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Claim. (C. 132-89) 

The present invention is an improvement in the art 
relating to toothpicks. 
The principal object of this invention is to provide a 

novel implement presenting an extending quill for tooth 
pick use. This quill is formed of the end of a flat ribbon 
which is of Celluloid, plastic, bristol board or other resil 
isnt paper-thin material; such implement serving as the 
toothpick handle, the former to bend the tape into a 
duct-form, as hereafter described and preferably as the 
hclider of a compact supply of the ribbon stock. 

Another object thereof is to provide a novel toothpick 
device of the character mentioned, accomplishing auto 
matic duct formation of the end region of the initially 
fiat ribbon, so that a used toothpick point can be cut 
off and a new one made, thus affording a new toothpick 
for use at approximately every three-quarter inch or so 
of the ribbon Supply. 
A further object of this invention is to provide a novel 

and improved toothpick device of the kind set forth, which 
is simple in construction, easy to use, reasonably cheap to 
manufacture, relatively small in size and efficient for the 
purposes it is designed. 

Other objects and advantages will become apparent as 
this disclosure proceeds. 

For the practice of this invention, one form it may as 
sume comprises a holder having a roll of the flat ribbon 
and a tubular member through which the ribbon lies and 
extends therefrom, say for about three quarters of an 
inch. Such extending free end of the ribbon which is 
out of the forward end of the tubular member, is cut 
with a scissors to be in the form of an unslit pen point. 
The forward end of said tubular member is round and 
its rear end is flattened. The opening in the rear end is 
a narrow elongated slot admitting the ribbon in flat con 
dition. The diameter of the opening in the forward end 
of said tubular member is approximately between a 
third and a half of the width of the ribbon. The ribbon 
through the tubular member will be automatically formed 
and extend forwardly thereof in duct form. Depending 
upon the size of the forward opening, the extending formed 
part of the ribbon will be a duct which is tubular, a tube 
form with a longitudinal opening or a longitudinal chan 
nel-form, the free end of which is then cut by the user 
to quill-form. If desired, a removable cap may be pro 
vided to shield the exposed quill to maintain it in sani 
tary condition and the holder for the ribbon supply may 
be an openable casing. The entire device may be of 
plastic, metal or other suitable material, but the ribbon 
must be paper-thin and have some resilient quality. 

In the accompanying drawings forming part of this 
specification, similar characters of reference indicate cor 
responding parts in all the views. 

Fig. 1 is a lengthwise view of a toothpick device em 
bodying the teachings of this invention. The ribbon sup 
ply holder is here shown in open condition and a re 
movable shielding cap encasing the toothpick quill is here 
included. Such cap is here shown in section. 
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Fig. 2 is a top plan view of Fig. 1 minus the shielding 

cap. The ribbon supply holder is shown closed. 
Fig. 3 is a perspective view showing the tubular mem 

ber. The ribbon is shown dash and dot. 
Fig. 4 is an enlarged section taken at lines 4-4 in 

Fig. 3. . 
Fig. 5 is an enlarged section taken at lines 5-5 in 

Fig. 3. 
Fig. 6 is an enlarged section taken as is Fig. 5, but of 

modified form. 
Fig. 7 shows a lengthwise view of the tubular member 

with the free end portion of the ribbon therethrough. 
At the entrance into the rear opening of said member, the 
ribbon is flat. The forwardly extending free end of the 
Eben which is out of the tubular member, is of duct 
Ol. 
In the drawing, the numeral 15 designates generally a 

preferred form of the toothpick device. As shown, it 
consists of a tubular member 16 positioned on a holder 
for a Supply of ribbon stock. Such holder may be a cas 
ing i7 having a hinged cover 18. The ribbon supply is 
preferably a roll thereof indicated as 19. The free end 
portion of the ribbon i9' is threaded through said tubular 
member and extends outwardly therefrom, say about 
three-quarters of an inch to an inch, as at “A.” The in 
take opening 20 of this tubular member is communicative 
with the interior of the casing 17 in the embodiment 
shown. This intake opening is a narrow slot of a size to 
admit the ribbon 19 in flat condition. In fact, the rear 
Ward portion 21 of the tubular member has its interior so 
dimensioned that the ribbon remains flat therein. The 
forward portion may be circular as at 22, or square as at 
23, or any other Suitable shape to accomplish forming 
of the ribbon therethrough into duct-form. If circular 
or Square, the distance across the forward opening of 
the tubular member 6, is less than the width of the rib 
bon, and preferably from about one-third to one-half 
thereof, so that the ribbon will be of duct-form along 
distance "B"; the intermediate portion of the tubular 
member 6, having an interior which smoothly merges 
the interiors of the portions 21 and 22. The tubular 
member 16 can be formed by flattening one end of a 
piece of suitable tubular stock. 

For use, a scissors is employed to trim the extended 
part 24 along C-C so that the quill-form is made, mean 
ing the form of an unslit pen point and thus serve as a 
toothpick. After once used, the pointed free end of the 
ribbon is pulled out and a new point cut. It is evident 
that the ribbon supply will afford a multiplicity of tooth 
picks for successive use. 
To keep the fresh point clean until used, a cap or 

thimble 25 may be provided to shield it. This cap is of 
course removable from its frictional hold on the step 26 
of the collar 26 which is carried on the tubular member 
16. The tubular member aforesaid, the collar 26 and 
the ribbon supply holder i7 comprise a unitary struc 
ture. The ribbon supply when spent, is then replenished. 
It is evident that the entire article is quite small and can 
be easily carried in a lady's hand bag or in a man's vest 
pocket. 
The article described can be decoratively embellished 

and the ribbon stock may be of colored material. 
This invention is capable of various forms and applica 

tions without departing from the essential features herein 
disclosed. It is therefore intended and desired that the 
embodiments shown herein shall be deemed merely illus 
trative and not restrictive and that the patent shall cover 
all patentable novelty herein set forth; reference being 
had to the following claim rather than to the specific de 
scription herein to indicate the scope of this invention, 
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| claim: 
In a toothpick device of the character described, a 

comparatively short tubular member having open ends 
and a comparatively long, initially flat ribbon of paper 
thin material having some resilient quality and having a 
pointed free end; the end portion of said ribbon having 
such pointed end, being positioned through said tubular 
member and extending outwardly a predetermined dis 
tance from one end opening of said tubular member; the 
second end opening of said tubular member being of a 
size and shape admitting said ribbon in fat condition; 
the distance across the first end opening of said tubular 
member being less than the width of the ribbon whereby. 
the longitudinal edges of the ribbon are brought towards 
one another whereupon said outwardly extending end 15 
part of the ribbon is formed into a lengthwise quil 
adapted for use as a toothpick; the interior space of said 
tubular member comprising three successive regions; the 
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interior space region ending with the first end opening of 
the tubular member, having the cross-section of said first 
end opening; the interior space region ending with the 
second end opening of the tubular member, having the 
cross-section of said second end opening; the interior 
surface of the portion of the wall of the tubular member 
which determines the intermediate space region within 
said tubular member, merging smoothly with the interior 
surfaces of the portions of the wall of said tubular men 

10 ber, which determine the other interior space regions. 
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