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To all livho77, it inctly concern: 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM. D. ROEDER, 

a citizen of the United States of America, re 
siding at Dwight, in the county of Livingston 
and State of Illinois, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in Thresholds 
for Doors, of which the following is a specifi 
cation, reference being had therein to the ac 
companying drawings. 
This invention relates to certain improve 

ments in thresholds for doors of the class 
known as “two-part’ thresholds, which im 
provements are fully set forth and explained 
in the following specification and claims, ref 
erence being had to the accompanying draw 
ings, and the letters of reference thereon, 
forming a part of this specification, in which 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a portion 
of the threshold as it would appear when the 
door is open. Fig. 2 is a perspective view of 
a portion of the threshold as it would appear 
when the door is closed; and Fig. 3 is a per 
spective view of the threshold as it would ap 
pear detached from the door, the central por 
tion being broken away to shorten the figure. 

Referring to the drawings, A represents a 
portion of an ordinary house-door, G its sill, 
and B its jamb. 
The threshold is composed of two parts E 

and F, made of sheet metal. The base-plate 
F of the threshold is formed with a vertical 
offset (shown at r) and is secured to the sill 
G. of the door by means of Screws along each 
edge, as shown, the inclined part of said base 
plate extending outward a little beyond the 
line of the door. The leaf or upper member 
of the threshold (shown at E) is formed with 
a right-angle flange Son one side and an ob 
tuse-angle flange W on its opposite side and 
is connected with the base-plate F by means 
of hinges J, formed of struck-up portions of 
said base-plate, passing through eyes near the 
lower edge of the flange W., as shown more 
particularly in Fig. 3, said hinges being lo 
cated at or near the foot of the inclined part 
of said base-plate a little beyond the outer 
line of the door. The two portions of the 
threshold Eand Fare also connected by means 
of a torsion-spring C, located between them, 
as shown in Fig. 3, and held in place by 
means of the hinges J', formed of struck-up 
portions of the base-plate F. Said spring has 

one end terminating in an arm c, extending at 
right angles with its body portion and through 
an eye in the flange S of leaf E. Its opposite 
end terminates in a similar arm c', extending 
at right angles with the body portion of said 
spring and at an angle with the arm c and is 
intended to lie in contact with the base-plate 
F, so that said spring will have the tendency 
to hold the upper leaf or member Eup, as 
shown particularly in Fig. 3. 
In operation when the door is opened, as 

shown in Fig. 1, the arm c of the torsion 
Spring Ci is engaged by the bottom of the door 
and forced downward and carries with it the 
upper leaf or member E, so its flange S will 
pass down over the vertical offset r of the 
base-plate and rest on the horizontal part 
thereof next said offset, so the member E will 
form a solid and substantial threshold to 
travel upon. When the door is closed, as 
shown in Fig. 2, the arm c is relieved from 
contact with the bottom of the door and per 
mits the torsion-spring a to raise the leaf or 
upper member Eup to bear closely against 
the bottom of the door and also cause the 
flange S to come in close contact with the off 
set of the base-plate F, so as to exclude any 
air from passing between them. 
The bottom of the door is inclined, so as to 

be lower at its outer side, and the leaf E of the 
threshold is formed to fit the inclined bottom 
of the door, so that water, dust, or snow can 
not blow through under the door, between it 
and the threshold. 
In attaching the base-plate F to the sill it 

should be fitted down so closely that no wind, 
Water, dust, or Snow may pass between them, 
the whole forming a very effective, cheap, and 
durable threshold for doors. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is as follows, to wit: 

1. The threshold for doors shown and de 
scribed comprising the combination of the 
base-plate F having the longitudinal vertical 
offset r, the leaf E having the longitudinal 
right-angle flange S on One side, and the ob 
tuse-angle flange W on its opposite side and 
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hinged by means of said obtuse flange to said . 
base-plate, and the torsion-spring C. for con 
necting said base-plate and leaf substantially 
as and for the purpose set forth. 



IO 

2 - -- 6i8,013 

2. The combination of the sill G, base-plate 
F having the longitudinal vertical offset 7', 
the leaf E having the right-angle longitudinal 
flange S and the longitudinal obtuse flange 
W, hinges J formed of struck-up portions of 
Said base-plate for connecting said base-plate 
and leaf, torsion-spring a having the arms c, 
c' and connecting said base-plate and leaf, 
and the door Afor engaging arm call arranged 
to operate substantially as and for the purpose 
set forth. 

3. A two-partthreshold comprising the com 
bination of a base-plate having alongitudinal 
vertical offset flange facing inwardly, and 

inclined outwardly to a line outside the door, 15 
and a leaf having its two sides flanged and 
hinged to the base-plate at the lower edge of 
its outer flange, and having its opposite flange 
fit over the vertical offset of said base-plate, 
and a torsion spring or springs arranged be 
tween said leaf and base-plate for holding 
said leaf lifted, and the means connecting 
said leaf and door substantially as and for 
the purpose set forth. 

WILLIAM. D. ROEDER. 
Witnesses: 

W. M. DAVIs, 
CHAS. I. ROMBERGER. 


