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This invention relates to an improvement
in trays and more particularly to lap trays
for individuals.

Prior to this invention no attempt has been

8 made to provide a lap tray for the serving
of buffet luncheons and the like which would
prevent slipping or sliding of the dishes there-
on and the consequent upsetting, breakage
and spilling of the contents from careless or

10 unsteady carriage or support of the tray.

In its preferred embodiment this invention is

directed to the provision of a lap tray formed

with suitable depressions in which to receive
dishes of varied sizes to retain them from
15 sliding about. L

The principal object of this invention is
to provide o device of this class which is light
in weight, easily handled, and having & series
of depressions in which to receive and retain

20 dishes placed thereon. ‘

further object is to provide a device of
this class incapable of breakage through drop-
ping and which may be easily and economi-
cally manufactured.

Other and further objects of this invention
will appear from a consideration of the fol-
lowing specification when taken in conjunc-
tion with the accompanying drawing; and in
which

Tig. 1is s perspective view of one modifica-
tion of this invention; '

Fig. 2 is a transverse sectional view taken
substantially on the line 2—2 of Figure 1 and
shows the multi-sized plate retaining means;

Fig. 8 is a vertical sectional view taken on
the line 8—3 of Figure 1;

Fig. 4is a plan view of a slight modification
of this invention; and

Fig. 5 is a longitudinal vertical sectional
view taken on the line 5—5 of Figure 4 and
shows ring inserts by which dishes or plates
of varying size may be accommodated.

Referring to Figure 1, this invention is
generally indicated by the reference numeral
10 and is comprised of three or more ply of
wood, pasteboard, beaverboard or the ﬂke,
secured together in any desired manner, as by
gluing. Asshownin ti;e present embodiment,
a plurality of dish retaining depressions 12
80 are formed in the upper face of the tray. Ad-
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jacent one side of the center depression small
oval shaped depressions 14 are formed in
which spoon bowls may conveniently rest.
Adjacent the opposite side of the center de-
pression 12 are formed rectangular slots 15
which extend from the edge of the tray to--
ward the center. The slots 15 accommodate
the head and handle of a fork and prevent its
dislodgment. :
In the present embodiment the tray 10 is
formed of three ply strips of vencer or the
like 17, 18 and 19. The ply or strip 19 is a
solid member and constitutes the base of the
tray. The strip 18, being of a circumfor-
ential contour similar to the strip 19, has
formed therein openings 21. When the strip
19 is placed against the strip 18 it seals or
closes the lower side of the opening 21 and
creates of said opening a recess or depression
in the strip 18. The uppermost ply or strip 70
17 is formed with annularly shaped openings
28 which are of a diameter somewhat greater
than the openings 21 formed in the strip 18.
The strip 17 is also fitted with rectangular
slotted openings 15 and oval shaped open- 76
ings 14. When this strip is placed upon the
strip 18, the uncut portions of the latter strip
form a bottom to each of the openings 14 and
slots 15. Since the diameter of the openings
23 is greater than that of the openings 21, said
first openings will be provided with a ledge-
like base wall 24 created in the strip 18.
After the strips 17 and 18 have been pro-
vided with the openings above described, they
are applied to-each other and the base strip
19 is_secured to the underside of the strip
18. In the present showing this is accon-
plished by gluing the strips together and sup-
porting until dry in a press. It is contem- ,
plated to use any other suitable means of so- €
curing these strips together as the oceasion
demands. When the strips are assembled, it
will be found that the depressions 12, due to
the annular ledges 24, are of a Targer di-
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ameter above said ledge than Lelow. The 96
purpose of providing double diametered de-
pressions is to accommodate dishes or plates:
of different sizes. For example, the right
hand depression shown in Figure 1 of the 100

drawing may be used to accommodate a salad
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\Flate, the base of which will rest upon the

edge 24 and the edges of which will be
somewhat loosely engaged by the walls of the
opening 23.  If, however, it is desired to place
a tumbler in this depression, said tumbler,
being of a lesser diameter, will fit within the
opening 21 of the strip 18 and the vertical

edges of said opening will engage and prevent .

sliding of the tumbler. The center depres-
sion 12 may therefore, in view of the above
illustration, be used to accommodate a tea
or dinner plate, the tea plate fitting in the
opening 21 and the dinner plate, being of
greater diameter, within the opening 23.

The modified tray 25, shown in Figures 4
and 5 of the drawing, is contemplated to ba
formed of either ply or solid material. The
depressions 26, 27 and 28 are approximately
half the thickness of the tray. If the tray
25 is of two or more ply, openings 29 are
formed only in the uppermost ply, whereas,
if formed from a solid piece of material, the
openings are cut to approximately half the
material thickness. Each opening 29 is
formed to accommodate the largest d'sh or
plate for that portion of the tray in which
it is located, for example, the diameter of the
opening 29 in the depression 27 is of suflicient
size to accommodate a dinner plate.

Ring inserts 81, having an outside diameter
slightly less than the diameter of the open-
ings 29 are adapted to be set into said open-
ings when it is desired to accommodate dishes
or plates of a lesser diameter. The rings 31
have openings 32 therein which may be of
varying size. In other words, it would be

_possible to utilize the depression 29 to retain

a salad dish by placing one of the rings 31
therein and said ring having an inner open-
ing 82 of a diameter only slightly greater than
the diameter of said dish. Likewise the de-
pression 28 may be converted from a salad
dish retainer to one for tumblers by placing
a ring 31 therein, the inner opening of which
is approximately the diameter of said tum-
bler. A tray of this type, with very little
changing and through the use of variously
sized rings, may be adapted to accommodate
any size dish, tumbler or saucer.

‘While only two modifications of this inven-
tion have been shown and described, appli-
canf does not intend to be limited thereto
since it is obvious that other modifications or
adaptations may be made without departing

from the spirit and scope of this invention .

other than as set forth in the hereunto an-
nexed claims. :

Having thus set forth my invention what
I claim as new and for which I desire pro-
tection by Letters Patent is:

1. A lap tray for individual use compris-
ing a body member formed from several ply
of suitable light weight material, annular
openings in the top ply of said member, lesser
diametered concentrically disposed openings
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in the center ply of said member whereby to
create two different sized openings when
said top and center ply are mounted upon
the base ply of said member.

2. A lap tray for individual use compris-
ing a body member formed from several ply
of suitable material, small openings cut into
the top ply of said meiber, annular open-
ings formed in said top ply, lesser diametered
concentrically disposed openings in the cen-
ter ply of said member whereby when said
top and center ply are mounted upon the base
ply of said member, said tray will receive
and horizontally retain dishes and glass ware
of various sizes and silverware.

3. A lap tray for individual use compris-
ing a body member formed from suitable
strong light weight material, annular depres-
sions in one face of said member, small shal-
low recesses in said face for retaining silver-
ware, and means in said depressions, said
means constituting an annular step or ledge
by which said depressions are adapted to sup-
port and horizontally retain dishes and glass-
ware of various sizes.

In testimony whereof I have athxed my

signature,
FRANK E. SAMUELSON.
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