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1 :

This invention relates ‘to ‘carryifig: devices, and:
more-particularly toa device for carrying: bHottles
containing beverages or other ‘products. -

Our improved form of carrier is adapted-for

handling'six bottles at a'timse, as it 1§ the'custom 5

at the presenttime to sell-beverdges in'a wnit
of six.. Our carrieris of such corstruction: that
it may be sold dt a relatively low price or may’
be given away to & customer by'a storekeeper-or

dispenser -of * beverages;- or - other “products;” and- 10:

may- be- used- for-carryiitg’ filled-bottles from-~a
store tothe “desired -place of - corisumption~and
refurning- the' empty - bottles to theé“store; THe-
carrier is preferably made of métal; so that it i§

sanitary; and is not readily’ destructible dsis the' 15

case If it were-made of cardbodrd or the'like. =
The principal -object'-of “our- imvetition; thepes-

fore, is to provide-a -carrier -which ' is relatively

simple and inexpensive in construction, -durable;*

and-adapted fo be maintained in s santtary ‘con- 20

dition. _

Other objects of the present invention areto-
provide & carrier -having a plurality ¢f openings
through-which the rieeks of ‘bottles may-be exs

2.

Fig. 4 is a cross 'sectional: view: showing the
carrier engaged with the neck of the bottles to be
carried.«: . .

Fig::5 is & plan view-of ‘& partiof the carrier
and particulariyillustrating:en: opening-for re-
ceiving the neck:of o bottle:::

Fig 6 is & plan-view of -a part of ‘the-carrier
and particulariy!illustrating: the: ‘farige: of "an:
opening -after the device has beenapplied:to .a
bottle: " .

Fig. 7-1s. & perspective viewof a modified form:
of thé-devicepositioned on-a plurality of bottles.-

Fig. -8 is-8a cross sectiorial view:of the: mddiﬂed’
form~of the deviee positioned on ‘& plurality of
bottlesics: :

Refervingmote in 'detail ‘to the drawings: -

| designatesa carrier embodlying the: features:
of the present:invention; and ddapted for carry-
ing a'plurality: of bottles or the like '+, Consisting:
of two-body- portions:er blanks 2 gnd 3 substan-
tially rectarigular in shape’ and: preferably made
of ‘metal; ‘although plastic or other suitable-mas:
terial may-be used. : 'Thé blanks ‘are bent down-
wardly: at -4 and-§ forming vertical side flanges

tended for :carrying the same; ‘to provide s -de- 25 -6-dnd T for the blanks:-

vice adapted to ‘enigage-the! necks of & plurality”
of bottles ‘and' to held-the bottles- in rigit ‘posi=s
tion while- being ‘¢éarried so-that-the botfley will
not-come-in contact with 'éaeh otHer to provide

a device which.may be quickly and: easily applied: 3¢--

to a plurality: of ‘bottles while:'thetbottlek gre:
contained in the:casein which: théyiare usually:
transported from- the-wholesale:distributor to-re--
tail-stores; to previde & deviee which may-beeasily:

and:quickly disengaged from a-plurality of bottles- 35"

being carried; to provide a device adapted toen=’
gage-a plurality of bottles in-‘such’a manner as’
to prevent accidentdl displacement of the Bobtles-
therefrom; -and to provide-a deviee:for:carrying-

bottles-which will hold- the bottles 4n: rigid’ posi-” 4q -

tion so that they may be set upright on a subs:
stantially-plane surface without fallinig* over-and
thé -carrier will remsin “loosely:‘applied :fo- the:
necks-of the bothles: =

In accomplishing these-and otHer objéets of thé: 45

present -invention :we~have “provided - improved-
details ‘of structure; the preferred forms of whicH*
are illustrated in ‘the ‘gecompanying’ dravwings,-
wherein?

Fig. 11§ & perspective-view of our device post+ 50

tioned on & plurality ‘of -bottles. - :
Fig. 2 is a perspective view of our device with thé”

parts shown:in disassembled relations~ - )
Pig. 3 is a" cross “sectional view showirg thé”

carrier-aboutt: to be ‘applied to bottles, - -

The body-portions 2- and" 3 are provided: with-
plane surfades 8-and 9-turned downwardly: at 10
and 10’, forming inclined faces i1 and 12, and
having”ears:-13--and: +4 ‘ddapted to receive “the
ends- i6 and 16 of 9’ hahdle‘t? for hingedly con=-
neeting the body-pertions together-as indicated ak
18, Fig, 4, and &t the same ‘time provide means:
for-carrying the-device: Theé-body portion 2 is
provided*with' an-elongated aperture 19, turned-
downwardly at 26°forming asubstantially vertical
flange 21 conforining to the contour-of the bottle
at the point-of -contact, and-turned-upwardly at
22°t0 lie'flat sgainst the flange 21 to lend rigidity
to said flange-as ‘it comes “in ‘contact with the
bottles: - The flange- 2| i§ also provided-with re--
cesses 'or-indentations <23 ‘adapted-to ‘fit against
the inside heeks ‘0T a row of bottles being carried:
to prevent lateral movemernt of-the bottles.

The- downwardly inclined inner face- 12 of the:
blank’or-body-meémber- § is offset ds indicated - at -
24 providing an extension 25 adapted-to exterd:
through-the aperture- 19 on: the ‘downwardly in-
clined-face-Ft of the'epposite’ blank 2 when pres~ -
sure is-gpplied: onr'the handle to raise-the device
for-contacting the-necks of the-bottles, " The offsst
portion:251s turned upwardly at 26 Providing an:
upstanding flatige 27 ‘alse-conforming to the con--
tour-of the-bottles st  the point of contact, hay=
inga plurality’ of- recdsses ‘or' indentations 28

5-adapted-to At against: the inside necks of the-
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opposite row of bottles being carried also to
prevent lateral displacement of the bottles of
that row.

The blanks or body portions 2 and 3 are pro-
vided with a plurality of apertures 29 of sub-
stantially keyhole shape so arranged that sub-
stantially the centers of the apertures appear on
the fold lines 4 and 5 of said blanks. That part
of the aperture 29 which is indicated at 29 is of
larger diameter than that part of the aperture
appearing in the substantially plane surfaces 8
and 9 as indicated at 84 for facilitating placement
of the device over the crowns of the bottles.
apertures 28 are provided with downturned
flanges 82 and 23 to provide for easy placement

10

4

indicated at 42, and at the same time the flange
portion 21 on the body member 2 will cross the
flange 2§ on the body member 3 and the inden-
tations 23 in said flange come to rest against the
inside faces of the opposite row of bottles slightly
below the flange 25 as indicated at 43, Fig. 4.

It will thus be seen that the two rows of bot-
tles are held in rigid upright support by the body
members so that they will not be displaced in
either direction or come in contact with each
other, thus avoiding marring or breaking of the

*bottles.

The- -

15
on and removal of the device from the necks of -

the bottles and also to provide a smooth surface: - -

for contact with the necks of the bottles to p1 e-

vent marring of the bottles.

Operation of a device constructed and assem-
bled as described is as follows:

When it is desired to atfach the device to a
group of bottles as shown in Fig, 1, the device
may be grasped by the handle {7 and the device
placed over the bottles as shown in Fig. 3. As
the bottles are generally uniformly placed a cer-
tain distance apart in the ordinary cases as
they are brought from the distributor fo the
dealer, the apertures 28 in the blanks 2 and 3
are spaced so that the necks or tops of the bot-
tles will be readily insertable therethrough. The
spacing of the bottles in the cases is maintained
and the present carrier is so constructed that
it adapts itself to such spacing so that the de-
vice will readily slip over the top and neck por-
tions of the bottles and thus be extended through
the enlarged opening 30 of the apertures 28.

Usually, the device may be inserted over the
bottles merely by use of the handle member, as
downward pressure on the handle will cause the
outside portion of the hinged blanks to raise
slightly as indicated in Fig. 3 so that the necks of
the bottles will be readily extendable through the
apertures 30. However, in order to expedite ap-
plication of the device to the bottles, the body
portion of the device may be grasped to raise
the same and adjust them over the necks of the
bottles.

Upward lift on the handle by the operator will
cause the body portions to work on the hinge 18,
the inclined portions I{ and 12 being raised up-
wardly, thus causing the outside flanges 6 and
7 to move downwardly and inwardly and engage
the outside of the bottles as indicated at 35 and
36. Upward lift on the handle and manipula-
tion of the body members as just described causes
the necks of the bottles to slide through the neck
portion 37 of the keyholed aperfure and comes
to rest in the cpening 3f in the plane surfaces 8
and 9 of the body member. At this position the
flanges 33 in the apertures 31 engage the inside
of the neck of the hottle underneath the rim
around the top thereof as indicated at 38 and
39, and the flange 32 of the opening 38 will rest
against the neck of the bottle as indicated at 40
and 41, Fig. 4.

Pressure exerted on the handle member {7 to .

raise the inclined body portions Il and 12 up-
wardly causes the offset portion 25 of the in-
clined portion 24 to pass through the elongated
opening 19 in the inclined portion 11 of the op-

posite bady member and continued upwardly

pressure on the handle will cause the flange mem-
ber 26 to engage the inside faces of the opposite
row of bottles at the indentations 28 therein as

20
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In the form of the invention shown In Figs.
7 and 8 the device comprises body members 44

-gnd 45 hinged together at 45 by the ears I3 and

‘14 and handle 17 as shown in Figs. 1 to 6. The

. body. members 44 and 45 are turned down at 41

and 48 forming side flanges 49 and 50 and pro-

© vidinig” plane surfaces 51 and 52 on said mem-

bers. The body members are provided with a
plurality of apertures having fianges for engaging
the necks of bottles the same as the form of the
invention shown in Figs. 1 to 6 and are numbered
accordingly.

The operation of this form of the 1nvention is
substantially the same as the preferred form, i, 2,
by grasping the handle, the device may be placed
over the necks of bottles in a case, the tops en-
tering the apertures 298 in the side flanges 49
and 50 and upward lift on the handle causes the
necks of the bottles to slip through the neck 31
of the apertures and the flanged apertures 33 en-
gage underneath the rim on the neck of the bot-
tles. The flanges 32 and 33 and side body flanges
43 and 59 engage the sides of the necks of the
bottles and the bottles are thus securely sus-
pended by their necks for carrying.

What we claim and desma to secure by Letters
Patenfis: .

1. A device for carrying a plurality of articles
comprising, angle-shaped body portions hingedly
connected together substantially midway thereof
and provided with a handle and said hody por-
tions havmg apertures therein for engaging the
articles, said body portions having flanges adja-
cent said apertures and the flanges on the outer
portions of said body members confacting said
articles to hold the same in rigid position.

2. A device for carrying bottles having neck
portions and beads on said neck portions com-
prising, body portions hingedly connected to-
gether and provided with a handle, downwardly
extending portions on the outer sides of the body
portions having inturned flanges and downturned
flanges on said body portions, said flanges de-
fining openings in said body portions and said
downwardly extending portions, said downturned
flanges engaging under the beads of the bottles
to prevent displacement thereof and. said in-
turned flanges engaging the necks of said bot-
tles.

3. A device for carrying bottles having neck
portions and beads on said neck portions com-
prising, body portions hingedly connected to-
gether and provided with a handle, downwardly
extending portions on the outer sides of the body
portions, means defining openings in said body
portions adapted to engage under the beads of
the bottles to prevent displacement thereof, and
means on said downwardly extending portions of

"the body portions for engaging the necks of said

bottles.

4. A device for carrymg a plurahty of bottles
comprising, a pair of sheets of relatively stif
material having their inner edges hingedly con-
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nected together and provided with a handle, said
sheets being folded longitudinally to provide pairs
of horizontal and vertical portions, said sheets
having a plurality of aligned openings therein,
the upper portions of said openings being smaller
and lying in the horizontal portions of said
sheets, the lower portions of said openings being
larger and lying within the vertical portions of
said sheets, said vertical portions of said sheets
being adapted to engage the necks of said bot-
tles to hold the same in rigid position.

HORACE E. SHIKLES, Jr.

DYLE E. WILLIAMS.

10

6
REFERENCES CITED

The following references are of record in the
file of this patent:

UNITED STATES PATENTS

Number
1,974,255
2,031,866
2,252,848
2,291,477
2,330,699
2,348,187

Name Date
Behrendt —_________ Sept. 18, 1934
Thums —.—.________ Feb. 25, 1936
Hamilton _.___.______ Aug. 19, 1941
Kolb et al, . _______ July 28, 1942
Flamm . _________ Sept, 28, 1943
Beskin - _________ May 9, 1944




