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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, Grorer E. Keme, a
citizen of the United States, residing at “Al-

pena, in the county of Alpena and State of:

Michigan, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Stovepipe-Locks, of
which the following is a specification.

The invention relates to an improved
lock for securing the innermost section of a
stove pipe in proper position in the opening
in the chimney provided therefor, the lock
being designed to prevent inward, as well as
outward, independent movement of the pipe
section.

The main object of the present invention
resides in the production of a lock con-
structed of a single length of material, as
spring wire, with parts arranged to use the
minimum length of material to accomplish

the result desired, whereby to reduce cost:

of manufacture in the quantity of material,
as well as in the necessary steps to form such
material.

The invention in its preferred form of
details will be described in the following
specification, reference being had particu-
larly to the accompanying drawings, in
which :—

Figure 1 is a sectional view with the im-
proved device in elevation, illustrating the
use of the invention. Fig. 2 is an enlarged
section on the line 2—2 of Fig. 1. TFig. 3
is a perspective view of the lock.

Referring particularly to the accompany-
ing drawings, my improved lock 1 is made
up preferably of a single length of material,
as spring wire, formed to provide spaced
parallel bearing sections 2 and 8, and an in-
termediate diagonally disposed connecting
section 4. The free terminals of the bearing
sections 2 and 3, which, as seen from Fig. 4,
are oppositely disposed with relation to the
device as a whole, are similarly formed, each
being inwardly offset on .a curved line to
provide a grip section 5, and then projected
outwardly in a plane at right angles to the
bearing section, to provide what may be
termed a locking finger 6. As thus formed,
the improved lock 1s of substantially Z-
form, having the free terminals of the re-
spective arms of the Z extended beyond the
planes of such arms and outwardly there-
from, the connection between the arms and
such outwardly extending terminals being
inwardly offset from the plane of the arms.

In use, the innermost pipe section of the
stove pipe, as 7, is designed to fit within the
usual opening 8 formed in the chimney 9,
and said section 7 is formed in diametrically
opposite portions with openings 10, which
are so longitudinally spaced that when the
sectlon 7 is in place, the respective openings
10 are arranged slightly beyond the front
and rear surfaces of the chimney wall
formed with the opening 8. The section 7,
before being placed in position, is provided
with the improved lock, one of the fingers
6 being projected through the innermost
opening 10 of the pipe section, and the en-
tire lock arranged within the pipe section,
substantially as shown in Fig. 1, except that
the relatively rear finger 6 is prevented from
registering with its corresponding opening
10." The section 7 is then inserted in place,
until the forward prejecting finger 6 en-
gages the front surface of the chimney,
whereupon, by reaching the hand or an
implement within the section 7, the rear
finger 6 is moved laterally to register with
the opening 10, and the inherent spring of
the material forces the finger through said
opening to provide a projection to resist
the forward movement of the pipe section.
The pipe section is thus locked in place, and
may be conveniently released at any time by
removing the rear finger 6 from the opening
10, and moving it laterally within the pipe
section, to cause its free end to bear against
the inner surface of the pipe. The rounded
inwardly extending offset 5 facilitates such
operation, by providing a convenient grasp-
ing point for the finger, or a loop for the in-
sertion cf a proper implement, as the .case
may be, the offset 5, adjacent the forwardly
disposed finger 6, providing a similar func-
tion in connection with such forward finger.

It will be noted that the improved lock
comprises a single length of wire, without
doubled portions, is in effect of duplicate
construction from each end of the diagonal
connecting section, and thus may be used
without regard =8 to which end 1s first in-
serted in the section. The connecting section
provides sufficient base for the spring of the
arms, and yet presents the minimum of ob-
struction.

What is claimed is:

1. A stove pipe lock, comprising a spring
member formed of a single length of ma-
terial and including spaeed parallel arms.
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a diagonal brace imember connecting the
arms, and fingers projecting laterally from

. the free terminals of the arms.

2. A stove pipe lock, made of a single
length of material and formed to provide
spaced parallel arms, a brace member diag-
onally connecting the arms, and laterally
projecting fingers formed at the terminals
of the arms, the material intermediate the

fingers and arm terminals being inwardly 10
offset.

In testimony whereof, I affix my signa-
ture in presence of two witnesses.

GEORGE E. KEMP.

Witnesses:
Joux W. Parron,
Arcum M. Carrumm.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. C.”




