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the tread model part and performing an aerodynamic simulation in the
sound space region.
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because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3. I:l Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. IIT Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:
See extra sheet.

L. I:l As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of

additional fees.

3. I:l As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. I:l No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest I:l The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable,
the payment of a protest fee.

I:l The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

I:l No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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Continuation of Box No.III of continuation of first sheet (2)

As disclosed, for example, in the following documents 1-4, a method
for simulating tire noise performance comprising a step of performing
a rolling simulation in which a tire model is rolled on a road surface
model, a step of time-sequentially acquiring surface coordinate values
of a tread model part in a groove-ground contact rolling section, a
step of setting a sound space region around the tread model part whose
shape changes according to the acgqguired surface coordinate values of
the tread model part, and a step of performing an aerodynamic simulation
in the sound space region is publicly known, and therefore, this matter
cannot be considered as a technical matter making a contribution over
the prior art in the invention of c¢laim 1.

Therefore, since the invention of ¢laim1 and the inventions of claims
2-7 do not share a gpecial technical feature, a group of thesge inventionsg
arenot considered tobe solinked as to forma single technical inventive
concept .

Document 1: JP 2001-009838 A (Bridgestone Corp.) 16 January, 2001
(16.01.01)

Document 2: JP 2007-237751 A (Bridgestone Corp.) 20 September, 2007
(20.09.07)

Document 3: JP 2007-203928 A (Toyo Tire and Rubber Co., Ltd.) 16
August, 2007 (16.08.07)

Document 4: JP 2007-210472 A (Toyo Tire and Rubber Co., Ltd.) 23
August, 2007 (23.08.07)
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