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8 Claims. (Cl. 84—279)

The present invention relates to a violin and more
particularly to a violin with a chin rest.

The present invention is an improvement of the struc-
ture disclosed in U.S. patent application Serial No.
33,530, filed June 2, 1960, now Patent No. 3,090,275.
In accordance with the present invention a violin is
provided having a chin rest that is clamped or affixed
to the body of the violin through carrier means disposed
on the violin body at a position where there will be no
undue or excessive pressure on the violin body so that
there will be no detrimental effect on the sonority of
the instrument or the quality of musical sounds or tones
emitted therefrom when in use by the musician.

It is another object of the present invention to provide
a chin rest that may be readily and easily affixed to and
detached from the violin body as desired.

It is another object of the present invention to pro-
vide a chin rest for detachable connection to a violin
and carrier means for supporting the chin rest which
chin rest may be readily and easily interchanged with
other chin rests without any damage to the instrument.

It is another object of the present invention to provide
a carrier means that is disposed in a relatively strong
or rigid portion of the violin instrument and which car-
rier means holds the tailpiece of the instrument as well
as a chin rest detachably connected thereto.

It is still another object of the present invention to
provide carrier means disposed on a violin instrument
body with cooperating chin rest means that can be de-
tachably connected to the carrier means by sliding it into
position thereon and thereafter fixing it in a rigid po-
sition until it is desired to remove the chin rest there-
from.

It is another object of the present invention to pro-
vide an instrument having carrier means for holding the
tailpiece of the instrument and a detachable chin rest,
which carrier means and chin rest have coacting or co-
operating track or guide means and tongue means for
slidably mounting the chin rest on the guide means.

Tt is yet another object of the present inventicn to
provide a carrier means that holds the tailpiece of the
instrument as well as a detachable chin rest means and
which carrier means permits the tailplece to have lateral
play with respect to the carrier means so that the car-
rier means in no way interferes with the quality of the
musical tones or somority of the instrument.

Various other objects and advantages of the present
invention will be readily apparent from the following de-
tailed description when considered in connection with
the accompanying drawings forming a part thereof and
in which:

FIGURE 1 is a longitudinal sectional view of a violin
embodying the present invention;

FIGURE 2 is a fragmentary transverse end view taken
from the left side of FIGURE 1, with the chin rest em-
bodied in the present invention shown in section;

FIGURE 3 is a fragmentary plan view of the violin
embodying the present invention with the chin rest being
indicated by a dot-dash line; and

FIGURE 4 is an end view similar to FIGURE 2 but
illustrating a modification of the invention.
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Referring to the drawings, the reference numeral 1
generally designates the top or top wall or side of the
violin body. The violin body is provided with the usual
bridge 2 supported on the top 1 for carrying the violin
strings. The violin is provided with a back 3 which
forms the lower wall of the instrument and the front
or top 1 and the back 3 are disposed in spaced rela-
tionship with each other by a tie or block 4 of rela-
tively thin configuration and a relatively thick block 5.
Referring to FIGURE 1 it is apparent that the blocks
4 and 5 are provided with a substantially tapered or
conical recess extending completely therethrough with
the inner end of the taper having a diameter substan-
tially less than the diameter of the outer end of the
recess. This recess or bore in blocks 4 and 5 has a
button fixedly mounted therein comprising a bushing 6
and a core element 7. The bushing 6 is preferably made
of wood or it may be of an appropriate synthetic ma-
terial and is provided with an enlarged head on the
outer end thereof which has a diameter substantially
greater than the largest diameter of the bore in the
blocks 4 and 5. The bushing 6 is provided with a
central bore or recess extending completely therethrough
with an enlarged outer section and an inner section hav-
ing a reduced diameter so as to form a shoulder there-
between to receive the core element or member 7 with
the enlarged diameter of the outer end of the core 7
being disposed in the enlarged portion of the central
bore in the bushing 6 so that the shoulder formed be-
tween the two different diameter sizes of the core ele-
ment 7 abuts against the shoulder formed in the cen-
tral bore of the bushing 6. The portion of the button or
bushing 6 which is disposed outwardly of the tie or block
4 is provided with an internally threaded upwardly di-
rected radial bore 8§ to receive the lower threaded por-
tion 9a of a clamping shank or member 9. The shank
9 is also provided with an upper externally threaded por-
tion $b which is engaged in an internally threaded hole
or bore 19 disposed in the lower portion or downwardly
projecting portion 11a of a carrier member 11. The
shank 9 is provided with a median cylindrical portion
9c provided with a plurality of spaced radial bores 12
for receiving the cylindrical shank of a tool or imstru-
ment for turning the shank 2 in steps of approximately
The threads of the portions 9z and $b and also
the corresponding threads of the bores § and 10 are of
opposite pitch so that one is a right hand thread and
the other is a left hand thread.

The lower vertically projecting portion 1%a of the
carrier member 11 is formed integral with a horizontally
and inwardly extending middle portion 115 as best seen
in FIGURES 1 and 2 with the outer end or portion of
the member 11 being relatively narrow and thereafter
extending laterally in oppesite directions as indicated at
11b in FIGURE 2 to provide laterally extending faces
or wings disposed over the block portions 4 and 5 of
the violin. The lower surface or face of the middle
portion 11b of the carrier 11 is covered with a thin
piece of leather 13 or similar resilient material which
bears against the outer surface of the top 1 of the violin
box to prevent any damage thereto or marring thereof
when the shank member 9 is properly tightened so that
the carrier 11 is clamped with its middle portion 11b
disposed on the rear middle portion of the top 1 with
the middle portion 115 being properly supported on the
block 5. The inner or front end of the carrier member
11 is provided with an integrally formed upwardly verti-
cal projection or portion 1ic. The vertically disposed
block portion 1ic is substantially rectangular in shape
in transverse section and is provided with two substan-
tially square recesses 18 disposed in the lower oppositely
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disposed corners thereof as best seen in FIGURE 2.
The recesses 18 together with the faces 11b provide a
track or guide way for cooperating tongue portions on
the chin rest as hereinafter described. These recesses
or notches 18 extend longitudinally of the carrier mem-
ber 11 and longitudinally of the violin box so that the
portion ilc of the carrier member 11 is substantially
of T-shaped configuration when looking at it from the
rear of the violin as clearly illustarted in FIGURE 2.
A longitudinally extending bore 14 is provided in the
middle of the portion iic of the carrier member which
bore 14 extends parallel to the longitudinal axis of the
notches 18 and the lateral faces formed by the wing por-
tions 11b. A pull screw 15 is disposed in the central
bore 14 as shown in FIGURE 1. The screw member
15 is provided with a slotted head with a spherical or
conically shaped surface on the underside therecof en-
gaging a corresponding spherical or comical surface on
the outer end of the bore 14 while the shank of the
screw member 15 is substantially smaller in diameter
than the diameter of the bore 14 so that the screw mem-
ber which has its threaded portion disposed in the thread-
ed bushing 17 secured in the tailpiece 16 to which the
violin strings are attached or fastened can pivot about
this screw head or, in other words, the screw member
15 is permitted a wide amount of radial play with re-
spect to the carrier member 11.

A chin rest generally designated 19 is provided with a
substantially horizontal portion 19¢ providing a support
for the chin of the violin player and a downwardly pro-
jecting vertical portion or block 19z toward the rear
thereof, both of which portions are formed integrally
with one another. The block or boss portion 18%aq is
provided with a substantially rectangular shaped recess
disposed centrally thereof with a downwardly extending
vertical wall or back portion 195 defining the rear of
the rectangular recess. The recess extends longitudinally
of the block portion 1%z and the block portion 194 on
opposite sides of the recess are substantially the same
width as the width of the middle portion 1ic of the

carrier member and the lentgh of the block portion 1%a

is substantially the same length of the middle portion iic
of the carrier member. A substantially U-shaped mem-
ber 28 having a horizontally disposed top with two
vertical legs disposed on the opposite sides thereof which
legs are each provided with an inturned lip, each, tongue,
or rib 28a is disposed within the recess of the block 19¢
as best shown in FIGURE 2. The ribs or tongues Z8q
project or extend into the longitudinal recesses 18 of the
upper portion 1ic of the carrier member so that the

xture piece 28 can be slidably mounted on this portion
1ic for attaching the chin rest to the carrier member,
The fixture piece 29 is detachably positioned within the
recess by a set screw 23 disposed in a horizontal or lateral
bore formed in the block portion 1%z of the chin rest,
while the fixture piece 28 is secured to the chin rest 18
by two screws 21 having their heads counter sunk in the
horizontal or transverse portion of the U-shaped mem-
ber 28 and threaded into bushings 22 provided in the
chin rest 19,

In operation, the present invention has the carrier

ember 11 fastened thersto by properly tightening the
shank member 9 until the leather portion 13 is preseed
or clamped against the upper rear portion of the top
1 of the violin so that the blocks 4 and 5 provide a rather
rigid support for the carrier member 11 without causing
any undue stresses on the fragile instrument bedy. There-
after the chin rest 1% is detachably fastened to the car-
tier member 11 by holding the chin rest 19 in the hand
and sliding the fixture piece 20 to which the chin rest
Has been secured by the screw members 21 beforehand,
forward or from the left to the right as shown in FiG-
URE 1 with the longitudinal ears or tongues or ribs 284
being slidably engaged within the longitudinal notches
or recesses 18 on the middle portion Iic of the carrier

10

15

20

25

50

60

4

and with the lower surfaces of the ribs 28« and the lower
surfaces of the block portion 194 sliding along the lateral
faces or wings 11b of the carrier member until the rear
wall 195 of the chin rest abuts the portion 1ic of the
carrier. Thereafter the set screw 23 is inserted within
the opening or recess in 1%« and tightened so that the fix-
turspiece 28 will not slide with respect to the portion 11c
of the carrier member, In removing the chin rest to in-
terchange with another chin rest it is only necessary to
loosen the set screw 23 and thereafter slide the fixture
member or piece 28 and its tongues or ribs 204 out of the
corresponding notches 18 of the portion 11 of the car-
rier member until they clear the outer or rear end of these
recesses.

Referring to the modification shown in FIGURE 4, this
is substantially the same as that already described with
respect to FIGURES 1 to 3 except that the block 19g of
the chin rest does not have the fixture piece 28 or the
ribs 28a secured thereto and instead the upwardly pro-
jecting portion of the carrier 11 is provided with two pins
24 anchored or secured therein and two bushings 25 se-
cured in the block portion 184 receive the shanks of the
projecting pins 24 upon which the block member 1%¢ is
slidably mounted.

From the foregoing detailed description it is obvious
that the present invention provides a violin with a chin
rest and a carrier member that is detachably clamped or
fastened to tie or rear block portions of the music box
of the instrument and the carrier member in turn is pro-
vided with track or guide means to receive the tongue
means of a chin rest by slidably mounting the tongue
means on the track means so that the chin rest will also
be supported by the heavy rear tie or block members of
the instrument without causing any damage to the more
delicate parts of the viclin, and which chin rest can be
readily interchanged for other chin rests and which car-
rier member further has secured thercto the tailpiece of
ke violin without any interference with the proper ad-
justment of the tailpiece because of the use of a detach-
able chin rest member therewith.

Inasmuch as various changes may be made in the form,
location and relative arrangement of the several parts of
the invention without departing from its essential charac-
teristics, it will be understood that the invention is not
to be limited except by the scope of the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A device for detachably securing a chin rest and a
tailpiece on a violin type instrument with a body and
block means therein comprising carrier .means detach-
ably fastened to said block means, guide means formed
on said carrier means for receiving a chin rest support
means thereon, means on said carrier means for fasten-
ing a violin tailpiece thereto and chin rest support means
with slide means formed thereon slidably mounted on
said guide means.

2. The device of claim 1 wherein said guide means
comprise laterally disposed horizontal members with a
vertical portion extending upwardly therefrom and hav-
ing spaced elongated longitudinal recesses therein and
said slide means comprises a member with an elongated
longitudinal recess therein with tongue means adapted

to extend into said spaced longitudinal recesses to slid- -
ably mount and interlock said chin rest support means.

thereto.

3. A device for detachably securing a chin rest to a-

violin type instrument with a hollow body and block

means therein comprising a carrier member with a hori--
Zontal portion and vertical portion extending from oppo-

site ends thereof and in opposite directions respectively,
means fastening the vertical portion of the carrier mem-
ber to said block means so said horizontal portion is
supported on top of said block means, the horizontal
portion of said carrier member having opposed longitu-
dinal notches therein on opposite sides thereof, and a chin
rest with a recess therein to receive said horizontal por-
tion and with longitudinal 1ib means adapted to extend.
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into said notches and with side portions adapted to con-
tact the surface of said horizontal portion adjacent said
notches to slidably mount said chin rest on said carrier
member.

4, The device of claim 3 wherein bore means are pro-
vided in the horizontal portion of the carrier member,
and a spherical surface is provided adjacent one end of
said bore means, and headed screw means of substan-
tially less diameter than said bore means and having a
corresponding spherical surface on its head are disposed
in said bore means for fastening a violin type instrument
tailpiece thereto.

5. The device of claim 3 wherein said chin rest is pro-
vided with a downward wall to abut said horizontal
portion when said chin rest is properly slidably mounted
on said carrier member.

6. A device for attaching a chin rest to a violin type
instrument comprising a single one piece carrier member
with a central horizontal block portion, a vertical por-
tion extending down from one end thereof and a vertical
portion extending upwardly from the other end thereof,
said horizontal portion having laterally extending wings,
the upward portion consisting of a rectangular block
formed centrally of said horizontal portion with notches
in opposite lower corners thereof forming a guide way
with the surfaces of said horizontal portion and a chin
rest having a downwardly extending portion with a recess
therein and an inverted U-shaped member fixed therein
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with inwardly extending ears thereon adapted to extend
into said notches when said rectangular block is disposed
in said chin rest recess for slidably mounting the rest on
the carrier member.

7. The device of claim 6 wherein said chin rest is. de-
tachably secured to said carrier member by set screw
means.

8. A device for detachably securing a chin rest to a
violin comprising a carrier member with a downwardly
extending portion, a horizontal and upwardly extending
portion, means for detachably securing said downward
portion to a violin, said upwardly extending portion com-
prising a block with vertical pin members therein and a
chin rest having a recess therein for mounting over said
block and two sleeves thereon for receiving said pins.
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