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To all whom it half concern. . . . 
IBe it known that I, JOHN BOHLEN, of Big 

Rapids, in the county of Mecosta and State 

O 

of Michigan, have invented a new and Im 
proved Line or Hammock Holder, of which 
the following is a full, clear, and exact de 
scription. - 

My invention relates to line-holding de 
vices, and particularly to such as are em 
ployed for the support and clamping of 
clothes-lines in a taut condition and for hold 
ing hammocks, &c. 
The objects of my invention are to provide 

an improved device of the type indicated, 
which will be cheap to produce, dispensing 
with machine work for finishing the same, 
and that will afford a line-holder having a 
free lateral rocking movement to adapt it to 
accommodate the line when it trends in di 
agonaldirections at either side, thereby avoid 
ing strain on its parts. 
A further object is to produce a line-holder 

that will reliably clamp a clothes-line and re 

35 

gitudinal line near the transverse center of 

45 

tainitin a stretched condition while weight is 
supported by the line. 
To these ends my invention consists in the 

construction and combination of parts, as is 
hereinafter described and claimed. 

Reference is to be had to the accompanying 
drawings, forming a part of this specification, 
in which similar figures of reference indicate 
corresponding parts in both of the views. 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the im 
proved line-holder, showing a clamped line in 
part by dotted lines; and Fig. 2 is a sectional 
side view of the improvement taken on a lon 
said device. 
The improved line-holder consists of three 

pieces that are so shaped as to produce a very 
effective device, and for economy in manu 
facture, which is a first essential in Such a 
fixture, said parts by their peculiar form are 
adapted to be cast into shape complete, so 
that when cleaned to remove molding-sand 
by the usual means, the three pieces can be 
put together without requiring any machine 
work, thus affording a superior novel line 
holder at a very low cost. 

In the drawings, the bracket-plate 10 Will 
be seen to consist of an oblong metal body, 
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the upper edge of which is deeply notched, as 
indicated at 10", thus producing two limbs 
10. Below the notch 10° an outwardly-pro 
jecting boss 11 is formed on the front surface 
of the bracket-plate, and on the forward por 
tion of the boss two integral pintles 12 13 are 
produced, projecting, respectively, from the 
upper and lower sides of the boss in the same 
vertical plane. The lowerpintle 13 is shorter 
than the upper One, and opposite it an aper 
ture 10°isformed in the bracket-plate. Three 
screw-holes 10' are produced in the bracket 
plate, one in each limb 10 and one near the 
lower end of the plate, these being formed in 
casting the plate, and it will be noticed that 
by providing the notch 10° and aperture 109 
in the bracket-plate the molding of the cylin 
dric pintles 1213ispermitted without setting 
cores, which cheapens the production of the 
bracket-plate in complete form. 
The swivel-block 14, that engages the 

bracket-plate 10, is constructed of metal and 
has a comparatively heavy ear 14 formed on 
the side that in service is nearest to and op 
posite the notch 10 of the bracket-plate, and 
below this ear a smaller ear 14 is formed that 
projects parallel with the ear 14 in the same 
direction. There is sufficient space between 
the ears 14° 14 to admit the boss 11 between 
them, and to facilitate the connection of the 
bracket-plate and swivel-block the upper ear 
on the latter is deeply slotted at its front, as 
shown at 14, the slot having its bottom wall 
incurved to adaptit to fit on the upper pintle 
12. The lower ear 14 is notched in its rear 
edge and similarly curved in its bottom, so 
that it may rest against the front surface of 
the lower pintle 13, when the parts of the 
line-holder are assembled. Two spaced up 
right limbs 14' are formed on the ear 14, one 
at each side of the slot 14, and at the forward 
edge of the ear where it joins the depending 
body of the swivel-block on the upper ends 
of these limbs a lip 14 is formed, which lips 
project toward the bracket-plate when the 
Swivel-block is in position thereon. On the 
lower end of the swivel-block two guard-fin 
gers 145 are formed, which project from op 
posite edges of the lower ear 14 in advance 
of the swivel-block body, a space of suitable 
width intervening said guard-fingers, 
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It will be clear that the swivel-block 14 may 
be readily placed in working connection with 
the bracket-plate 10 by sliding the upper ear 
14 over the upper pintle 12 and then resting 
the lower ear 14 against the lower pintle 13; 
and as the latter is thus loosely embraced by 
the motohed ear, and a shoulder 11 on the 
boss 11 is then projected over the lower ear 
14, it will be seen that the swivel-block is 
loosely secured on the bracket-plate, free to 
rock sidewise until it strikes the plate at 
either side of its boss, but is prevented by the 
shoulder 11 from upward movement while 
the block bears on the pintles. 
A clamping-lever 16 is the completing mem 

ber of the improved line-holder, and, as rep 
resented, this lever consists of an elongated 
piece of metal, having a fork 16 formed at 
its upper end and a toe-piece 16 at its lower 
end. Between the ends of the clamping-lever 
16, at the side which is rearward in use, a 
projection or arm 16 is formed, that is of 
such a breadth as will permit it to pass loosely 
between the limbs 14, and on the inner end 
of the arm two trunnions 16 are oppositely 
projected from its sides. 
The lever 16 is preferably bent between its 

ends and the intermediate arm 16', as shown, to 
adapt it to receive a clothes-line or other line 
it is to clamp. The length of the arm 16° is 
so proportioned that it will extend far enough 
rearward to allow the trunnions 16 to be in 
troduced behind the limbs 14, and the lower 
end portion of the lever should then be per 
mitted to loosely enter between the guard 
fingers 14*. 
When the lever 16 is slid into place, its 

trunnions 16 will be loosely retained in rock 
ing connection with the limbs 14' by the lips 
149 and also by the upper end portion of the 
pintle 12, that is projected above the boss 11 
for that purpose. 

By reason of the peculiar shapes given to the 
swivel-block 14 and clamping-lever 16, these 

45 parts are adapted for casting without cores by 
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usual methods for producing light hardware, 
and therefore can be rapidly and cheaply 
made. 
In service, if a proper number of the im 

proved line-holders is provided, which are se 
cured at desired points on posts or other stable 
supports, a clothes-line can be quickly and 
reliably stretched and held taut and the line be 
drawn at any angle sidewise, said line being 
passed over the top of the lever 16 and rest 
ing in its crotch, and thence extending down 
between the level and Swivel-block to be 
pressed against the latter between the guard 
fingers 145 by the lower end of the lever, as 
shown by dotted lines in Fig. 1, or the line may 
in some cases be drawn outsidewise above the 
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toe on the lower end of the lever and above 
the guard-fingers, if the device entire is to be 
merely used as a line-support intermediate of 
the ends of the same, the latter being Se 
curely held by the clamping-lever as has been 
explained. 

Usually but a single line-holder will be re 
quired for retaining a line stretched in a taut 
condition, as the clothes-line may be fastened 
to a stable support at a proper elevation from 
the ground by one end of the line and then 
passed through common screw-eyes that pro 
ject from other supports at a proper distance 
from each other. The opposite end of the 
clothes-line is clamped by the improved hold 
er, as hereinbefore explained, after the line 
has been stretched to render it taut, and thus 
dispenses with the usual props that are needed 
if the line is not rendered taut before use. 
Having thus described my invention, I 

claim as new and desire to secure by Letter's 
Patent 

1. In a line holder, the combination with a 
bracket-plate having a boss, aligned pintles 
extending from the top and bottom of the 
boss, said boss being formed with a shoulder 
at the junction of the lower pintle there with, 
a swivel-block having notched cars engaging 
the pintles, the lower ear projecting under 
the shoulder on the boss, spaced forwardly-ex 
tending guard fingers on the lower ear of the 
swivel -block and spaced limbs projecting 
from the upper ear and provided at their up 
per ends with lips, of a clamping lever having 
a fork at its upper end, an intermediate arm. 
on said lever, and aligning trunnions on said 
arm lying between the limbs on the upper ear 
and below their lips, and opposite the upper 
end of the upper pintle, the lower end of said 
lever working between the guard fingers of 
the swivel-block, substantially as described. 

2. In a line holder, the combination with a 
bracket having a boss at its front, and aper 
tures one above and the other below said boss, 
and aligned pintles extending from the top and 
bottom of the boss, a shoulder being formed 
at the junction of the lower pintle with the 
boss, of a swivel-block having notched ears 
engaging the pintles at opposite points, the 
lower ear extending under the shoulder on the 
boss, spaced limbs projecting from the upper 
ear and having lips at their upper ends, and 
a clamping lever forked at its upper end, and 
having an arm formed with aligning trun 
nions lying between the upper pintle, the 
limbs on the upper ear and the lips thereon, 
substantially as described. 

JOIN BOILEN. 
Witnesses: 

JNO. T. CLARK, 
WM. M. FERGUSON, 
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