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This invention relates in-general to the mount 
ing of luminous gaseous electrical discharge 
tubes, such as the well-known neon lights or the 
like. More particularly, it relates to, connector 
means by which posts or brackets secured to the 
luminous tubes may be mounted on a backing 
or base plate such as is customarily used in lu 
minous sign Work, in Which tubes of various sizes, 
configurations and colors are assembled on such 
backings. . . . . . . ; - - - - - - . . . 

... Coordinately, therewith it, relates to a tool for 
facilitating the ready.mounting of such luminous 
tubes and more particularly, for attaching "...the 
aforementioned, connector means to a backing 
plate. : . . . . . . . . . . . . 

It is among the general objects of my inven 
tion to provide in a luminous, gaseous, electrical 
discharge tube installation a simple, effective, low 
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cost arrangement adapted for being secured to a 
backing or base plate: without the use of screws 
or bolts and Without access to the back of such 
base plate being necessary and adapted to receive 
therein members attached to the luminous tubes. 

It is further among the general objects of my 
invention to provide a tool adapted to facilitate 
the installation; of an arrangement such as just 
described. . . . . . . . . . 

... While arrangements for this purpose are not 
new, the types thereof with which I am familiar 
fall short of approaching the optimum results, in 
One Or more of the following respects, among oth 
erS: Many of them do not afford a firm or .se 
cure support, or while firm, and secure; when ini 
tially installed, loosen, or, even, become detached 
in a comparatively short-time. Others of the de 
vices lack sufficient capacity, for adjustment and 
alignment so, as, to permit of the tubes being as 
sembled without distortion and strain, while oth 
ers again while they may be aligned and adjusted 
with the expenditure of much time and labor, 
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possessino capacity for self-alignment such. as 
Will assure their automatically assuming a posi 
tion in Which the parts they support are sub 
jected to the minimum strain. Others again, are 
difficult or tedious to install. ' ' ', ', V 

It is therefore among the more particular ob 
jects of my invention to provide an arrangement 

45 

for firmly supporting luminous tubes of the:chair 
acter mentioned which is effective, and reliable 
in operation and will not become accidentally. 
loosened and displaced, and which is self-ad 
justing and self-aligning, and can be readily in 
Stalled. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

to attain these objects and such further ob 
jects as may appear herein or be hereinafter. 

pointed out, I make reference to the accompany 
ing drawings, forming, a part hereof, in which: 

Figure l is an elevational view showing the ap 
plication of my invention-to the mounting of lu 
minous gaseous electric discharge tubes; 

Figure 2 is a perspective view of one embodi 
ment of my invention; 

Figure S is a plan view of the device of Figure 
2 in place on a base plate; . . . . . . . . 
; : Figure 4 is a sectional view, on the line 4-4 of 
Figure 3, looking in the direction of the arrows; 

Figure 5 is a sectional view, on the line 5-5 
'of Figure 4, looking. in the direction of the ar 
roWs; . . . . . . . . . . . " 

Figure 6 is a side elevational view of a second 
embodiment of my invention; . . . . 

Figure it is a sectional view, on the line.7-i- of 
Figure 6,...looking in the direction of the arrows; 
... Figure 8. is an elevational view, partly in sec 
tion, of a, further embodiment of my invention; 
...Figure 9 is an elevational view of a tool adapt 
'ed for use in the operation of, installing luminous 
tubes, using myinproved mounting means in such 
installation; . - . . . . 

Figure 10 is a perspective exploded view of an 
'other embodiment of the invention; 

Figure 11, is a side elevational view of an in 
'stumentality for applying the same; . . . . 
:Figure;12 is a longitudinal sectional view, taken 
along the lines a? 2-12 of Fig. 10, showing: the 
manner in which the device, is attached, with 
the instrumentality in the forward stroke; 

Figure 13, is a similar, view, showing the in 
:strumentality on the returnistroke; 

Figure 14 is a fragmentary sectional view show 
ing the completed installation of the attaching 
Jmeans; - 

Figure. 15 is a fragmentary rear face view of 
the same. . 

Referring now to the drawings for a detailed 
disclosure of my invention, and first of all to Fig 
lure 1, I have therein shown ap 
:nous gaseous electric - 
on posts P. The drawings...show, the 
having two legs, one in the plane of 
and the other perpendicular thereto, and one post 

rtion of alumi 
arge tube supported 

be Las 
e paper. 
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Fis shown fastened to each of these legs. 
The posts P are shown as of conventional type, customarily made of glass, with head portions 

50. provided with channels or grooves G within which 
the tube I, may seat, and hook-like protuberances 
H. Over which wires. W, serving to secure the tubes L to the posts P, maybeled. 
Each post P terminates: below in a stempor 

55 stion S having, annular grooves...at intervals so as 
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2. 
to provide constricted portions permitting rela 
tively ready fracture thereat, for the purpose of 
varying the height of the post P. 
The problem solved by my invention is the ef 

fective connection at low cost of posts P, of Con 
ventional type, to a backing, base or face plate 
B, of a type such as is conventionally used for 
luminous tube sign Work. One embodiment of 
my invention adapted for effecting such a con 
nection will be found illustrated in Figures 2 to 
6 in detail, and this embodiment has also been 
shown in Figure 1 in place in a tube installation. 
In these figures the connectors shown for unit 
ing the posts P to the base plate or backing B 
Will be found shown to consist of two main parts, 

O 

a socket Or pedestal member, designated as a . 
Whole by the numeral and adapted to receive 
the stem portion S of a post P, and a fastener 
member, designated as a Whole by the numeral 
fl and serving to effect the Connection between 
the socket or pedestal member and the base 
plate B. An additional element will be found in 
the resilient washer 2 interposed intermediate 
the fastener and the socket it and performing 
a function all as Will be more fully described here 
in after. 
The socket member 0 of this first embodiment 

of my improved connector as shown in Figures 
2 to 5 comprises a body portion having paired 
fingers 13. extending OutWardly from a central 
portion 4 from the bottom of which extends lat 
erally a foot portion 5 having a slot 6 therein 
for a purpose that will become apparent as the 
description proceeds. - 

ihe fingers 3 are contoured and disposed as 
to encompass the Stem portion S of a post P; 
by making them resilient they Will accommodate 
themselves within limits, to posts or to portions 
of posts of different diameters. It will further 
be observed that each pair of fingers 3 can ac 
commodate itself to the stem contours inde 
pendently of the others and that consequently 
by using a plurality of Such pairS Spaced from 
each other a greater number of independent 
points of engagement between the inner walls 
of the fingers 3 and a stem S may result. The 
*fingers are preferably of such Width that they 
will overlie the annular grooves of the stems S 
(see Figure 4) and can never enter the same, 
whereby a firm support is assured. While I have 
shown two pairs of fingers 3 and I have found 
this number to be very satisfactory for ordinary 

- purposes, it is to be understood that I may use 
more than that number. On the other hand 
nor certain purposes. also, only One pair of fingers 
may be found desirable. 
Each of the fingers 3 of the lowermost pair 

is shown as provided With a doWinWardly ex 
tending lug 17 projecting to Such an extent be 
low the contours of the socket member that the 
two lugs 7 and the toe portion 8 of the foot 
portion 5 constitute in effect a three point sup 
port assuring a firm foundation for the socket 
or pedestal member when it is resting on the 
base plate (see Figure 4). The lugs further 
serve to raise the lower surface of the foot por 
tion 5 away from the surface of the base plate, 
so that the foot portion may be deformed within 
limits, touching the base plate other than at the 
points of the three point Support just described. 
This feature will be found to be of importance 
When the operation of the fastener member, to 
be next described, is understood. 
The fastener is shown as comprising a flat 

tened perforated head portion. 9, a relatively 
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restricted hollow neck portion 20, and an en 
larged hollow nose portion 2. A plurality of 
slits 22 which it will be observed extend into the 
head portion f3, divide the nose portion and the 
neck portion into segments 23 which may be de 
scribed as "jaws.' The material of the fastener 
is preferably of Such character that the jaws 23 
are resilient. 
The nose portion 2 and the neck portion are 

so proportioned in relation to openings O in the 
backing plate and to the slot 6 in the socket 
member, that they may be inserted through the 
slot 6 and through the opening O (see Figs. 2, 
4. and 5), and so that the nose portion 2 will 
protrude beyond the reverse side of the plate B 
and will expand into a position in which its rear 
portions form shoulders engaging the walls of 
the opening O and resist withdrawal of the fas 
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tener. 
The dished spring Washer f2 is preferably in 

terposed underneath the head 9 of the fastener 
and between it and the foot portion 5 of the 
socket. It adds a further element of resiliency 
to the arrangement, in addition to the resiliency 
of the fastener jaws 23, and some degree of resil 
iency of the foot portion 5. As a result there 
is never, in any of the Ordinary positions of the 
fastener, any such position in which the parts 
are not under tension and free play therebetween 
is eliminated. At tile same time the parts are 
free to adjust themselves...for purposes of self 
alignment. It will be observed that the pedestal 
member i may swivel about the fastener mem 
ber , and at the same time the fastener mem 
ber can swivel in the opening O. This swivel 
ling is indicated by the arrows A in Figure 5. 
MoVemert radially of the opening is permitted 

by sliding of the neck portion 28 of the fastener 
in the slot 6. Tilting of the socket or pedestal 
member from the vertical is also possible to a 
limited degree due to the resiliency of its war 
ious parts. - 

In order to permit of the use of my improved 
fastener .nember with socket members of 
other types, the dimensions, thereof, and par 
ticularly of its neck and nose portions 20 and 2, 
are made such that it may be inserted through 
those portions of the standard types of socket 
members that correspond to the slot 6 of my 
Socket member. 
In the installation of luminous tubes L., when 

my improved mounting arrangement is used, the 
posts P. may, first be loosely assembled to the 
tubes L and the Socket members to added. As 
suming that the plate B is in position, and pro 
Wided With holes O, the operator with one hand 
will hold slot 6 in position over a hole O and 
with the other hand will force a fastener (with 
a Spring washer 2 underneath its head) through 
slot and hole, and the fastener will snap into 
place because of the resiliency of its jaws. If 
desired it may be withdrawn by exerting a suffi 
cient force on it. . . . . . . . . . . 
Where preformed holes are provided in the 

plate B it is of course necessary. in assembling 
the posts P to the tubes L. to mount them in ap 
proximately their final positions. However, 
great accuracy in this respect is not required, 
because of the great capacity of the mounting 
for adjustment and self-alignment, and because 
the posts P may be slid along the tube L. 

It will be understood, for convenience of han 
dling, that the Socket 8 (or the corresponding 
parts in the embodiment hereinafter to be de 
-Scribed) and the fastener fi (or the correspond 
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ing parts with or without the Spring washer. 2, 
Where used) may be initially assembled and be 
ready as a unit, the proportioning of the slot 6 
to the head or jaws. 23 (or the corresponding 
parts in the other embodiments), being such that 
these parts may be handled as a unit, by reason 
of the frictional engagement. Which the head or 
jaWS 23 makes as it passes through the slot, 6. 
While I have described that in installing 

luminous tubes L., the posts P may first be loosely 
assembled to the tubes L., this is one mode of op 
eration, but the preferred mode is to locate the 
sockets o (or the corresponding, parts) in the 
perforations O by their corresponding, fastener 
elements and have these in readiness for attach 
ing the posts P, followed by wiring the tubes L. 
to these posts. - 
Where preformed holes are not provided in 

the plate E3, it is a simple matter to: drill these in 
the field; again there is no need for great ac- is 
curacy. It will be observed that my improved 
mounting does not employ screw threads so that 
defective Workmanship therein due to poorly in 
terfitting male and female threaded members is 
not a source of trouble, as it is in Such threaded 
constructions. Access to the back of the plate 
is never necessary, Whether for applying the 
fastener or for removing it. All manipulations 
may be performed with one pair of hands-that 
is, by one operator; another operator is required 
Only to hold large tubes in the proper position 
while the first operator secures: their portions in 
place. 

In Figures 6 and 7 I have shown a second 
embodiment of my invention in which the com 
plete assembly comprises only a Socket and, a 
fastener. In ember, and the Spring Washer shown 
intermediate these parts in the embodiment of 
Figure 2, has been eliminated. Parts of this 
embodiment corresponding to parts of the emi 
bodiment of Figure 2 have been similarly num 
bered, with the addition to each number of the 
Suffix a, and description thereof, where the func 
tion is the same, will be omitted as superfluous. 

It will be observed that the foot portion 5g 
of the socket merinber fa is bowed or arched in 
transverse section, as clearly appears from Fig 
ure 7, whereby obviously, its rigidity in a longi 
tudinal direction will be increased. By making 
the Socket member or at least the foot portion 
50, thereof of resilient material, the foot por 

tion Will assurine the function of the Spring Wash 
er 2 of the embodiment of Figure 2. 
A further embodiment of my invention which 

I ray characterize as the preferred embodiment 
of my invention, is shown in Figure 8. This em 
bodiment resembles that of Fig. 2 in all respects 
except the construction of the fastener member. 
For that reason all parts shown in said figure 
except the fastener member have been numbered 
to correspond to the similar parts of Figure 2, 
with the suffix bladded to the numerals. 
The fastener member 33, of this embodiment 

may comprise a flattened head portion 3 and 
a hollow stem portion 32 of resilient material 
from which are struck, so as to point rear Wardly 
and outwardly, a plurality of prongs. 33.s. These 
prongs are so disposed and proportioned that 
when the fastener member is inserted into place 
the prongs 33 will first move in Ward So as to per 
mit the insertion, and when the fastener mem 
ber reaches its final position they will Spring 
outward as shown in Figure 8, and reverse in OWe 
ment, that is, movement tending to withdraw 
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engagement of the prongs 33 against the reverse 
side of the plate B. In this...manner the fastener 
provides a connection that is, more secure than 
that provided by the fastener if of Figure 2. 
While a tool might be readily devised for pushing 
the prongs 33 inward to enable withdrawal of 
the fastener 30 from the opening O, ordinarily 
this type of fastener. Would be used with the 
contemplation of its destruction when the parts 
are to be disassembled. 
In Figure 9 I have shown a tool that may be 

conveniently used in conjunction with the oper 
ation of attaching my improved fastening mem 
bers to plates B. As illustrated in Figure 9, such 
a, tool may comprise a handle portion 40 pro 
vided with a blunt end portion 4 adapted to 
form a shoulder against which may rest the head 
f9 of a fastener , and from which projects a 
resilient longitudinally Split portion. 42 adapted 
for insertion into the hollow of the neck por 
tion 29 of the fastener member, and to resili 
ently engage the inner walls thereof. Once in 
Serted into a fastener member it will hold it 
While the fastener is being pushed into place, 
using the tool as a handle and once the fastener 
is in place, the tool is readily withdrawn, there 
from, as Will be obvious. 
In performing the operation just described, the 

Spring washer 2 may be placed over the neck 
of the fastener, as shown in Figure 9, before the 
fastener is positioned. 
Making reference to Figures 10 to 15, there is 

illustrated another embodiment of my inven 
tion. . . . 

In this embodiment, any standard socket mem 
ber 58, having the usual laterally extending base 
5, may be employed. This base 54, may be 
formed. With the longitudinal slot 52, as Will be 
recognized by those in the art as existing at 
the present time. It will be understood, however, 
as in the embodiments previously, illustrated, 
Some degree of resiliency, or springiness may be 
given to the base, 5 by slightly angularly dis 
posing the base 5 from a point adjacent the 
inner end 53 and the outer end 54 thereof. This 
Slight angular displacement will temporarily pro 
Wide a two point contact between the lugs 55 
and the end 54. . . . ." 

Additionally, resilient, or spring action may be 
obtained by arcuately, forming the base 5 in its 

... transverse Section, as Will be apparent from a 
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the fastener member will be prevented by the 75 

consideration of Figures 6 and 7. The angular 
displacement of the base 5 or its arcuate forma 
tion, as shown in Figures 6 and 7, merely adds 
additional resiliency, though it will be understood 
that flat stock may be employed where sufficient 
resiliency is imparted to the dished washer here 
inafter to be described, and already referred to 
in connection with the member 2. 

For the purposes of illustrating this embodi 
ment, I provide a fastening element 56 in the 
form of a deformable eyelet comprising a shank 
5 made of sectional elements connected to the 
flange 58 and defined by slit lines 59. Sectional 
construction is obtained by slitting the shank 57 
along the slit lines 59 and extending into the 
flange 58, to give requisite flexibility, as will be 
readily understood. The forward portions of the 
sectional elements of the shank 57 are formed 
With inwardly directed tongues. 69, providing a 
rather close contacting cluster of these elements, 
with a small orifice Gl. The tongues 80, as 
Will be apparent, are bent sharply upwardly so 
that their ends 62 provide latching elements, 



4. 
the function of Which will be apparent as 
description proceeds. - - - - - - - - 

. It will be observed that the fastener element 
56 has an internal boring or orifice. 63 of rela 
tively large diameter, and an orifice. 6 of rela 
tively small diameter. . . . . . . . - . . . . 
...With this form of fastening element provided, 

I...then provide a Spring Washer. 64, having an 
orifice 65 corresponding substantially to the di 
ameter of the shank 57 of the fastener element 
56. It will be understood that the Springiness 
of the spring Washer 64 may be obtained by dish 
ing this element and making the Washer 64 of 
Suitable spring material. 
For ready attachment of the socket member 50 

to a frame plate B, which is formed with an ori 
fice O, it is preferred that I accomplish the same 
by an instrumentality shown in Figure 11. This 
is preferably a percussion tool comprising a shaft 
66, one end whereof is provided with a handle 
67, having a flange 68. Adjacent the opposite end 
69 I provide a sleeved collar 70, formed with a 
slot , permitting limited slidable movement for 
the length of the slot 7 by a cross pin 72. Be 
tween the collar 70 and the flange 68, I interpose 
a coiled spring 73 which normally forces the col 
lar T0 away from the flange 68. It will be under 
stood that the collar 7 () may move upwardly in 
the form shown in Figure 11, as determined by 
the length of the slot 7 against the resilient ex 
pansion of the spring 73. The free end of the 
shaft 66, extending beyond the collar 70, is ta 
pered or conically formed to its free end 74, pro 
viding a sharp point, and terminates at its base 

this 

into a cylindrical section 75, the diameter of : 
which corresponds substantially to the boring 63 
of the fastener element 56, 
Spaced from the Section T5 is an annular slot 

76, having a rather sharp shoulder 77. 
With an instrumentality of this character pro 

Vided, I Will now refer to Figures 12 and 13 for 
the manner in which the socket member may be 
affixed to a sign plate B, employing the fastener. 
element 56 and spring washer 64. 

I first nest the washer 64 upon the shank 57 
of the fastener element 56 and these elements, 
in turn, are then projected through the slot 52, 
formed in the base member 5. The assembly 
is then positioned so that the shank 57 enters 
the orifice O. In this position, the point of the 
instrumentality shown in Figure 11 is forced to 
enter the orifice 6. Pressure upon the handle 
67 serves first to project the point 4 through the 
orifice. 6. As the pressure is continued and the 
shaft 69 noves through the collar 70, contact 
Will be made by the collar 70 and the flange 58, 
to drive the shaft 57 through the orifice O against 
the Spring action of the washer 64. As the shaft 
69 progresses downwardly, the tapered sides of 
the instrumentality spread the sections 5, as will 
appear in dotted lines in Figure 12. This action 
serves to upset the sections 57 by reason of the 
camming effect obtained by the tapered portion 
74 against the tongues 60. 
The limiting movement downwardly of the 

haft 69 against the collar 70 finally projects the 
shaft 69 so that the annular slot S is brought 
beyond the line of the tongues 60, so that on the 
return stroke, the ends 62 of the tongues 60 may 
enter the slot 76. The retraction movement 
causes engagement of the shoulder 77 with the 
ends 62 of the fastener element. Further retrac 
tion of the shaft 69 thereby serves further to 
crimp the sections 57 on the interior face of the 
plate B, to form a locking element, as will appear 
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more clearly from an inspection of Figures 14 and 
15. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
It will thus be apparent that by the embodi 

ment herein illustrated, the socket member 50 
may be applied to a plate B and the orifice O 
thereof, in a simple manner, from the front face 
of the frame plate B. A. simple tool, in the nature 
of a percussion tool, not only may be utilized to 
locate the fastener element 56 but, in the same 
stroke of action in pressing the same in posi 
tion, upset the sections 57 into locking engage 
ment. It is understood that the Spring Washer 
64 and such springiness as may be offered by the 
base 5 Compensate for any variation in thick 
ness of the frame plate B. 

It will also be apparent that the fastener ele 
ments 56 may be made of readily deformable 
metal so that if it should be found necessary to 
remove the SOcket member 50, any simple tool, 
such as a screw driver, may be pried underneath 
the flange 58 to remove the same. While this ac 
tion may permanently disfigure the fastener ele 
ment 56, these parts are relatively so inexpensive 
that they may be discarded after once having 
been used. 
In general, it will be observed that I have pro 

vided a construction for quickly and facilely at 
taching Socket members of the character de 
Scribed, Without the use of screws or bolts and 
Without absolute need for making the rear face 
Of the frame plate accessible. 

It Will further be observed that While it is 
known to me that screws have heretofore been 
used to threadedly engage the frame plate, my 
construction permits a fastening engagement by 
the mere thrusting of the fastening element 
through the orifice of the frame plate, by a single 
stroke. 

It Will further be observed that by reason of 
the resiliency of the resilient elements compris 
ing the foot or base, the transverse and longi 
tudinal contour thereof or the spring washer, an 
automatic compensation is obtained for any dif 
ference in thickness of the frame plate B which 
may be encountered. The resiliency or spring 
iness of these parts further permits a longitudinal 
adjustment of the socket member through the 
sliding action along the slot formed in the foot 
portion or base so that the socket member may be 
adjusted to be aligned with the neon sign tube L. 

It will be understood that while all of the 
benefits of my invention may be obtained by 
utilizing all of the features, my invention is not 
thereby to be limited but that selected portions 
of my embodiments have novelty perse, and that 
my invention is to be limited by the scope of the 
appended claims. 
Having thus described my invention, and illus 

trated its use, what I desire to secure by Letters 
Patent: 

1. In connecting means for mounting luminous 
gaseous electrical discharge tubes on perforated 
base plates, a socket member having an extension 
forming a Support and shaped to provide a three 
point resilient contact when placed on the front 
face of Said base plate, and separate means, 
adapted for insertion in a perforation of Said 
plate and engaging said extension for effecting a 
resilient connection between said socket member 
and Said plate. 

2. In means for effecting a connection betWeen 
a luminous gaseous electrical discharge tube and 
a perforated backing plate, a socket member 
adapted to receive a post connected to Said tube, 
and a fastener member adapted to be fastened to   
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said plate by the resilient engagement of portions 
thereof with the walls of a perforation in said 
plate, and said socket and fastener members 
being resiliently interconnected so as to be rela 
tively slidable and rotatable. 

3. In means for effecting a connection between 
a luminous gaseous electrical discharge tube and 
a perforated backing plate, a socket member 
adapted to receive a post connected to said tube, 
and a fastener member adapted to be fastened to 
Said plate by the resilient engagement of portions 
thereof with the walls of a perforation in said 
plate, and said socket and fastener members 
being resiliently interconnected so as to be rela 
tively slidable and rotatable, said interconnection 
including a spring washer. 

4. In means for effecting a connection between 
a luminous gaseous electrical discharge tube and 
a perforated backing plate, a socket member 
adapted to receive a post connected to said tube 
having a lateral extension forming a support for 
Said Socket, and a separable fastener member 
adapted to be resiliently snapped into a perfora 
tion of said plate and to be positively held against 
withdrawal therefrom and engaging said exten 
Sion, and a resilient connection between the 
extension of Said Socket and fastener members. 

5. In a connector for effecting a connection 
between a post carried by a luminous gaseous 
electrical discharge tube and a backing plate, a 
Socket member comprising spaced pairs of resil 
ient jaWS adapted to grip said post, a foot portion 
extending laterally from the ends of an end pair 
of jaWS, and a lug projecting outwardly from each 
jaW of Said end pair of jaws and to be extended 
Substantially beyond other edge portions of said 
jaWSSO as to provide, together with the toe of said 
foot portion a three point support for said mem 
ber one of which points of Support being adjacent 
the end of said foot portion, another of which 
points of contact being adjacent the lug extended 
from the said jaW. 

6. In a socket member comprising resilient jaws 
adapted to grip a post, lugs extending from said 
jaWS and adapted to contact a flat surface and to 
Space Said jaws therefrom, and a slotted foot 
portion extending outwardly to one side of said 
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jaws and adapted to cooperate to space said jaWS 
from said flat Surface, said foot portion being 
arched in transverse cross-section. 

7. In a socket member for mounting sign posts 
of the character described and which are to be 
used for attaching said sign posts to a sign frame 
plate by use of an anchoring orifice formed in 
Said plate, said socket member comprising a per 
forated base extending laterally outwardly in a 
Warped condition to provide a resilient contact 
between said base and said plate, the perforation 
Whereof being adapted to be aligned With the 
anchoring orifice of said plate, the combination 
With the resiliently disposed base of said member 
of a fastening element passing through said base 
for connecting said socket to Said sign frame plate 
Comprising a headed element having a shank 
formed With Sectional portions arranged to pass 
through said base and plate, said portions being 
expansible longitudinally and transversely of 
Said Shank to anchor said base to said plate upon 
eXpansion of Said portions by adjustment to the 
thickness of Said base, the warped condition 
thereof and plate lying between said element and 
Said portions. 

8. In a Socket member in accordance with 
claim 7, wherein the fastening element thereof is 
formed from normally resiliently deformable 
Sheet metal. 

9. In a socket member in accordance with 
claim 7, wherein the fastening element thereof 
has the sectional portions thereof formed to ter- . 
minate in the inwardly directed tongues normally 
clustered together whereby, whereby pressure 
against Said tongues will serve to expand the 
Same and form crimpings engaging the interior 
face of Said plate. 

10. In a socket member in accordance with 
claim 7, wherein said perforated base is orificed 
in the form of an elongated slot and wherein the 
headed element includes resilient means to com 
pensate for play between said element and said 
plate and to augment the frictional contact be 
tween said base and plate to hold said base in 
frictional adjustable position on said plate. 

SAMUEL C. MILLER. 


