording a pool advance amount in a field of the new 
electronic periodic pool record representing an amount 
to be advanced against a value of the periodic pool of 
the accounts receivable; 

searching the accounts receivable records for records 
corresponding to periodic pools of accounts receivable 
other than those corresponding to the new periodic pool 
record, and for determining a total amount paid for each 
of the other periodic pools from the accounts receivable 
records corresponding to the other periodic pools; 

transferring a master electronic record to one or more 
processing systems, the master electronic record 
including the pool advance amount specified in the new 
electronic periodic pool record and an amount collected 
for each of the other periodic pools which showed 
collections in the accounts receivable records; and 

wherein each accounts receivable record specifies an 
amount paid on the account receivable and further 
including periodically determining an amount paid for 
the accounts receivable in the corresponding periodic 
pool by electronically reviewing the amount paid speci 
fied in each account receivable record in the periodic 
pool, and reporting a performance profile for one or 
more of the periodic pools indicating the collections 
obtained. 

51. A method according to claim 50 further wherein the 
one or more processing systems includes receiving collec 
tions data from a third party and reconciling collection data 
from the third party with the collection data for each periodic 
pool for which financial accounting data is maintained on 
the one or more processing systems. 

52. A method for processing electronic accounts receiv 
able records each specifying an account receivable originat 
ing in one or more accounting systems for a seller of the 
account receivable, each accounts receivable record includ 
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ing (i) a date field specifying a date for the account receiv 
able, and (ii) a financial data portion specifying an amount 
billed to be paid by a payor and an amount paid on the 
corresponding amount billed, comprising: 

transmitting from the seller's location accounts receivable 
records to an electronic data interchange system; and 

data processing including: 

(a) receiving accounts receivable records from the elec 
tronic data interchange system and for searching the 
accounts receivables records and identifying records 
that have a date specified in the date field of the record 
within a predetermined period to identify a periodic 
pool of accounts receivables representing a correspond 
ing periodic pool of accounts receivable; 

(b) creating a new electronic periodic pool record corre 
sponding to a periodic pool of accounts receivables that 
have not yet had an amount advanced against them by 
a third party; 

(c) recording a pool advance amount in a field of the new 
electronic periodic pool record representing an amount 
to be advanced against a value of the periodic pool of 
accounts receivable; 

(d) searching the accounts receivable records for records 
corresponding to periodic pools of accounts receivables 
other than those corresponding to the new periodic pool 
record, and for determining a total amount paid for each 
of the other periodic pools from the accounts receivable 
records corresponding to the other periodic pools; and 

(e) transmitting a master electronic record to one or more 
processing systems, the master electronic record 
including the pool advance amount specified in the new 
electronic periodic pool record and an amount collected 
for each of the other periodic pools which showed 
collections in the accounts receivable records. 

53. A method for processing electronic medical accounts 
receivable records, each specifying a receivable recorded in 
one or more computer systems for a seller of the account 
receivable, each accounts receivable record storing data 
including (i) a date field specifying a date for the account 
receivable, (ii) a financial data portion specifying an amount 
billed to be paid by a payor, and (iii) a goods or services data 
portion specifying information about the medical goods or 
medical services provided for the amount billed, compris 
1ng: 

reading the data in the accounts receivable records; 
using the data read from the accounts receivable records 

to create one or more electronic pool records, the one 
or more pool records specifying an amount to be 
advanced against one or more of the accounts receiv 
ables represented in said accounts receivable records; 

recording funds received by said seller for said amount to 
be advanced; 

creating an electronic record which records the identity of 
accounts receivables against which said funds have 
been advanced; and 

wherein each accounts receivable record specifies an 
amount paid on the account receivable and further 
including periodically determining an amount paid for 



US 2007/0203834 A1 

the accounts receivable in the corresponding periodic 
pool by electronically reviewing the amount paid speci 
fied in each account receivable record in the periodic 
pool, and reporting a performance profile for one or 
more of the periodic pools indicating the collections 
obtained. 

54. A method according to claim 33 further including 
using the date read from the accounts receivable records to 
calculate said Sum based on a pool of individual accounts 
receivable having one or more particular dates. 

55. A method according to claim 33 further including 
using the payor read from the accounts receivable records to 
calculate said Sum based on a pool of individual accounts 
receivable having one or more particular payors. 

56. A method according to claim 33 further including 
extracting the date read from the accounts receivable records 
to calculate said Sum based on a pool of individual accounts 
receivable having one or more particular ages. 

57. A method for processing electronic accounts receiv 
able records, comprising: 

one or more computer systems for a seller of an account 
receivable, the account receivable represented by 
accounts receivable records, each accounts receivable 
record specifying the account receivable, each accounts 
receivable record including (i) a date field specifying a 
date for the account receivable, (ii) a financial data 
portion specifying an amount billed to be paid by a 
payor, and (iii) a goods or services data portion speci 
fying information about the goods or services provided 
for the amount billed; 

downloading the accounts receivable records from the 
seller accounting system to one or more other com 
puter systems; 

the one or more other computer systems including: 
creating an electronic financial record corresponding to 

each of at least some of the accounts receivable 
records downloaded from the seller accounting sys 
tem, the financial records recording a financial data 
Subset of the data recorded in a downloaded accounts 
receivable record, the financial data subset corre 
sponding Substantially to financial aspects of the 
downloaded accounts receivable records; 

storing the financial records in a mass storage device 
located at a location of the seller; 

creating all electronic goods or services record corre 
sponding to each of at least some of the accounts 
receivable records downloaded from the seller com 
puter systems, the electronic goods or services records 
recording a subset of the data recorded in the down 
loaded accounts receivable records, the data subset 
corresponding Substantially to goods or services 
aspects of the downloaded accounts receivable records; 

storing the goods or services provided record in a mass 
storage device located at a seller location; 

searching the financial records and identifying records 
that have a date specified in the date field of the record 
within a predetermined period to identify a pool of 
accounts receivable records, with the records specify 
ing a corresponding periodic pool of accounts receiv 
able; and transmitting at least a portion of said pool of 

16 
Aug. 30, 2007 

accounts receivable records which have been identified 
to a remote computer system located remotely from the 
one or more other computer systems. 

58. A method for processing electronic accounts receiv 
able records, each specifying an account receivable recorded 
in one or more computer systems for a seller of the account 
receivable, each accounts receivable record including (i) a 
date field specifying a date for the account receivable, and 
(ii) a financial data portion specifying an amount billed to be 
paid by a payor, comprising: 

searching the accounts receivable records and identifying 
records that have a date specified in the date field of the 
record within a predetermined period to identify a pool 
of accounts receivable records, with the records a 
specifying corresponding periodic pool of accounts 
receivable; 

creating an electronic periodic pool record corresponding 
to the pool of accounts receivable records: 

recording a pool advance amount in a field of the elec 
tronic periodic pool record representing an amount to 
be advanced against a value of the periodic pool of 
accounts receivable; 

electronically transferring the electronic periodic pool 
record to a one or more processing systems; and 

further wherein the financial data portion of each account 
receivable record further specifies a payor for the 
account receivable and the system includes looking up 
the collectibility statistics according to the payors 
specified in the accounts receivable records. 

59. A method for processing electronic accounts-receiv 
able records each specifying an account receivable recorded 
in one or more computer systems for the seller of the account 
receivable, each accounts receivable record including (i) a 
date field specifying a date for the account receivable, and 
(ii) a financial data portion specifying an amount billed to be 
paid by a payor and an amount paid on the corresponding 
amount billed, comprising: 

searching the accounts receivable records and identifying 
records that have a date specified in the date field of the 
record within a predetermined period to identify a 
periodic pool of account receivables representing a 
corresponding periodic pool of accounts receivable; 

creating a new electronic periodic pool record corre 
sponding to a periodic pool of accounts receivable that 
have not yet had an amount advanced against them by 
a third party; 

recording a pool advance amount in a field of the new 
electronic periodic pool record representing an amount 
to be advanced against a value of the periodic pool of 
the accounts receivable; 

searching the accounts receivable records for records 
corresponding to periodic pools of accounts receivable 
other than those corresponding to the new periodic pool 
record, and for determining a total amount paid for each 
of the other periodic pools from the accounts receivable 
records corresponding to the other periodic pools; 

transferring a master electronic record to a one or more 
processing systems, the master electronic record 
including the pool advance amount specified in the new 
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electronic periodic pool record and an amount collected 
for each of the other periodic pools which showed 
collections in the accounts receivable records; and 

further wherein the financial data portion of each account 
receivable record further specifies a payor for the 
account receivable and the system includes looking up 
the collectibility statistics according to the payors 
specified in the accounts receivable records. 

60. A method for processing electronic medical accounts 
receivable records, each specifying a receivable recorded in 
one or more computer systems for a seller of the account 
receivable, each accounts receivable record storing data 
including (i) a date field specifying a date for the account 
receivable, (ii) a financial data portion specifying an amount 
billed to be paid by a payor, and (iii) a goods or services data 
portion specifying information about the medical goods or 
medical services provided for the amount billed, compris 
1ng: 
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reading the data in the accounts receivable records; 
using the data read from the accounts receivable records 

to create one or more electronic pool records, the one 
or more pool records specifying an amount to be 
advanced against one or more of the accounts receiv 
ables represented in said accounts receivable records; 

recording funds received by said seller for said amount to 
be advanced; 

creating an electronic record which records the identity of 
accounts receivables against which said funds have 
been advanced; and 

further wherein the financial data portion of each account 
receivable record further specifies a pay or for the 
account receivable and the system includes looking up 
the collectibility statistics according to the payors 
specified in the accounts receivable records. 
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