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James Daleo, Long Island, N.Y., and Samuel 

Foglio, Jr., Teaneck, N.J. 
Application September 20, 1950, serial No. 185,874 

This invention relates generally to salesmen's 
sample cases and particularly to a folding port 
able type, convenient for being carried about from 
place to place. 
In the present embodiment of the invention, 

the case is instantly convertible from its portable 
form of a comparatively small closed Suitcase, to 
a table or desk supported pair of open connected 
trays, one of which is of the easel type, standing 
upright, somewhat rearwardly inclined, in which 
the "goods' such as advertising cards or sheets, 
to be displayed are exposed to view and the other 
extends in the horizontal plane of the table Or 
desk on which it rests or is otherwise positioned 
conveniently at hand and accessible as a receiving 
receptacle for temporarily holding the "goods,' 
after they have been exhibited. 
While the case may be used for displaying mer 

chandise of various kinds, it is designed and pri 
marily intended for carrying advertising displays . 
and advertising material, ordinarily in sheet form. 

In displaying the sheets, they are held in the 
easel type tray, for convenience in exposing them 
to view and as they are exhibited one after the 
other, they are temporarily placed in the receiv 
ing tray from which they are subsequently re 
moved and restored to the original container 
before closing the same. . . . . . 
The trays that make up the case are hinged 

together end to end in opposing relation, to open 
into each other and proportioned to fold and 
completely telescope one into the other, thus re 
ducing the case when closed, to the dimensions 
of a single tray, the advantage of which, in a 
portable case, Will be obvious. 
A feature that aids materially in enabling the 

hinge-connected trays to be folded together in 
complete telescoping relation, consists in utilizing 
the end wall of one of the trays as a folding 
extension hinge between them. This is accom 
plished by hinging opposite edges of the end 
Wall to the bottom edge of the adjoining ends 
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the easel typetray, in folded relation, flat against 
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the back of the tray, when the case is closed. 
Other features of the invention, not specially 

mentioned above, will be brought to attention 
in the detail description that follows. 
The accompanying drawing will serve to illus 

trate a construction suitable for carrying the 
invention into effect but, it is to be understood, 
that no limitations are intended by this show 
ing other than are imposed by the appended 
claims. ". 

In the drawings 
Fig. 1 is a view in perspective of the display 

?ase closed. - . . . 

Fig. 2 is a view in side elevation, partly in 
séction, of the display case shown opened to 
expose the contents. . . . . . . . . 

Fig. 3 is a view, in perspective of the same, and 
Fig. 4 is a cross section of the sample case, 

about on the lines -s, of Fig. 2 as it would 
appear, when closed, as shown in Fig. 1. 

Referring now to the drawing, the sample 
case, when closed, as shown in Fig. 1, is in the 
form of a Small upright Suitcase and is provided 
at the upper end with a conventional form of 
U-shaped handle, for convenience in carrying 
it about from place to place. A short trap 2, 
secured fast near the upper end 3 to the outer 
side of the folded-in tray of the case, herein 
after described, is provided at its opposite free 
end 4 with a snap fastener member 5 designed 
to engage a mated member 6 on the outer side 
of the body of the case to hold the case closed, 
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of each of the trays, the arrangement being such 
that when the case is closed, the hinged wall 
assumes its normal position as an outer closure 4 
for the end of the tray in which the exhibited 
sheets are temporarily held and of which it 
forms a part, and when the case is opened, the 
wall folds down to the horizontal plane of the 
table or the like on which the case rests and 
forms a base support for the easel type tray 
above referred to. 
Another important feature of the invention 

consists in the use of a single Snap fastener for 
securing a hinge-connected sectional support for 
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the strap extending between the attached ends 
of the U-shaped handle , as shown. The air 
rangement of the strap 2 may obviously be 
reversed, if desired, or, if preferred, a Small Spiring 
latch of conventional form may be substituted 
for the strap. 
The case consists of an open tray-like body 7, 

the lower end Wall 8 of which, as viewed in Fig. 1, 
is hinged along one edge to the body at 9 and 
to the opposite free edge of the end wall 8, a 
display tray O is hinged at f and dimensioned 
to foid completely into the body member in tele 
scoping relation and close the same, as shown 
in FigS. 1 and 4. A shoulder 88 on the end Wall 
within the body tray to which the handle f is 
attached, serves as a stop to limit the depth of 
the telescoping action. 

Constructed and arranged as described, the 
end Wall 8 serves as a hinge extension of the 
display tray, that enables the tray to be posi 
tioned as shown in Figs. 2 and 3, to exhibit the 
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goods or folded into the body member for trans 
portation, as shown in FigS 1 and 4. 
In opening the case and positioning the dis 

play tray, as in Figs. 2 and 3, to exhibit the goods, 
the end wall 8 is swung outward about the hinge 
9 and comes to rest on the table or the like that 
supports the body tray, extending in the same 
horizontal plane as the main panel or wall of the 
body tray. 
Thus positioned, the Wall 8, in addition to nor 

mally closing the end of the body tray, also serves. 
as a base support for the display tray, to which 
the latter is hinged along the edge if, as above 
described. 
The display tray is given an easel effect When . 

positioned upright, as in FigS. 2 and 3, by in 
clining it rearward and maintaining it thus in 
clined by a suitable support, preferably of the 
form shown, consisting of an assembly of three 
sectional parts 2, 3 and 4, hinge-connected at 
f5 and 6, with the extreme opposite edges of 
the assembly hinged to the tray, as indicated at 

and 8, to fold flat against and cover the 
greater portion or the entire back of the tray, 
whichever is preferred. 

Securing the three-part Support assembly, 
When folded flat against the back of the display 
tray, there is a centrally positioned Snap fastener, 
the members 9 and 20 of which are cooperatively 
attached to the sections 2 and 3 of the tray 
support, as shown in Fig. 2, and when engaged, 
hold the three hinge-connected Sections of the 
support securely in folded position and against 
unfolding or other movement away from the back 
of the tray. If considered desirable or neces 
sary, additional Snap fasteners may obviously be 
provided at or near opposite side edges of the 
sections 2 and 3, but they are not ordinarily 
required. 
As the construction, operation and many im 

portant advantages of the invention will be ap 
parent from the foregoing, it will not be neces 
sary to describe the same at greater length. 
We claim: 
1. A portable sample case, formed of two per 

manently connected members relatively movable 
about the connection to permit opening and clos 
ing of the case at will, the said members being 
in the form of two open trays, one serving as a 
sample-holding tray and the other as a closure 
for the same, each tray being permanently walled 
in at the sides and One end only by a continuous 
rigid wall structure, fixedly secured, the trays be 
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ing hinged together at one end and movable about 

3. 

4 
the hinge to enter one into the other in telescop 
ing relation with the open end of the Sample 
holding tray adjoining the permanently closed 
end of the closure tray, the connection between 
the trays being formed by hinging a panel that 
forms a movable end Wall of the aforesaid closure 
tray at one edge to the bottom of the tray to 
open outwardly as a continuation of said tray 
bottom and hinging the opposite edge of the 
aforesaid panel to the bottom of the fixedly Se 
cured end wall that closes the adjoining end of 
the sample-holding tray, permitting the latter to 
be moved about the hinged connection to any 
position desired and entered bodily into the first 
mentioned tray with the hinge-connected end 
Walls of the two trays folded one on the other in 
close relation forming a double thick reinforce 
ment.for that portion that forms the bottom of 
the case When closed, a releasable fastener Se 
Curing the free ends of the trays together to close 
the case, and means for Supporting the sample 
holding tray in an upright position when the case 
is open. 

2. A portable sample case, as defined in claim 
1, in which the side walls of the sample-holding 
tray extend from its Walled-in hinged end 
throughout a portion only of its length and ter 
minate short of its opposite open free end, and 
a shouldered stop is provided in the closure tray 
near the top in the rigid end Wall thereof adapted 
to be engaged by the aforesaid free end of the 
first mentioned tray to limit the telescoping depth 
of one tray into the other and utilize the trays 
as closures for each other. 
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