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the lowest tab 12 must swing, said tab will usu 
ally be completely severed from the body of flap 2 
40. In so raising the tabs access may be ob 
tained to the interior of the carton and a portion 
ör all of the contents thereof may be removed by 

• pouring the same therefrom or removing the 
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same by means of a spoon or like utensil. 
Many packaged naterials when exposed to the 

air tend to lose their quality. For instance, in 
the case of tea, Spices or coffee, particularly 
ground coffee, exposure to the air results in loss 
of alroma, which, of course, is detirimenta1 to the 
reSultant; flavor or Strength of the material. It; 
is infrequent; that when a package of Such mate= | 
rial is initially opened that it is immediately en 
tirely used. Almost invariably a very minor por 
tion of the material is used and the remainder 
is Stored for future use. It is the period after the 
initial opening of the package that the contents 
depreciate, particularly as in the conventional 
form of Cardboard package, where no provision is 
Imade for conveniently and effectively reclosing 
the package to prevent, excessive exposure of the 
contents, Materialis other than those which 
suffer from loss of alroma may be detirinnentaly 
effected by exposure. For instance, the effect of 
noisture upon salt, soap chips, scouring powder, 
Cookies, etc., are notable examples. - 

Accordingly, as a feature of my invention, 
rneans is provided whereby the composite tab 29 
may be effectively reclosed and maintained in 
Comparative air-tight; position. It will be noted 
that the tabs f2, 8 , and 25 are progressively 
larger in area in the order named and that the 
largeSt; tab is at the top and the Smallest at the 
bottom, . This, of course, permaits the raising of 
the composite tab 29 from the top, 6, but effectively 
prevents depressing of Said tab, into the interior 
of the carton, Ira addition, it will be noted that 
no lines of perforation connect the outer ends of 
the lines : 13-13, 18-d8 or 24-24, defining 
tongues 28, 2 ??? and 26 respectively. Consequent 
ly, Said tongues if fiexed upwardly or downwardly 
IpOSSeSS a comparatively high degree of resiliency) 
It will also be noted that the comparative lengths 
of tabS 8 and 2.5 are such that tab, 25, overhangs 
tab, 18 adjacent, the tongues 26 and 2", and that 
tongue 2T is longer than tongue 26. Therefore, 
if, upon lowering composite tab 29 to the plane 
of the top 5, tongues 26 and 2?? are fiexed upward!~ 
iy to pernit; the end of tab, 25 to pass beneath 
tongue, 21, Said latter tongue, assisted by the fiex 
?ure of tongue 25 3will Serve to urge and retain the 
Composite tab 28 in Seated or closed position. In 
"other words, tongues 26 and 21 act, as a resilient; 
latch holding composite tab 29 in seated position : 
and thereby preventing undue exposure of the 
contents of the carton to the air, 

It is to be understood, of course, that I do not 
wish to be limited to the precise structure shown 
and described since my invention is broadly di 
rected to a carton or container top, which is char 
acterized in that it comprises more thatra one ply. 
Moreover, any tab Size or Shape is broadly con= 
templated in my invention. 
I clairn as my invention: 
1. Aim article of the claSS described which gom 

priSeS in combination, a container having side 
Walls, a bottom and ..., a three-ply top, the plies 
comprising Said top being provided with lines of 
perforation definitag a tab swingable from the 
|plane of the ???Op, the plies comprising Said top 
being further provided with lines of perforation 
defining tongues adjacent an end of Said tab, the 
upper ply of Said tab being offset to Overhang , a, 
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| lower ply and to albut thereon, and a lower ply of 
Sadd tongue being offset to project; from beneath 
an upper ply thereof and being adapted to be 
withdrawn from under and to overlap the over 
hariging ply of Said tab to hold it in pressed rela 
tion against the abutment formed by the lower 
plies thereof., and to maintain said tab in reclosed 
IpOSltion upon said top, 

2. An article of the class described which com 
prises in combination, a container having side 
WallS, a botton and a three-ply top, the plies 
COInpriSing Said top being continuations of Said 
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Side Walls and provided with lines of perforation : 
defining a tab Swingable from the plane of the 
tOp to define ara opening therein, the plies con= 
prising Said top being further provided with lines 
Of perforation defining tongues adjacent an end 
Of Sadd tab, the upper ply of said tab being offset 
to Overhang a lower ply and to albut thereon, and 
& lower ply of Said tongue being offset and pro 
Jecting beneath the upper ply of said tab, said 

| prOjecting ply of Said tongue being adapted to be 
Withdrawn from beneath and to overlap the over 
hanging ply of Said tab to hold it in pressed re= 
lation against; the abutment; formed by the lower plies thereof, and to maintain said tabin reciosed 
position upon said top, 

3. An article of the class described which con 
priSeS in combination, a container having side 

* WallS, a bott:Orn and a * three-ply top, the plies 
GOrnprisiirag Said top being provided with lines of 
perforation defining a multi-ply tab hingedly 
GOnnected to the top and Swingable from the 
plane Of the top to define an opening therein, the 
plies Comprising Said top being further provided 
With lines Of perforation defining tongues in albut 
ting IrelationShip to the ends of said tab, the 
albutinents of One plly not registering with the 
albutments of another ply the upper ply of Said 
t&ub being Offset to overhang a lower ply and to 
abut thereOn, and a lower ply of said tongue being 
OffSet to project from beneath an upper ply, said 
projecting ply of Said tongue being adapted to 
be Withdrawn from under and to overlap the 
OVerhanging ply Cf Said tab to hold it in pressed 
relatiOral against; the abutinent formed by thellowr 
er plies thereof, and to maintain said tab in re 
ClOSed pOSition upon Said top with the aid of the 
?uppeTrinOSt, ply of Said tongue, 

4. An alf??cle of the class described which com- 5) 
prises in Combination, a container having side 
Walls, a bottom and a three-ply top, said top 
GOnlpriSing a plurality of fillaps adhesively united 
together, Said top being provided with lines of 
perforation defining a tab, the lines defining 
three Sides of the tab being readilly severable, said 
top being further provided with readilly seyerable 
lineS Of perforation : defining three sides of a 

- tongue, a perforation line being common to both 
tab and tongue in each ply in staggered relation 
to that of another ply, Said tab being hingedly 
GOnnected to the top proper and being swingable 
from the plane of the top to expose an opening 
in the tOP, an upper ply of Said tab being offset to 
overhaltag a lower ply thereof and to albut thereon, 
a loWer ply of Said tongue being offset to project 
?rora beneath an upper ply, said projecting ply of 
Sadd tongue normally extending ??nder the ??upper 
??nOSt, ply of Said tab and adapted to be withdrawn 
frr:Orn thereunder to overlap the overhanging ply 
of Said tab and to be urged downwardly to its nor 
??inal plane by the ply of the upper torague to main 
tain Said tab in reclosed position upon said top, 

5. A. Container top comprising a plurality of 
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plies of fibrous material adhesively united to- 15 



gether, each of Said plies covering the entire area 
Of “the top, the plies comprising Sadd top being 
provided with lines of perforation defining a tab 
SWingable from the plane of the top, the ples 
COmprising Said top being further provided with 
lines of perforation defining a tongue albutting 
an end of Said tab on each ply, the upper ply of 
Said tab being offset to overhang a lower ply and 
albut thereon, and a lower ply of Said tongue being 

offset to project from beneath an upper ply 
' thereoff and adapted to be maintained in its nor 
mall plane thereby, Said projecting ply of Sadd 
tongue being adapted to have its end withdrawn 
from under and to overlap the overhanging ply of 
Said tab to maintain Sadd tab in reclosed position 
?upon Sadd top with the add of the uppermost ply 
of Said, tongue, 
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