'No. 864,206, PATENTED AUG. 27, 1907.

W. J. SMITH.

SHOE TONGUE,
APPLIOATION FILED APR.17,1807,

Co anventqc

A L Scity,




; To all wlwm it may concern::

15,

.20

25

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

WILLIAM J. SMITH, OF SCHUYLE., PENNSYLVANIA.

sno‘E-TONGnE

_No. 864,208.

Specmeatxon of Letters Pa.tent

 Patented Aug. 27, 1907.

Apphcatwn filed Aprxl 1‘7, 1907. * Berial No.SBB,BSS. _

5
‘4

‘Be it known that I, Wmmu J. Snrm, a cmzen of

'the ‘United States; resndmg at. Schuyler, in the county
“of Northumberland; “State of: Pennsylvania,_have in-
. vented certain new and useful Tmprovements in Shoe-

,’I'ongues, and T do hereby declare the following to be
£y full, clear, and. exact descnptlon of the invention, -
; =mch a8 will ‘enable others skilled in the art to wlnch

o it appertains to make and use the same. ’
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This’ invention relates. to shoe tongues and has for
ita object to prov1de a_tongue ‘of such nature that it
will ‘be. -prevented from slipping down inthe shoe or.

"‘fmm rolling or curling, this: result being att.amed by

providing ppon the tongue an elemeént which engages
the shoe-lace at one point. where they intersect.
One of the: novel features of the device residés in’

ithe fact that the’ -elément mcludes diverging arms
“which at. f.helr ends are.gecured to the torigue.at points
.'ad]acent the longltudmal edgu thereof ‘and ‘conse-

quéntly serve to hold: the tongue sprea.d out under all
condmons

In. the ' accompanymg dmwmgs, anure 1 is.a front
elevat.lon of the upper end of a. ahoe-tongue showmg
the construction and apphcatlon of my lace éngaging
element ‘and, Fig. 2 is a sxde elevatlon of the tongue

o and the said element,

" In the drawings the bongue is indicated by’ the'.

~numeral 5 and is of the usual form.. . The: lace engag-

" "ing element is formed of a single strand of wire which
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is'bent at its middle as at 6 to form a ‘bight portion and

a pair of branches wlnch adjacent the bight portion |

- extend in engagement with each other, the said por-

tions of the branches being | bent as’at 7 to form a hook .

which is engaged over the shoe lace at one point Where

it intersects. From a point -adjacent. the bill of the

hook formed by bending the branches as stated above,
they’ are extended downwardiy and laterally in-di-
verging planes and have their ends bent to form eyes

8 through which, and the tongues, adjacentits longl-'

tudinal edges, are engaged eye rivets 9-which rivets

~serve to secure.the element upon the tongue as will -
“be readily: understood

As stated above the ends of the bmnches of the lace
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engaging element are secured to the tongue adjacent | .

the longltudmal edges thereof and as’this element is

formed of a stiff wire the tongue is held perfectly-flat

~at all times and will riot be permitted to-rell or double. -
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As heretofote stated, the hook portion of the lace en-
gaging member receives. the lace and this engagement - -

of the said member with the lace ‘prevents dowhWard'_
‘ sllppmg of the tongue -and-also lateral shppmg of the -

same. . -
‘What is clalmed i

The combination with a shoe tongue, of a shoe lace en-

gaging member formed of & smgle strand of wire-bent at.
. its middle to form a hook " and also - to form diverging’
A blanches which are ‘secured at their ends and the tongue
" adjacent the longltudinal edges thereof, the said. shoe lace

engaging member belng adapted to hold the -tongue in

. spread position.
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In testimony wheleot I aﬂix my s1gnatu1e, in plesence L

of two witnesses.
. WIELIAM J. SMITH.

) Witnesses: L )

‘H. A. RBLNOLDS,

ELIZABETH E. SNYDER. -



