May 4, 1948. R. G. SCHNEIDER 2,440,979

CONVERTIBLE FOUR-WAY CHILD’S CHAIR

Filed April. 26, 1945 2 Sheets-Sheet 1

A~
/]

72

VTN

M‘
[
3L

: Inventor

Ludolph G. Ichnesder.

Plrony X5 fuckn.




May 4, 1948. . R G SClH'NElD.ER 2,440,979

CONVERTIBLE FOUR-WAY CHILD’S CHAIR

Filed April 26, 1945 2 Sheets-Sheet 2

r/ 72 7 27 (72

1

0

) e |

IT]

10 . 0 D 0 O O
|
O O I R |

il

72 70.
/70 v‘%/
77 16 -
__/_'__'{_ p——
I 2
€
F— 7 ——
| I
e
207

Inventor

- Rudolph G. Jehneider:

oty 8 futr,,




Patented May 4, r1948 LI

E 2440979

 UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE

Rudolph G. Schneider, Houston; Tex., assignor to

American Furniture & Toy Company, Houston,

Tex.

Application April 26, 1945, Serial No. 590,420

1

* This invention relates to the class of juvenile
playthings, and has more particular reference o
a so-called four-way or convertible chair which
" lends itself admirably well to adoption and amus-
_ing use by children, particularly small tots rang-
ing in age, let us say, from one to six years
or so.

In carrying out my primary aims, I have
evolved and produced a substantial wooden, plas-
tic or equivalent type of chair characterized by
a pair of spaced parallel side panels forming the
main frame members, these panels having as-
sociated therewith right angularly disposed in-

terconnecting members, said members primarily

serving as selectively usable seats, the arrange-
ment being such that the chair, as a unit, may
“be turnéd bodily through approximately 360° or
5 complete circle, whereby to permit predeter-
mined spots or regions of the perimeter edges
of the side panels to contact and rest on the floor
or other surface. - :

More specifically, the chair is usable in one
instance as a short back, armless style, secondly
as a rocking chair, third, as a vertical arm-
equipped chair, and fourth and finally as a lean=-
back lawn or so-called seaside chair. ’

Other features and advantages will become
more readily apparent from the following de-
scription and the accompanying {llustrative
~drawings.

-In the accompanying drawings: :

Figure 1 is a side elevational view, with parts
broken away; showing the structure employed as
a rocking chair.

- Figure 2 is a front elevational view of the
structure seen -n Figure 1, that is, observing
in a direction from right to left. - :

Figure 3 is a side view, with parts broken away,
showing the upright armless arrangement.

Figure 4 is a front or end elevation thereof,
observing the structure of Figure 3 in a direction
from right to left.

Figure 5 is a side elevational view showing a
low style stationary arm chair.

Figure 6 is a front view thereof, that is, a
view observing the structure of Figure 5 in a
direction from right to left.

Figure 7 is a side view, with parts broken away,
of the slanting or lean-back lawn chair,

Figure 8 is a front view of the same observing
Figure 7 in a direction from right to left.

Referring now to the drawings by distinguish-
ing reference numerals, it will be observed that
like numerals designate like elements or parts
throughout the various views. The main frame
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'members, as before implied, comprise two dupli-

cate solid wood or equivalent side frames or
panels, and these are denoted by the numerals
{8. Inasmuch as each member Is turnable
throughout a complete circle to provide the four-
way convertible changes, it seems advisable to
differentiate each marginal edge of each panel,
and to this end the four edges are differentiated
by the reference letters A, B, C and I. Along
the edge A the rounded crown portions are de-
noted by thé numerals {1, and these sexrve in a
manner to be hereinafter described.. The edge
B includes flattened portions {2 which consti-
tute feet in a manner to be set forth. .Also, as
shown in Figure 1, the perimeter edge C is
longitudinally bowed, as at 13, to define a rocker
whose terminal is indicated at [4.

Continuing the consideration of Figure 1
(which view incidentally shows all of the parts in
the overall structure), it will be seen that the
numeral {5 designates a seat board, (6 a com-
plemental or companion seat board, and 17 a
bar or strip which is arranged between the outer
ends of the boards 15 and 16, this serving . as a
reinforcing element and spacing cleat. The in-
ner end of the board 16 is tapered, as at 18, and
provides a feather edge, meeting and secured t0
the adjacent surface of the board 15. There is
2 solid somewhat heavier board at 18, this being
secured to the edges D and, as shown in Figure 2,
having its end portions extending beyond the
outer surfaces of the panels 18, as illustrated.
This board 19 serves not only as a back rest,
but also as a seat, as will be hereinafter set
forth. . There is another somewhat narrower
board at 20 which abuts the lower or adjacent
end portion of the board 19 and which terminates
flush with the pointed réar end of the rocker
13, as at the point 4. And, finally, there is
another board at 21, and this is an extension of
board 18 and interposed between the extending
rocker portions of the side panels, as illustrated.
This serves also as a back rest as well as the
seab.

In taking up the four-way idea, it is best to
consider the figures consecutively. Attention
is first directed to Figures 1 and 2 showing the
rocking chair. As stated, this type of a chair
is for youngsters ranging from one to six years
old, and the sides, which project above the seat
board 15, prevent the little tots from falling out.
Thus, at this time, the lower portions of the
panels {0 serve as rockers and the upper por-
tions project above the seat board [5 and con-
stitute confining arms. The board 19, at this
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time, constitutes a back rest. Figure 2 is con-
sldered in conjunction with Figure 1.

Figure 3 iIs a vertical “highboy,” armless-type
chair. In this connection, it will be seen that
the feet 12 contact the floor and that the board
20 serves as the back rest, while the board 19
serves as the seat. The intervening beards, L5
and 16 serve as vertical braces. This chair is
adapted for children ranging from three to six

' 4
board, the lower end portions of the side panels
being fashioned into surface-engaging feet.

2. A convertible multiple purpose tumble-type
play chair for turnable conversion use by smail

8 children comprising a pair of duplicate one-

blece spaced parallel side panels, corresponding
-arginal edge portions of said, side panels being
longitydinally curved and thus shaped to func-
tion as rockers, a vertically disposed connecting

years old. Figure 4 is read in conjunction with: 10 and assembling board secured to corresponding

Figure 3.

Whereas the seat board 19 in Figure 3 ranges ;

about 101, inches from the floor, the type of

chair seen in Figures 5 and 6 is & low-style and. -
is for small tots ranging from one to four years'

old and the seat board 16, which is then up or
toward the top, is about 6 inches from the floor
and the projecting side panels constitute wings
or arms and prevent small tots from falling out.

The lean-back lawn or beach chair is shown
in Figures 7 and 8, and at this time the tapered
or V-shaped cross-piece 21 serves as.a seat, while
the depending board 28 serves as an apron, the
side panels serving as side wings, and the board

16 serving as an inclined back rest. The tips. 22 9%
of the then rearwardly and downwardly inclined

board 1% serve as supporting feet, that is, they
coact in eonjunction with the tips (4 to provide
the desired steady but tilted chair style.

A chair of this type is highly useful and sub- .3

stantially indestructible. It provides many uses
for small children and will be therefore adopted
as amusing due to the various positions into
which.it may be arranged aecording to the. dic-
tates and discretion of the juvenile user.

A careful consideration of the foregoing de-

scription in conjunction with the invention as
illustrated in the drawings will enable the
reader to obtain a clear understanding and im-

pression of the alleged fegtures of merit and..
novelty sufficient to clarify the construction of

the invention as hereinafter claimed.
Minor changes in shape, size, materials and
rearrangement of parts may be resorted to in

from the invention as claimed.
Y-claim:
1. An armless chair. of the class described com-
prising a pair of vertical spaced parallel panels
- having- their upper portions notched, a horizon-
-tal seat board secured to the upper edges and
spanning. the space between said panels, a back
" rest secured to said seat board and also to the
upstanding end portions of the side panels, and
~& ‘pair of substantially. vertical downwardly
diverging brace boards secured. hetween the in-
termediate portions of the side panels gnd ex-
tending down. from the under side of said -seat

. edge portions of said panels distinct from said
_- first- named marginal edges and occupying a, po-

- -sition at right angles to said side panels, a

- herizontally dishosed seat board contacting and

15,3t right. angles to the intermediate portion of

said vertical assembling board and fixedly mount-
.ed between the central area portions of said side
panels and having its outer free edge portion
terminating inwardly of the adjacent marginal

o €dges of said side panels, and a second horizon-

tally disposed seat forming hoard arranged be-
tween said side panels and at right angles to the
side panels and also at right angles to the first
_hamed assembling board and. underlying and
secured :rigidly beneath sald horizontal seat
board, the first named seat board serving for
seating purposes when the rockers are in rocking
contact with the floor, and said second seat
‘board serving for.seating purposes when the

0. chair is turned upside down and the second seat

‘hoard takes a plane and position atop the first
 hamed seat hoard.

3. The structure specified in claim 2, together
with a fourth hoard rigidly mounted at right

35. angles between said side panels and in alien-
~ ent with the first named assembling board,

sald fourth board serving as a seat when the
second and third boards are in upstanding sub-
stantially vertical positions, and being disposed

40 in .3 vertical back-rest forming position when

“the second and third seat boards are in the afore-
mentioned inverted position..
\ ’ 'RUDOLPH ‘G, SCHNEIDER.
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