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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
HENRY F. MOELLER, OF DAVENPORT, IOW.A. 

BOX - FAST ENER. 

SECEFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 31,930, dated February 10, 1885. 
Application filed August 25, 1884. (No model.) 

To all, whon, it may concern. 
Be it known that I, HENRY F. MoELLER, 

of Davenport, in the county of Scott and State 
of Iowa, have invented certain new and use 
ful Improvements in Packing-Cases, of which 
the following is a specification. 
My invention relates to bottle-cases; and it 

consists in a case provided with a concealed 
latch of peculiar construction, having a thumb 
piece projecting upward through an opening 
in the lid, which opening is covered by the 
Shipping tag or label, so as to prevent the box 
from being opened without first removing the 
tag, Such removal giving evidence that the 
box has been tampered with. 

I desire here to state that, I do not claim, 
broadly, the use of a seal or tag to cover a fast 
ening device, nor, broadly, a spring-bolt or a 
concealed catch or fastening, my claim being 
restricted to features and details of construc 
tion as hereinafter stated. 
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 

a perspective view of my improved case or 
bOX; Fig. 2, a vertical transverse section taken 
just one side of the catch or fastening. 

Bottles containing mineral waters and bever 
ages are now generally shipped in compart 
ment-cases provided with fastenings designed 
to permit the ready opening of the case. Two 
objections to the ordinary constructions have, 
however, presented themselves: first, that the 
cases are frequently opened by unauthorized 
persons and the contents of the bottles par. 
tially or wholly removed; and, second, that 
no fastening yet provided has combined safety 
and durability to the desired degree, the boxes 
or cases almost invariably outlasting the fast 
enings, and requiring the renewal thereof from 
time to time. 
The box and fastening herein described have 

given great Satisfaction in practical use, the 
fastening remaining intact throughout the life 
of the box or case, and affording a secure fast 
ening at all times. 
In the drawings, A indicates the box or 

case, which is preferably divided by parti 
tions into separate compartments or cells; and 
B, the cover, which is provided with cleats C 
on its under side, to prevent the cover from 
warping and to retain it in place, the rear ends 
of the cleats passing under a strip, D, perma 

nently secured to the top of the box or case, 
their sides resting against the inner faces of 
the end pieces of the box, and their ends fit 
ting closely against the inner face of the sides 
of the box when the cover is in place. This 
arrangement avoids the necessity of hinges, 
which would not only add to the cost of the 
case, bit are always liable to be broken or de 
tached with the rough usage which such cases 
receive; but it also prevents the cover from 
shifting about, and relieves the fastening of 
all strain except such as may be applied to 
lifting the cover from the box. This is quite 
an important consideration, as the fastening, 65 
if subjected to lateral strain, as is the case 
with many common forms of fastening, is lia 
ble to be opened or broken thereby. 

In the cover B is formed a slot or opening, 
F, extending through the same, as shown in 7O 
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| Figs. 1 and 2. Beneath this slot or opening 
F is placed the locking device consisting of 
metallic eyes G, in which is mounted a sliding 
bolt, H, encircled and urged forward by a 
spring, I, bearing at one end against one of 75 
the eyes G, and at the other end against a 
shoulder, b, of the bolt H. The forward end 
of the bolt H is beveled to ride upon the 
keeper J, secured to the inner face of the front 
side of the box or case in line with the lower 
side of the cover when the latter is closed, and 
the upper side of the bolt as it stands when 
the lid is down is furnished with an upwardly 
projecting lug, c, which extends into slot F 
and rises to or nearly to the upper side there 
of, as shown in Fig. 2, but which should not 
project above the same, it being desirable that 
there be no projecting part which night be 

So 

accidentally struck and release the fastening. 
The slot Faffords easy access to the lug C with 
out requiring the latter to be brought up to 
the level of the top of the box. 
The operation of the device thus construct 

ed is as follows: The bottles or other goods 
being placed within the box, the rear ends of 
cleats Care inserted beineath strip D, the COver 
pushed back, and its front edge dropped or 
pressed down upon the box, the beveled face 
of the bolt H. riding upon and being forced 
back by the keeper J until in line with the 
under face or locking-shoulder thereof, where 
upon the spring I forces the end of the bolt 
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forward under said face or shoulder, locking 
the lid in place. A tag, label, or shipping 
card, K, is now pasted, tacked, or otherwise se 
cured over the slot or opening F, (preferably 

5 pasted,) and the locking device is thus pro 
tected and cannot be operated without break 
ing the seal or covering K, the destruction or 
injury of which would at once disclose the 
fact that the box had been tampered with. 
I am aware that prior to my invention a 

packing-box has been provided with cleats 
projecting beneath a fixed strip at the rear side 
of the case, and with a spring-bolt moving in 
guides secured to the under side of the lid, 
but requiring the insertion of an implement 
through an opening in the front of the box to 
withdraw the bolt. Such construction I deem 
undesirable because of the necessity of using 
such implement in opening the case, and be 
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bolt having a lateral arm or handle has been 
applied to a packing-case lid or cover, and ar 
ranged to lock into a vertical plate projecting 
from a central partition, the arm being made 
to fold into a recess in its guide-plate when 
not in use, a space being left in rear of said 

cause the case can be opened without detection.. 
I am further aware that a sliding locking 

arm to receive a special seal, and a guard 
plate being provided to cover the seal. This 
construction I also disclaim; and I claim for 
'my device that it renders the special seal and 
covering-plate unnecessary, that there is no 
possibility of the lug or arm of the bolt pro 
truding and being accidentally moved to open 
the case, and that the act of applying the ad 
dress-card serves also to seal the case. 
While disclaiming these forms, what I claim 

as new, and desire to secure by Letters Patent, 
S 

The combination of box or casing A, pro 
vided with strip D and keeper J, cover B, 
provided with slot F and cleats C, eyes G, se 
cured to the under side of the cover, bolt H, 
mounted in said eyes, and having lug c ex 
tending upward into slot F, and spring I, 
adapted to press the bolt forward, said parts 
being constructed and arranged substantially 
as shown and described, whereby the bolt is 
protected against accidental withdrawal, and 
adapted to be covered by the address-card. 

HENRY F. MOELLER. 
Witnesses: 

CARL F. HASS, 
JOHN C. BILLS. 
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