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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

ISAAC N, HOLLINGSWORTH, OF LAUDERDALE, MISSISSIPPL

BATH-TLAT,

1,097,631,

Application filed Wovenber 7, 1918,

o all whowm it may concern:

Be it known that I, Tsaac IN. Houraves-
wortH, a citizen of the United States, re-
siding ab Lauderdale, in the county of Lau-
derdale and State of lul%%ia%lpl)l, have 1in-
vented a new and useful Bath-Mat, of which
the following is 2 specification. )

This invention relates to improvements 1n
pmtable bath mats.

An ob]ect of my pre esent invention is te
provide a bath mat which comprises & base
and an upstanding flange formed of flex-
ible or pliable material and adapted to re-
tain water therein, to act as a receptacle
therefor.

A further object is to provide a flexible
mat with an upstanding flange around the
side edges thereof and to detachably se-
cure to the same flange and the base of the
»nat rigid angle members whereby the said

lange v will be held in an upright position to
deﬁ“}e a receptacle adapted to receive and
1’“Lain water therein.

A further cbject is to provide a mat and
flanges around the side edges thereof formed
of pliable material with suitable bracing or
stiffening means whereby the flange is held
in an upright position and to provide a
ring with a number of flexible elements se-
cured thereto and secured to the upper edges
of said flange whereby the said ring may be
erasped and raised with the result that the
mat will also be raised in the manner of a
bag and will retain the liquid therein where-
by the portable bath mat may be carried to
somme convenient place and the water
emptied thereform.

With the foregoing and other objects in
view, which will appear as the des seription
proceeds the invention resides in the com-
bination and arrangement of parts and in
the details of construction hereinafter de-
seribed and claimed, it being understood
that changes in the precise embodiment of
the invention herein disclosed may be made
within the scope of what is claimed without
denarting from the gpirit of the invention.

Tn the drawings accompanying thisspecifi-
mtion and forming a part thereof, the pr ef-

rable form of my invention is llustrated in
Vllldl —

Figure 1 is a view in perspective of my
nnproved bath mat. Tig. 2 is a similar
velw thereof, in Whlen the center upport-
ing ring has been raised with the result that
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the mat assumes the nature of a bag like re-

1
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ceptucie for the transporting or carrying of
the liguid prior to the e emptying of it there-
frem. Hig. 8 is a {fragmental sectional view
taken on the line 3—3 of ¥ig. 1. Iig. 4 is
a view in perspective of one of the braces
or stiffening means, whereby the flange is
held in an upright receptacle defining condi-
tion. Tig. 5 is a fragmental sectional view
taken on the line 5—5 of Fig. 1.

Referring to the drawings in which simi-
lar veference numerals deswn ate correspond-
ing parts thl'oughout the several views, b is
the bottom of the mat and is formed of some
liquid preot and liquid tight pliable mate-
rial and to the edges of which are sectrecd
or formed integral therewith the flange 6.

A plurality of pockets are previded along

the flanges 6 and adjacent porticns of the
base 5 for the securing of the angle braces
T thereto so that the Hanges will be held in
an upright position and adapted to retain
water other liquid therein. With this
in View the strips 8 have been provided,
sewed along one edge 9 to tnc, fh*lon ¢ and
adjacent 1 portions of the base 5 and at their
opposite edges are provided with the clasp
10 along the flanges and a similar clasp 11
upon the end portion of the base. The
clasps do not require that the flange 6 or the
base 5 be punctured but may be secured
thereto in any suitable manner. The outer
porhon of the cl.wps 10 are rigidly secured
to the hinges of the pocket forming flaps or
strips 8. Fhus when the clasps 10 are un-
buttoned and the strips of material § drawn
back the angle pl wtes 7 which are formed
of some rigid material ave inserted therein
after which the clasps 10 are again but-
toned in place and rigidly hold the said
bracing or stiffening members 7 which take
the form of angle phtes in place and which
in turn suits JJIV brace the flanges § to vetain
the same in an upright manner.

Disposad between the pockets 8 are a plu-

rality of eyelets 117 which are adjacent the

upper edge of the flange or rim 6 and to
which a phll' 1t‘y of flexible elements or
cords 12 are secured, the same extending cen-
imﬂy of be mat and (3:10':1ging; a ring 127
It is to be understeod that the flexible cords
or elements 12 are of sufficient length so as
to contact with and lie upon ﬂle base 5
during the normal use of the mat.

The many advantages of a c<mst1’ucti0n as
hereinbefore cutlined, will be readily ap-
preciated and among which admnta,gos may
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be mentioned the desirable feature that the
entire mat is formed of flexible and water
proof material, so that it may be readily
wrapped up and confined within a small
space. Tt is to be noted that when the said
mat is to be rolled so as to cccupy but little
space the bracing or stiffening angle mem-
bers 7 are first removed from the poclets
and may be superposed one upon the other
to thus allow the same to be packed in =
small space. When it is desired to use
the improved form of mat the angle brac-
ing members 7 are inserted within the pock-
ets and the clasps securely buttoned there-
over so that the mat will define a liquid
receiving vessel in which a person may stand
while taking a shower bath. When the same
has been completed the ring 12 may be
manually grasped and the entire mat raised,
stich as 1llustrated in Fig. 2, in which it will
take the shape of a bag or receptacle so that
the liquid contained therein may be readily
carried to some convenient point and emp-
tied therefrom.

Having fully described the invention what
I claim is:—

A portable liquid receiving and contain-
ing bath mat comprising a bottom with a

1,097,631

flange extending around the side edges
thereof, said bottom and flange formed of
liquid tight and proof material, pockets dis-
posed around the flange and extending for a
limited distance across the said bottom,
means for holding said pockets in o closed
position, -angle shaped supports insertible
within the said pockets and adapted to en-
gage the bottom and flange to hold the said
flange substantially at right angles to the
bottom to define a liquid receiving receptacle
thereby, the upper extremity of said flange

provided with a plurality of securing means

spaced therearound, a finger engaging mem-
ber, a plurality of flexible elemnents engaging
the said finger engaging member and the
said flange securing means, said finger en-
gaging member adapted to be manually
rawsed for the raising and transpoerting of
said mat, the latter forming a bag-like liquid
containing receptacle:

In testimony that I claim the foregoing
as my own, L have hereto aflixed my signa-
ture in the presence of two witnesses.

ISAAC N. HOLLINGSWORTH.

Witnesses:

B, W. SterLiNG,
C. P. Harcmzr.

Copies of this patent may be cbiained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. C.”
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