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Document 1: JP 13-017182 Y1 (Matsushita Electric Industrial Co.,
Ltd.), 8 November, 1938 (08.11.38), page 1, upper column
and the drawings

The searchwith considerationof claims 1 and?2 as the “first mentioned
invention (main invention)’” has revealed that the technical feature
of the main invention is not novel since it is disclosed as the prior
art in document 1. A “high-density portion” in claim 1 corresponds
to a “central portion” formed “thicker and firmer than an edge portion”
in document 1. A “low-density portion” in claim 1 corresponds to the
“edge portion” in document 1. A “step portion” in claim 1 corresponds
to a level difference between the edge portion and the central portion
in the drawings of document 1. Thematter that “the high-densityportion
and the low-density portion are made of fiber” in claim 2 corresponds
to the matter that the diaphragm in document 1 is “made of paper”.

Therefore, the technical feature of the main invention cannot be
considered as a “special technical feature” within the meaning of PCT
Rule 13.2, second sentence.

In a comparison between claim 8 (second invention) and the prior
art, the “(tentative) special technical feature” of the second invention
is that “two or more of the high-density portions are formed”.

In a comparison between claim 10 (third invention) and the prior
art, the “(tentative) special technical feature” of the third invention
is that “the planar shape of the projecting portion of the high-density
portion is nearly elliptically formed”.

In a comparison between claim 11 (fourth invention) and the prior
art, the “(tentative) special technical feature” of the fourth invention
is that “the high-density portion is composed of layers with different
densities”.

In a comparison between claim 12 (fifth invention) and the prior
art, the “(tentative) special technical feature” of the fifth invention
is that “the high-density portion has a three-layer structure”.

In a comparison between claim 14 (sixth invention) and the prior
art, the “(tentative) special technical feature” of the sixth invention
is that “the thickness of the step portion is smaller than that of the
low-density portion’.

Therefore, a technical relationship among these main invention and
secondtosix inventions involvingone ormore of the same or corresponding
special technical features cannot be considered to exist.

Claims3-5, 7, 9, 13andl15areclassifiedasthe samegroupof inventions
as claim 1 since the well-known art is only added to claim 1. With
this, also regarding claim 6 and claim 15 and its dependent claim, it
is determined whether there is a special technical feature.

In a comparison between claim 6 (seventh invention) and the prior
art, the™ (tentative) special technical feature” of the seventh invention
is that “a recessed portion is formed on the side of a surface opposite
to a surface on which the high-density portion having the projecting
shape is formed”.

In a comparison between claim 16 (eighth invention) and the prior
art, the “(tentative) special technical feature” of the eighth invention
is that “a flat portion surrounded by the step portion is formed”.

Therefore, a technical relationship between these main invention
and seventh invention and eighth invention involving one or more of
the same or corresponding special technical features cannotbe considered
to exist.

Claim 17 is classified as the same group of inventions as claim 16
since it has the same technical feature as claim 16.
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