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UNITED STATES

PaTENT OFFICE.

' CHARLES L. RUSSELL, OF PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA:

'SEAT AND BACK-REST.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 518,785, dated January 30,1894,
) Application filed August 17,1893, Serial No. ,_483’405' (No-model.)

To all whom it may concerwn:

Be it known that I, CHARLES L. RUSSELL, a
ecitizen of the United States, and a resident of
Philadelphia, in the county of Philadelphia
and State of Pennsylvania, have inventied cer-
tain newanduseful ImprovementsinSeatsand
Back-Rests;and I dohereby declare thefollow-
ing to bea full, clear, and exact description of

- theinvention,such aswillenable others skilled
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in the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same.

This invention relates to seats and back-
rests without legs, and the object of the same
is to provide simple and convenient méans of
the character set forth for use at seaside re-
sorts or analogous places, the several parts
being foldable and readily adjusted to a de-
sirable position.

With these and other objects in view, the
invention consists of the construetion and
arrangement of the several parts which will be
more fully hereinafter described and elaimed.

In the drawings: Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a combined seat and back-rest the lat-
terbeing shownletdown indottedlines. Fig.
2 is a central longitudinal section of the de-
vice as shown in full lines in Fig. 1. Fig. 8
is a bottom plan view of the seat and the
frame, showing the said seat tilted. Fig. 4is
an elevation of the devicelooking toward the
rear of the baclk-rest. ‘ :

Similar numerals of reference are employed
to indicate eorresponding parts in the several
figures of the drawings.

Referring to the drawings, the numeral 1
designates a rectangular base frame, consist-
ing of side and end bars connected to each
other and having on the inner sides thereof
opposite to each other a pair of sector-plates
2 with a series of teeth 3 on one side and a

single notch 4 on the opposite side of each

plate. Pivotally connected to the said séctor-
plates are uprights or arms 5 supplied with a
lower cross-bar 6 and an upper headpiece 7
which tie the same together and between the
said headpiece and cross-bar is a back-board
or strip 8. To the inner opposing sides of
thesaid uprights or arms 5are secured sliding
dogs 9 which are guided in ways 10.and 11,
and encircled by coiled springs 12, which nor-
mally impel the same downwardly. Thelower

ends of the said dogs 9 are adapted to engage
the teeth 3 in adjusting the inclination of the
back when in use, and also to engage the
notch 4 when the said back is lowered in
foldéd position for transportation. To unit-
edly operate the said dogs 9 a substantially
U-shaped wire frame 13 is employed which
moves in guides 14 secured to the innersides
of the uprights or arms 5 and has its lower
ends attached to the upper ends of the said
dogs. The upper end of the said arm 13 is
bent outwardly so as to be conveniently en-
gaged by the operator or person manipulat-
ing the device.

The seat proper consists of a board or rest
15, movably located between the front parts
of the side bars of the rectangular frame 1
and is attached at its front end to a crank
shaft 16 whose opposite ends have bearings
in sockets 17, mounted in the opposite side
bars of the said frame 1. The said box or
compartment 22 is supplied with a top hinged
lid or cover 23, and is adapted to receive no-
tions or articles that may be carried around
with the chair for the convenienceof the per-
son occupying the same.
ends of the batten or cross-bar 18 are pivot-
ally secured the inner ends of toggles 24,
whose outer ends are connected fo the adja-
cent portions of the side bars of the frame 1.
To the inner end of the board or rest 15 on
the under side of the same are mounted op-
positely situated stationary pawls 25 with
rear downwardly bent bifurcated ends 26
which straddle and engage ratchet bars 27
secured to stand away from the lower por-
tions of the sector-plate 2. Adjacent to the
said ratchet bars 27 are releasing levers 28
which consist of wire arms wound around
studs or posts 29, and having their forward
ends 29* extended upwardly between the
board or rest 15 and bent over the top edges
of the opposite side bars of the frame 1, while
their rear ends 28’ extend parallel with the
said ratchet barsand are formed with upward
projections 29" which are adapted to release
the pawls 25 from the ratchet bars to allow
the board or rest 15 to return to its normal
position.

In operation the wire frame 13 is elevated
to actuate or release the dogs9 from engage-
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ment with the teeth 3 of the sector plates 2
to adjust the back-rest at any angle desired
or to fold the said back-rest downwardly
against the forward part of the rectangular
frame 1 and allow the said dogs to engage the
notches 4. 'When in thisfolded position, the
device is about equally balanced aud a han-
dle 30 is placed on one or the other of the
said bars of the said rectangular frame 1 to
provide means for conveniently transporting
the entire device from one place to another,
or when the back-rest is adjusted atan angle,
the board or rest 15 is drawn upwardly as
shown in Fig. 1 at an upward angle of incli-
nation to obviate the sliding or slipping of
the person resting thereon from the same and
when the said board or rest 15 is thus ad-
justed the pawls 25 sustain it in adjustable po-
sition by engagement with teeth of the ratchet
bar 27 in advance of those usually engaged
when the said rest or board is in' its normal
position. When it is desired to have the
board or rest 15 return to its normal position,
the releasing pawls 28 are operated by being
pressed upward to disengage the pawls 25
from theratehet bars 27, and the rest or board
falls after the pawls 25 havebeen released by
the application of force thereto. The parts

“are so arranged that the back rest may be ad-

justed to sit or recline at any angle, or be
wholly lowered so that the occupant can lie
at full length upon the device, or the said
back rest may be elevated to suit an upright
postare of the ocecupant.

The device as a whole is exceptionally sim-

"ple in its operation and forms a convenijent

means of resting upon the shore or ground at
places previously stated or elsewhere, as may
be desired. The compartment 22 ean be con-
veniently employed for the reception of books,
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articles of sewing; or other devices and car-
ried from place to place with the ¢ombined
seat and back-rest.

It is obviously apparent that many minor
changes in the several parts and their pro-
portions might be made and substituted for
those shown and described, so long as they
are within the scope of the invention, with-
out departing from the nature or spirit of the
said invention,

Having thus described the invention, what
is claimed as new is—

In a device of the character set forth, the
combination of a lower elongated frame hav-
ing a compartment at the rear of the same,
a crank shaft mounted ix the front of said
frame, a seat board o rest, attached te said
crank-shaft, and adapted to be raised at an
angle of inclination, pawls and ratehet badrs
for holding the seat in its adjusted position,
releasing levers for said seat-rest or board,
sector-plates rising froin the said frame, and
having a series of teeth in the rear thereof
and notehes in the front of thesame, a baek-
rest pivotally connected to said sector-plates
and adapted to be adjusted at an angle of
inclination or folded down over the forwsird
part of the said frame and a pair of spriig
actuated dogs carried by said back-rest and
adapted to engage said series of teeth and
notehes of the sector-plates, one side of the
said frame being supplied with a kandle sih-
stantially as described. ‘ o

In testimony whereof ¥ have signed this
specification in the presénce of two stbserib-

ing witnesses. _
CHARLES 1. RUSSELL.
Witnesses: r
GEORGE A. GREEN,
HENRY S. MCCAFFREY.
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