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Claim. (C. 248-145) 

This invention relates to an improved novel mail box 
Support of the type which is yieldably swingable in 
opposite directions. 
The desirability of a swingable mail box support of 

the type referred to generally above is well appreciated 
in rural areas, particularly those in which heavy snows 
are not uncommon, in Such areas, snow plows and 
other road equipment are widely used, and when, as 
is usual, such equipment operates beyond the shoulders 
of a road, mail boxes located along said shoulders are 
ofteil damaged. 
At the same time, the mail boxes must be positioned 

adjacent the road, so as to be accessible to the mail 
carrier. 

in view of the above, the main object of the present 
invention is to provide a swingable mail box support 
that will be so designed as to normally dispose a mail 
box at a location where it can be easily reached by the 
carrier through the window of his vehicle, without the 
necessity of his driving the vehicle of the road shoulder, 
the Support being nevertheless designed to permit the 
mail box to be yieldably swung in either direction without 
ciamage thereto, by Snow plows, sanding trucks, etc. 

It is appreciated that Swinging mail box supports are 
not broadly new, and we are aware of . other devices 
previously conceived for the same general purpose. How 
ever, an important feature of the mail box support con 
stituting the present invention resides in the particular 
means which we have devised for normally holding the 
mail box in a selected location, while at the same time per 
mitting the mail box to be swingably moved in either 
direction without damage thereto. Said means, in our 
invention, is fully balanced so as to assure identical paths 
of movement of the mail box, when swung in opposite 
directions, said means being so designed as to cushion 
the nail box against undesirable shocks at the opposite 
extremes of its travel in either direction from its normal 
position. 
Another object of importance is to provide a support 

of the type stated which will be particularly designed 
in a manner to facilitate adjustment of the mail box as 
to the height thereof from the ground surface, said 
adjustment being carried out without the necessity of 
detaching or changing the functional characteristics of 
the means used for controlling the Swinging movement 
of the mail box. 
Another object of importance is to provide a mail box 

support cf the character stated which will be attractive, 
Substantially trouble free in operation, and capable of 
manufacture at a relatively low cost, considering the 
benefits to be obtained from the use thereof. 

Other objects will appear from the following descrip 
tion, the claim appended thereto, and from the annexed 
drawing in which like reference characters designate 
like parts throughout the several views, and wherein: 

Figure 1 is a side elevational view of a mail box sup 
port formed in accordance with the present invention, 
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in Figures 2 and 3. 
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said support ... being illustrated in operative association 
with a mail box; ... . 

Figure 2 is an enlarged, fragmentary view partly in 
elevation and partly in section taken from the line. 2-2 
of Figure 1; and S 

Figure 3 is a sectional view taken substantially on 
line 3-3 of Figure 2. 

Referring to the drawings in detail, the illustrated mail 
box Support comprises an elongated, tubular ground post 
i0 having a point 12 at its lower end and rigid, diametri 
cally opposite vertical vanes 14 intermediate its ends. 
The construction illustrated permits the ground post to 
be driven into the ground G with substantial ease and 
facility, it being apparent that the ground post, when 
so driven, will be anchored against rotatable movement 
and will be firmly held in a stationary, vertical position. 
The ground post 10 is formed open at its upper end, 

to receive the lower end of a rotatable standard 16, 
said standard being formed with a longitudinal series 
of openings 8, for a purpose to be made presently 
apparent. 
At its upper end, the standard 16 is integrally formed 

with an elongated, horizontally disposed arm 20, an 
ornamental brace rod 22 being employed to rigidify the 
arm 28 relative to the standard 6. 
At its free end, the arm. 20. has a rectangular base 

24 secured thereto, by bolts 26, said base being adapted 
to Support a conventional rural mail box 28 having, at 
opposite sides thereof, depending longitudinal flanges 30 
apertured longitudinally to receive fastening elements 32, 
that extend into opposite sides of the mail box base 24. 
The means employed for normally holding the mail . 

box in a selected position, comprises a support plate 34, 
said plate being approximately...rectangular in configura 
tion and being. Substantially elongated, as best shown 

At its midlength portion, the plate 
34 is welded or otherwise rigidly secured to the upper 
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end portion of the ground post 20, the support plate 
being wholly positioned in a horizontal plane normal to 
the axis of rotation of the standard 6. * . 
At its opposite ends, the support plate 34 has rigidly 

Secured thereto upstanding anchor pins 36, said anchor 
pins receiving eyes 33 affixed to the outer ends of elon 
gated, cylindrical spring housings 46. The housings or 
cylinders 40 are thus pivotally connected at their outer 
ends to the respective anchor pins. At their inner ends, 
the cylinders are open, and are externally threaded and 
have caps 42 thereon. 

i isposed within each cylinder 40 is an inner coil 
spring 44, said coil spring 44 extending from the cap 42 
to the midlength location of its associated cylinder. In 
each cylinder, there is also an outer coil spring 46, which 
extends from the outer end wall of the cylinder to the 
midlength location thereof. Interposed between the 
facing ends of the springs 44, 46 is a disc-like piston 
48 affixed to one end of a piston rod 50, that is slidable 
in and projects beyond the cap 42. 
The inner projecting end of the piston rod Sassociated 

with each cylinder 48 has a clevis 52, the respective 
clevises straddling opposite side edges of a flat ear 54. 
The clevises 52 and the ear 54 have registering apertures, 
receiving pivot pins 56 or the like, thus to pivotally 
connect the piston rods 58, at their outer ends, to said 
Ca. 

The ear 54 is welded or otherwise fixedly attached to 
the midlength portion of a relatively short sleeve 58, 
said sleeve being rotatably circumposed on the upper 
end of the ground post. The sleeve 58, at its upper 
end, has diametrically opposite openings receiving a bolt 
60, said bolt being passed through a selected opening 
18 of the rotatable standard 16. 
By reason of this arrangement, the standard 16 and 
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the sleeve 58 are rigidly joined to one another, and 
rotate together upon the ground post 10. The support 
plate 34, of course, remains stationary with the ground 
post, but the ear 54 swings about the axis of rotation 
of the standard and sleeve, by reason of its rigid connec 
tion to the sleeve. - 

It will be seen that this construction necessarily dis 
poses - the rural mail box in a predetermined, normal 
position in which the extension 20 is extended perpen 
dicularly to the longitudinal center lines of the cylinders 
40, the cylinders 40 being coaxially alinged in this posi 
tion of the parts. It is further to be noted that in this 
position of the parts, the several springs 44, 46 are 
not under compression, and the pistons 48 are disposed 
medially between opposite ends of their associated 
cylinders. 

In this position of the mail box, it is conveniently dis 
posed for a mail carrier, and can be located adjacent 
the road shoulder, so that the carrier need not drive 
his vehicle off the shoulder. At the same time, the 
ground post 10 is disposed well away from the shoulder, 
so as not to be struck by snow removal equipment, 
road trucks, etc. 

Assuming that road equipment is being used, that is 
operating off the shoulder, the striking of the mail box : 
28 by said equipment will not damage the same, since 
the mail box and the extension 20 will yield, and will 
swing out of the path of the vehicle engaging the same. 
When the mail box is swung away from its normal 

position in this manner, one piston 48 will be shifted 
toward the outer end of its associated cylinder, while 
the other piston 48 will be drawn toward the inner 
end of its associated cylinder. 
spring 46 to be compressed, with the spring 44 of the 
other cylinder also being compressed. A balanced action : 
is thus obtained, that cushions the movement of the 
mail box in either direction, said movement of the nail 
box in either direction being maintained under the 
desired, balanced control at all times, so as to place no. 
greater strain on the parts when the mail box is swung 
in one direction than would be imposed if it were swung 
in the other direction. At the same time, the cushioning 
means is adapted to return the mail box to its normal 
position, the return movement of the box again being 
controlled, so as to impart no shocks to the box at the 
extreme limits of its travel. 

It is believed apparent that the invention is not neces 
sarily confined to the specific use or uses thereof described 
above, since it may be utilized for any purpose to which 
it may be suited. Nor is the invention to be necessarily 
limited to the specific construction illustrated and described 

This will cause one 
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4. 
above, since such construction is only intended to be 
illustrative of the principles of operation and the means 
presently devised to carry out said principles, it being 
considered that the invention comprehends any minor 
change in construction that may be permitted within the 
Scope of the appended claim. 
What is claimed is: 
In a mail box support, a vertical post having an upper 

end, said post being relatively stationary, a standard 
having a lower end engaged in said upper end of the 
post, a sleave rotatably surrounding said standard and 
supportably engaged with the upper end of the post, a 
lateral mail box carrying arm on said standard, a hori 
Zontal support plate fixed at a point intermediate its 
ends to said post at the upper end of the post, means 
fixing said sleeve and said standard together for rota 
tion together in opposite directions relative to the post, 
Said support plate having opposed end portions projecting 
beyond opposite sides of the post, an ear fixed to said 
sleeve and projecting laterally therefrom across said sup 
port plate, first double action spring means connected 
at one end to an end portion of the support plate and 
at its other end to said ear, and second double action 
spring means connected at one end to the other end of 
the support plate and at its other end to the ear, each 
of Said spring means comprising a cylinder having a 
ccsed end and an open end, said cylinder being positioned 
in the plane of said ear and along said support plate, 
means pivotally securing the closed end of the cylinder 
to an end of the Support plate, a rod pivoted at one 
end to an end of the ear and having another end enter 
ing the open end of the cylinder, a piston on said other 
end of the rod closure means closing the open end of 
the cylinder and traversed by said rod, a first helical 
spring in the cylinder between its closed end and said 
piston, and a second helical spring in the cylinder between 
said closure means and the piston, said springs normally 
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being in uncompressed condition. 

References Cited in the file of this patent 
UNITED STATES PATENTS 

963,329 Shank ----------------- July 5, 1910 
1,440,043 Wright.----- ----------- Dec. 26, 1922 
1,645,768 Morten ---------------- Oct. 18, 1927 
2,348,101 Appel ------------------ May 2, 1944 
2,522,983 Bergstrom -------------- Sept. 19, 1950 
2,550,338 Dunagan --------------- Apr. 24, 1951 

FOREIGN PATENTS 
355,823 Great Britain ---------------- of 1941 

  


