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The present invention relates to an improved lock for 
a pair of clamping members such as those applied to 
mount out-board motors, and more particularly the in 
vention relates to an improved device for locking the 
clamping screws of outboard motors so as to assure the 
prevention of unauthorized use and removal of the motor 
from its given clamped position. 
While the invention is particularly adaptable for out 

board motors, it is of course conceivable that the locking 
means of the invention may well be utilized to other 
structures that have clamps provided with a pair of spaced 
clamping screws or other rotatable elements that are 
similarly used. 

It is an object of the present invention to provide 
means universally adapted for locking outboard motors 
and preventing unauthorized use or removal of the clamp 
means that are used to mount the outboard motor on 
a boat. 

It is a further object of the invention to provide a 
simple construction of parts comprising a device that is 
positively secure in attaining the performance of locking 
the outboard motor and the attending clamps and pre 
venting unauthorized manipulation and removal thereof. 
A further object of the invention is to provide locking 

means for outboard motor clamps which not only pre 
vents unauthorized removal of a motor from a boat, but 
also prevents the clamping screws from unknowingly or 
accidentally becoming loosened with possible loss of the 
motor, or other consequential damage. 
A further object of the invention provides for an out 

board lock designed so that it will not interfere with the 
operation of the motor and the boat to which the motor 
is attached. 

Another object and feature of the invention is that 
it provides for an outboard motor lock that is adjustable 
and consequently universally adapted for use in con 
nection with motors and motor mountings of varying 
shapes and sizes. 
An advantage of the invention is that it provides for 

an outboard motor lock that is relatively inexpensive to 
manufacture and is composed simply, essentially a single 
part, and is easy to manufacture. 

These and other objects, features and advantages of 
the invention and its embodiment will more fully appear 
from the following description and illustrations in the 
accompanying drawing in which: 
FIGURE 1 is a rear perspective view of a pair of 

clamps mounted on a transom or stern board of a boat, 
and embodying the concepts of a preferred embodiment 
of the invention; 
FIGURE 2 is substantially a cross-sectional view, taken 

along lines 2-2 of FIGURE 1; and 
FIGURE 3 is a generally back perspective view of the 

lock or device of the invention standing disassembled 
from the clamp and lock to which it is capable of being 
applied. 

Referring now to the drawings, there is shown a tran 
som or stern board 10 of a boat (not shown), a pair of 
clamps 12, 12 having a pivoted handle 14, 14 on a flat 
portion of the head of each clamp 12, 12, and clamp en 
gaging means 16, 16 at the other ends thereof. 

From the clamps 12, 12, there is mounted supporting 
structure 20, 20 for supporting the motor which is to 
drive the boat. 

The free ends of the handles 14, 14 contain a hole 

O 

2. 
or aperture 22, 22 which is sufficiently large to receive a 
shank 26, or other locking member of a lock 28. 
The shanks are threadedly constructed so that they 

engage threaded portions along the interior hole that ex 
tends through the support means 20, 20. The threaded 
portion of the support means is shown as 30. 
The lock comprises a hollow, elongated, substantially 

square, tubular member 34 having its hollow portion at 
least extending from each end sufficiently to receive the 
pivoted handles within each of the respective ends, the 
recesses or hollow portions thereof being identified as 
36, 38. 
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As is further shown in FIGURE 3, there is an elongated 
slot 40 sufficiently long in length and of a cross-section 
to receive at least the width of the screw clamp 12, so 
that the end of the tubular member 34 having the hol 
low 36 may be inserted over the left handle 14, and the 
tubular member is moved leftwardly until the screw clamp 
12 approaches or is proximate to the end of the elongated 
slot 40. At this point, the other end of the tubular mem 
ber 34 having an elongated slot 42 is applied so that the 
hollow 38 receives the right handle 14, and the tubular 
member 34 is moved a short distance to the right so 
that the right screwshank 12 is received within the slot 42. 
On the top and bottom surfaces of the tubular mem 

:ber 34 there are provided apertures or holes 46, 46, so 
that a lock shank 26 may pass through the tubular mem 
ber and through the hole 22 while they are coaxially 
aligned, and the lock may then be fastened or clamped 
into its locked position. 
Thus it is seen that the device of the invention removes 

the handles from being manually operable or available 
for tampering, as well as preventing the handles from 
being loosened, accidentally or by vibration caused by 
operation of the motor, so that the invention provides a 
lock for a pair of spaced-apart clamping members, and 
prevents the clamping members from being rotated which 
would loosen the screw clamps 12, 12. 

It is within the scope of the invention to provide holes 
that coalesce or are coaxial with the hole 22 of the right 
handle 14 for providing an auxiliary or additional lock 
ing feature. 

It is understood that the specific apparatus herein ill 
lustrated and described is intended to be representative 
only, as many changes may be made therein without de 
parting from the clear teachings of the invention. Ac 
cordingly, reference should be made to the following 
claims in determining the full scope of the invention. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A lock for a pair of spaced-apart clamping mem 

'bers for preventing said members against unauthorized 
rotation or use of the clamping members, the clamping 
members having threaded shanks and a pivoted handle 
on each of the heads of the threaded shanks, said lock 
comprising a hollow, elongated square-shaped tubular 
member having a hollow portion extending at least from 
each end thereof to receive, respectively, a pivoted handle 
of said threaded shanks within each end thereof, an 
elongated slot of a cross-section to receive at least the 
width of the shank of said clamping members and ex 
tending from each end of said tubular member along the 
rear side thereof, said slots extending sufficiently to en 
able the tubular member to interfit between said clamp 
ing members when positioned in spaced-apart relation 
while the pivoted handles are positioned within the adja 
cent hollow portions of the tubular members, and an 
aperture extending through the upper and lower surfaces 
of said tubular member and through the free end of one 
of the handles in substantially coaxial alignment with 
each other and adapted for receiving the shank of a lock 
ing means. 

2. The invention according to claim 1 wherein the 
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shank of a locking means is extended through the aper 
tures while in coaxial alignment with each other. 

3. A lock for a pair of spaced-apart clamping mem 
bers for preventing said members against unauthorized 
use, said clamping members comprising threaded shanks 
and having a pivoted handle disposed on the head of said 
threaded shank, said lock comprising a hollow, elongated, 
tubular member having the hollow portion extending 
from each end to receive said pivoted handle within each 
end thereof, an elongated slot extending from each end 
of the tubular member along a rear portion thereof for 
receiving at least the width of the threaded shank, said 
slots extending sufficiently in length to enable the tubular 
member to interfit between said threaded shanks when 
positioned in spaced-apart relation while the pivoted 
handles are positioned within the adjacent hollow portions 

of the tubular members, 

O 

4. 
and an aperture extending 

through the free end of one of the handles and the upper 
and lower surfaces of said tubular member in coaxial 
alignment with each other for receiving a lock shank. 
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