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To all Luhon, it may concern. 

No model.) 

with a wire, c, which is wrapped about it in 
Be it known that I, IRWIN H. SPELMAN, a spiral form, and in such manner that the wire 

citizen of the United States, residing at Cort 
land, in the county of Trumbull and State of 
Ohio, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvements in Casks or Barrels; and I do 
hereby declare that the following is a full, 
clear, and exact description of the invention, 
which will enable others skilled in the art to 
which it appertains to make and use the same. 
My invention relates to improvements in 

casks or barrels; and the object is to produce 
a veneer cask or barrel in which the head 
may be secured without forming a croze in 
the end of the barrel, and to provide special 
means in the nature of an improved hoop for 
securing the head in position, all as hereina? 
ter described, and more especially pointed out 
in the claims. 

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 
an elevation of my improved cask or barrel, 
the lower part being in section; and Fig. 2 is 
an isometric view of my improved hoop, 
showing the manner of forming the same with 
a twist of wire. 
A represents the main body of the barrel, 

which may becylindrical throughout, or bilged, 
as in ordinary casks or barrels, and consists 
of two layers of veneer made in any Well 
lknown manner and cut to size. The inner 
veneer, a, it will be observed, is shorter than 
the outer veneer, a, so as to leave a space for 
the head and a projection of the outer veneer 
beyond, corresponding to the usual chine of 
the barrel. 
B is the head of the cask or barrel, prefer. 

ably made in a single piece, but, if desired, 
may be made in separates pieces, in the usual 
way. This head is cut to rest snugly within 
the end of the barrel and against the abutting 
end of the inner veneer. With this con 
struction neither the head nor the barrel needs 
to be chamfered, thereby saving much labor 
and expense in the manufacture, 

Cis my improved hoop, which encircles the 
barrel in the usual way, and with the means 
hereinafter described serves to bind the head 
and hold it firmly in position. The body of 
the hoop is made of wood, having the ends c. 

So c' united in any suitable way, and provided 

is bound or wound tightly thereon. This 
manner of securing the Wire upon the hoop 
furnishes a series of loops, c, alternately 
along the respective edges of the hoop, which 
adapt admirably for my method of fastening 
the hoop upon the barrel. The wrap of the 
wire being very close, it prevents splitting of 
the hoop when the nails are driven in, or, if 
a split occurs, prevents the hoop from being 
impaired thereby, as well as enabling me to 
drive the nails or staples very near the edge 
of the hoop, which could not be done were the 
hoop not wrapped as described. 
The method of fastening the hoop upon the 

barrel is by clinch nails or staples d, which 
are driven along the inner edge of the hoop 
and its corresponding loops, and, taking 
through both layers of veneer, are clinched 
on the inside of the barrel. Then along the 
outer edge of the hoop drive another series 
of nails, d, which preferably are set at an in 
ward inclination, as shown in Fig. 1, so as to 
better bind and brace the head in its fastened 
position. In this manner I form a cask or 
barrel which is admirably adapted for ship 
ping nails or other heavy substances, the 
heads being so secured that they will with 
stand the heaviest internal pressure and rough 
est handling without danger of displacement 
or breakage. 

If desired, the same kind of hoops may be 
used to bind the barrel about its sides; but 
usually the ordinary Wooden hopper will an 
swer for this purpose. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent, 
S 

1. A veneer cask or barrel having a head 
set within its ends against the inner layer or 
veneer and secured by a hoop wrapped by 
wire and mails, substantially as set forth. 

2. A cask or barrel having a body made of 
Wood veneer, the inner layer of which is short 
ened at the ends to form a rest for the head, 
in combination with a headfastened by means 
of a wire-bound hoop and nails, substantially 
as set forth. 

3. A veneer cask or barrel having itsinner 
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layer of veneer shortened, substantially as de- and tightly bound by a wire which extends 
scribed, in combination with a head and a around the hoop and forms loops, as c, along IO 
wooden hoop wrapped spirally with wire, its respective edges, substantially as set forth. 
forming loops thereon at the edges, and nails - - 1 AN 
driven through the loops and vineer and into IRWIN H. SPELMAN. 
the head, substantially as described. Witnesses: 

4. An improved cask or barrel hoop, con- E. B. CALDWELL, 
sisting of a wooden body wrapped spirally E. E. HARDY. 


