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To all whom. it may concern: L
Be it known that I, Isaac ARNOLD, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Ottawa,
in the county of Franklin and State of Kan-
sas, have invented new and useful Improve-
ments in Letter-Holders, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification. .
*This invention relates to letter holders,
the object in view being to provide a device
in the nature of a holder for letters and other
mail matter to be collected by the postman,
the device providing for the display of let-
ters in a position where they will be readily

- noticed by the postman and also embody-
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ing means-controlled by the action of grav-
ity for holding the letters securely in place
while adapting them to be readily removed

- by the postman. The device is also adapt-
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ed for the delivery of letters by the postman
at any place. . LT ) :
- With the above and other objects in view,

* the nature of which will more fully appear

as the description proceeds, the invention
consists in the novef)construct’ion, combina-
tion and arrangement of parts as herein fully
described, illustrated and claimed. -

. In the accompanying drawings:—Figure |

1 is a front elevation of a letter holder em-
bocilying*the present invention, illustrating
in dottéd lines a letter held therdby, TFig.

2 is a Yertical longitudinal section through
the same,

Fig. 3 is a horizontal section
thereof. - Lo
_The device’ comFrises essentially 4 back
or base 1 preferably formed of sheet metal

- having the lower edge thereof bent outward
- +to-form a bottom stop flange 2 against which

the'letters are adapted to rest at their bot-
tom edges as indicated by dotted lines in

Fig. 1. The remaining ‘edges of the sheet

. metal back are bent to the opposite or back

"3 and side marginal flanges 4.
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side of the base to form & top marginal flange
1l of these
flanges serve to brace and reinforce the base
orbackl. = . o
‘Arranged in front of the back or base 1 is

a follower 5 which is shown for convenience

in the form of a disk or wheel-shaped plate -

embodying an outer annular rim 6 and
spokes 7 connected together centrally as
sﬁown at 8. This follower is provided at
Oﬁ)pos;ite places with bearings or eyes 9
through which passes the shaft portion 10
of a bail-shaped hanger-embodying a pair
of arms 11 embracing the opposite side edges
of the base and provided with inbent pin-
tles 12 which are inserted through openings

13 provided therefor in the side’ marginal-

bracing flanges 4.
By means of the construction above de-
scribed, the bail-shaped hanger is adapted

‘to swing on the pintles 12 as a center and

the follower 5 is also adapted to swing or
turn on the hanger by means of the bearings
9. By reason of the fact that the pivot
points 12 are arranged in rear of the plane of
the follower 5, the latter is caused to swing
by gravity toward the base or back 1 there-
by holding any letters or mail matter against

the base which may be placed between the

follower and the base.
I claim:— S
1. A letter holder comprising a base, a

follower, and a-.swinging hanger connecting.
)] A

the follower dnd base and pivotally coit-
tiettetl to the base to ciuss &
move by gravity toward the base, the fol-
lower being pivotally supported on the
hanger. _
2. A letter holder comprising a base em-

18 follower to
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bodying an outwardly projecting stop flange, .

a follower, and a swinging hanger connect-
ing the follower and base and pivotally con-
nected to the base to cause the follower to
move by gravity toward the base. '

In testimony
in presence of two witnesses.

- Witnesses:
" Maupe CoNarp,
S. A, HesTER.

ISAAC ARNOLD.
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whereof I affix my signature -~ -



